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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will focus on strategies that enhance content in ways that make it more accessible for pupils to learn.  Specific strategies will be presented, as well as methods to help students (teachers) develop their own strategies.  This course is intended to assist teachers in managing instruction in diverse classrooms by 1.) selecting critical content to teach; 2.) making connections in learning communities; 3.) enhancing content instruction; and 4.) teaching students how to learn.  
Prerequisites:  None, but a methods course is helpful.

REQUIRED TEXT:
The following texts from the Content Enhancement Series:

The Course Organizer, The Unit Organizer, The Lesson Organizer, The Content Mastery Routine, The Concept Anchoring Routine, The Concept Comparison Routine, The Vocabulary LINCING Routine, The Clarifying Routine and The FRAMING Routine.
The University of the State of New York. (2005).  Learning standards for the English language arts (Rev. ed.).  New York: Author.  NOTE:  May be accessed online at www.nysed.gov.
The University of the State of New York.  (2005). Learning standards for math, science and technology (Rev. ed).  New York: Author.  NOTE:  May be accessed online at www.nysed.gov.
The University of the State of New York.  (2002). Learning standards for social studies. (Rev. ed.).  New York: Author.

COURSE OUTCOMES:

Students will:

1.) Identify and prioritize critical content in national, state, and/or local standards.

2.) Understand and use SMARTER planning.

3.) Apply knowledge of critical content to develop courses, units, and lessons.

4.) Develop strategies for enhancing mastery of critical content using a variety of routines.
5.) Develop strategies for developing mastery of content area vocabulary.
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE:

Friday, July 10:  Course Overview; Content Literacy Continuum; SLANT; Course Organizer
Saturday, July 11:  Course Organizer; Unit Organizer; Lesson Organizer
Saturday, July 18:  Concept Mastery; Concept Comparison; GIST; 
Friday, July 24:  Curriculum Library, Concept Anchoring
Saturday, July 25:  FRAME, LINCS, Clarifying Routine
Friday, July 31:  Question Exploration Routine; Presentations; All Organizers Due
Saturday, August 17:  Final Exam (online)
REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS:
1.) COURSE ORGANIZER:  You will develop a course organizer for a course that you teach (or might teach).  All parts must be included, along with references to any textbooks you might be using.  (30 points)
2.) UNIT ORGANIZER:  You will develop one unit organizer based on your course organizer. (30 points)
3.) LESSON ORGANIZER:  You will develop one lesson organizer based on your course organizer. (30 points)

4.) FRAME:  You will develop two FRAMEs based on a topic in your course. (30 points each)

5.) CONCEPT COMPARISON ROUTINE:  You will complete a concept comparison organizer.  (30 points)
6.) CONCEPT ANCHORING ROUTINE:  You will complete a concept anchoring organizer.  (30 points)

7.) CONCEPT MASTERY ROUTINE:  You will complete a concept mastery organizer.  (30 points)

8.) CLARIFYING ROUTINE:  You will complete one clarifying card based on your course.  (30 points)
9.) LINCing ROUTINE:  You will choose four vocabulary words for your unit and prepare a vocabulary card for each.  (5 points each = 20 points total)
10.) Final Exam:  The exam will be in essay format on the last day of class.

11.) Literature Review:  You will be assigned up to 3 articles to review and synthesize.  The review will be evaluated using the rubric handed out in class.  
12.) Presentation of Routines:  You will present each of the routines that you developed to the class.

13.) Miscellaneous Assignments:  Additional assignments may be given as the course progresses.

Please note:  Due to the timeframe of the course late assignments will not be accepted.
ATTENDANCE:

Due to the nature of this course, attendance is imperative. You will be unable to receive adequate instruction and guided practice in the course content if you are not in attendance.  If you miss a class, your final grade will be reduced by 10% for each class missed.  
GRADING:
I will calculate your final grade by dividing the cumulative number of points you earned across all grades by the cumulative total of possible points and then multiplying by 100 to get a percentage.  This percentage will be assigned a letter grade according to this scale:

     A  93  ‑ 100 = 4.00       C+ 77  ‑  79 = 2.33

     A‑ 90  ‑  92 = 3.67        C  73   ‑  76 = 2.00

     B+ 87 ‑  89 = 3.33        C‑ 70   ‑  72 = 1.67

     B  83  ‑  86 = 3.00        D+ 67  ‑  69 = 1.33

     B‑ 80 ‑  82 = 2.67         D  63   ‑  66 = 1.00         F  62 and below

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
All course assignments must be the candidate’s own work.  

Candidates choosing not to abide by the Mount Saint Mary College policy regarding academic honesty will receive an automatic “F” in this course.

