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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

In this course, candidates will gain an understanding of learning strategy instruction is used to make their students more active learners by teaching them how to learn and how to use what they have learned to solve problems and be successful.  The Learning Strategies Curriculum is divided into strands, or categories of skills.  This course will focus on components from each strand.  One strand addresses how students acquire information. It includes strategies for learning how to paraphrase critical information, picture information to promote understanding and remembering, ask questions and make predictions about text information, and identify unknown words in text.  The second strand helps students study information once they acquire it. It includes strategies for developing mnemonics and other devices to aid memorization of facts as well as strategies for learning new vocabulary. These strategies help prepare students for tests.  The third strand helps students express themselves. It includes strategies to help students write sentences and paragraphs, monitor their work for errors, and confidently approach and take tests.
Prerequisites:  None, but a methods course is helpful.

REQUIRED TEXTS:
The following texts from the Learning Strategies Curriculum:  
Harris, M. L., Schumaker, J. B. & Deshler, D. D. (2008).  The Word Mapping Strategy.  Lawrence, KS:  Edge Enterprises.
Knight, J. & Schumaker, J. B. (2007).  The Fundamentals of Paraphrasing and Summarizing:  Student Materials.  Lawrence, KS:  Edge Enterprises.
Lyerla, K. D. & Schumaker, J. B. (1990).  The Paragraph Writing Strategy:  Student Lessons.  Lawrence, Kansas:  Edge Enterprises.

Schumaker, J. B. & Lyerla, K. D. (1993).  The Paragraph Writing Strategy:  Instructor’s Manual.  Lawrence, Kansas:  The University of Kansas.

Schumaker, J. B., Knight, J., & Deshler, D. D. (2007).  The Fundamentals of Paraphrasing and Summarizing:  Instructor’s Manual.  Lawrence, KS:  Edge Enterprises.
Schumaker, J. B., Nolan, S. M., & Deshler, D. D. (1985).  The Error Monitoring Strategy.
Lawrence, KS:  The University of Kansas.
Schumaker, J. B., & Sheldon, J.B. (2005).  Fundamentals in the sentence writing strategy (Instructor’s 

manual). Lawrence, KS:  Edge Enterprises.
Sheldon, J. B., Schumaker, J.B., Sheldon-Sherman, J., Schumaker, J., Sheldon-Sherman, B., & 

Schumaker, S. (2005).  Fundamentals in the sentence writing strategy (Student materials). 

Lawrence, KS:  Edge Enterprises.
COURSE OUTCOMES:

Students will:

1.)  Learn the theories that are the basis of the Learning Strategies curriculum and apply them in lesson planning.

2.)  Practice teaching components of the Learning Strategies curriculum.
3.) Practice scoring components of the Learning Strategies curriculum.

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE:

Saturday, May 30:  Course Overview; Learning Strategies; SLANT, Sentence Writing Strategy
Friday, June :  5:  finish Sentence Writing Strategy;  Paragraph Writing Strategy
Saturday, June:  6:  Paragraph Writing Strategy; practice microteaching, Word Mapping (?)  
Friday, June:  12:    Microteaching; Word Mapping
Saturday, June:  13:  The Fundamentals of Paraphrasing and Summarizing; Structured Reading Reports Due
Friday, June:  19:  Microteaching; Error Monitoring
Saturday, June:  20:    Error Monitoring; Implementation Plans Due; Microteaching Reflections Due
REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS:
1.)  Microteaching:  You will microteach components of two learning strategies.  For example, the Capitalization component of The Error Monitoring Strategy and Infinitives from The Sentence Writing Strategy.
2.) Microteaching Reflection:  You will write a reflection on each of the videotapes of your microteaching.
3.) Scoring Protocols:  You will score sample protocols from several strategies.
4.) Structured Reading Report:  You will read an article and complete a review based on the format assigned in class.
5.) Implementation Plan:  Referencing two assigned articles and at least one strategy covered in class, you will design a plan for implementing that strategy in your school.
Please note:  Due to the timeframe of the course late assignments will not be accepted.
ATTENDANCE:

Due to the nature of this course, attendance is imperative. You will be unable to receive adequate instruction and guided practice in the course content if you are not in attendance.  If you miss a class, your final grade will be reduced by 10% for each class missed.  
GRADING:
I will calculate your final grade by dividing the cumulative number of points you earned across all grades by the cumulative total of possible points and then multiplying by 100 to get a percentage.  This percentage will be assigned a letter grade according to this scale:

     A  93  ‑ 100 = 4.00       C+ 77  ‑  79 = 2.33

     A‑ 90  ‑  92 = 3.67        C  73   ‑  76 = 2.00

     B+ 87 ‑  89 = 3.33        C‑ 70   ‑  72 = 1.67

     B  83  ‑  86 = 3.00        D+ 67  ‑  69 = 1.33

     B‑ 80 ‑  82 = 2.67         D  63   ‑  66 = 1.00         F  62 and below

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
All course assignments must be the candidate’s own work.  

Candidates choosing not to abide by the Mount Saint Mary College policy regarding academic honesty will receive an automatic “F” in this course.

