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The potential for using different types of strategies is always present when a teacher uses Content Enhancement Routines at Level I of the Content Literacy Continuum.  These are considerations when teachers use SMARTER planning, particularly when they focus on the R-Step, “Reach Enhancement Decisions.” 

 Teacher decisions in the instructional process may be carefully planned ahead of time or may be inserted as the teachable moment arises during a lesson.  Possible strategies that teachers have to consider may the thought of as the 3-Es:  Explicit, Emerging, and Embedded Strategies. Each of these will be defined, and example will be provided.  

First, an EXPLICIT strategy is the heart of the Content Enhancement Routine process as exemplified in the linking steps on the graphic and cued with an acronym.

Second, an EMERGING strategy is found in a segment of an instructional routine process or device.  It may be a small part of the graphic organizer device that emerges as useful on its own.  Teachers and student can, if they wish, co-construct the steps for use, develop an acronym or numbered steps, or use a Strategic Enhancer that was developed to support that emerging strategy.

Third, an EMBEDDED strategy is a stand-alone strategy that may have been taught separately or in another class.  However, it is used when needed to enhance the power of the Content Enhancement device and content learning. Many of the Strategic Enhancers provide support for use of embedded strategies during content instruction.
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