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Concept Comparison Table Checklist

Concept:

The Concepts focus on related, important ideas, objects or events that are needed for basic understanding throughout the course; that is, they are worth the time spent developing the Concept Comparison Table.

The Overall Concept:

· Is the name of a larger group that contains the targeted concepts/examples presented in a single word or short phrase.

· Is named in a way that will help students to construct a good summary; for example, “Birds and mammals (Similar Concepts) are two vertebrates (Overall Concept) that …”

Characteristics:

· Provides all of the “always” characteristics for each concept/example
· Are presented in the same way if the characteristics are the same. 
· Are recorded in a parallel manner (all sentences or all phrases). If presented as phrases, the phrase makes a complete sentence when the name of the concept or example is used as the subject.
· The Characteristics listed represent the salient, most important features of the concepts.
Like Characteristics:

· Must have been presented in the characteristics section for each of the concepts/examples.
· Must all be presented in a parallel manner (grouped to show connections and for efficiency).
Like Category: (the title that describes all the characteristics)

· Must be of the same number as the “like characteristics”.
· Must name a higher order group into which the characteristic fits
· Should be short
· You can create a logical sentence using the Like category based on the Like characteristics such as, “These characteristics are alike because they both…..”
Unlike Characteristic:

· Must have been presented in the characteristics section for one of the concepts/examples.

· Must all be presented in a parallel manner (grouped to show connections and for efficiency).
Unlike Category:

· Must be of the same number as the “different characteristics”.
· Must name a higher order group into which the characteristic fits
· Should be short.
· For each Unlike Characteristic listed for a concept there is a corresponding, or paired item for the other concept; e.g. Birds-most fly; Mammals-most travel by foot..
Definition:

· Follows a pattern that always starts with the concepts/examples names and the overall name: “__________________ and ______________ are types of _________”.
· May be completed either by naming the characteristics that are alike and unlike or by naming the categories that are like and unlike (or as assigned clearly by the teacher).
Summary:

The Summary contains (a) the name of the concepts; (b) the name of the superordinate concept; (c) all the categories of characteristics that they share; and (d) all of the categories of characteristics that make them different.  

Extensions:

The Extensions box contains an assignment related to the targeted concepts that provides an opportunity for students to check their understanding of the related concepts and engage in higher level thinking with regard to the similarities and differences in the concepts. 
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