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Module 2: Adolescent Literacy

KUCRL is a major voice at the national level addressing the issue of adolescent literacy. If you search on the Internet for Strategic Instruction Model®, Content Enhancement, or Content Literacy Continuum®, you will find a plethora of articles discussing KUCRL’s impact on adolescent literacy.
Note: When KUCRL addresses adolescent literacy, the center includes students in grades 4-12. A few of the interventions the center has developed are applicable to students in primary grades as well. 
To start this journey, the following video clip discusses what is meant by literacy and why it is critical to address adolescent literacy.

To access the video clip, click on the following link. The video, which lasts 11 minutes, is entitled Why Focus on Adolescent Literacy? 

Why Focus on Adolescent Literacy?: http://vimeo.com/53535756  
As you watch the video, respond to the following prompts. You are free to respond with bullets, sketches, or sentences. For each prompt, the time frame on the video is noted.
Prompts:

Speakers:
· Don Deshler, Retired Director KUCRL

· Keith Lenz, Research Associate KUCRL

1. What does it mean to be literate? (0:00)
2. What are the building blocks of academic competency? (2:04)

3. Why are schools pressured to “raise the bar” for all students, and why is this a challenge for schools? (5:30)

4. What is meant by the term “performance gap”? (7:15)

5. What are the steps needed to close this gap, and which step has the biggest impact for students? (8:54)
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