
© 2010 Edwin Ellis       EdwinEllis1@gmail.com   www.MakesSenseStrategies.com    Literature Essential Understandings SMARTsheets Workshop Activities  1 

  
Essential Understandings of Literature Workshop Activities  

 
HANDOUT 

 
Edwin Ellis 

 

16652 O’Quinn Rd., Northport, AL 35475 
 

Professional Development  Activity 1 
 
Work with a partner to complete this activity…  
 
Analyze the learning standards below and determine (a) which of the High Frequency Literature Topics and (b) which Type of Essential Understanding 
Knowledge the standard appears to be primarily about.   Note 1st & 2nd choices for each.   
 
High Frequency Literature Topics  PLOT   CHARACTER   SETTING   LITERARY DEVICES    POETRY & SONGS   AUTHOR STUDY   VOCABULARY 
 

Type of EU Knowledge Gist & Details      Ask & Answer Questions      Connections       Comparisons     Predictions & Inferences     Influences & Causes  
 
 
 
 
1. Determine main idea and supporting details in informational and functional reading materials  
 

HF Literature Topic:1st choice __________________ 2nd choice _________________________      Primary EU Type of Knowledge   1st choice ____________________ 2nd choice 
_______________________ 

 
 
2. Compare the use of… literary elements and devices, including rhythm, rhyme scheme, tone, and plot, in various selections, cultures, and genres. 
 

HF Literature Topic:1st choice ____________ 2nd choice ____________________        Primary EU Type of Knowledge   1st choice ______________ 2nd choice _________________ 
 
 
3. Analyze predictions, including confirming and refuting 
 

HF Literature Topic:1st choice ____________ 2nd choice ____________________        Primary EU Type of Knowledge   1st choice ______________ 2nd choice _________________ 
 
4. Distinguish among the major genres, including poetry, short stories, novels, plays, biographies, and autobiographies, and subgenres, such as folktales, 

myths, parables, fables, and science fiction, based on their characteristics. 
 

HF Literature Topic:1st choice ____________ 2nd choice ____________________        Primary EU Type of Knowledge   1st choice ______________ 2nd choice _________________ 
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5. Classify plot elements as exposition or hook, conflict, rising action, climax, falling action, or resolution 
 

HF Literature Topic:1st choice ____________ 2nd choice ____________________        Primary EU Type of Knowledge   1st choice ______________ 2nd choice _________________ 
 
 
6. Identify literary components that contribute to authors’ styles. 
 

HF Literature Topic:1st choice ____________ 2nd choice ____________________        Primary EU Type of Knowledge   1st choice ______________ 2nd choice _________________ 
 
 
7. Distinguish between parallel plots and circular plots 
 

HF Literature Topic:1st choice ____________ 2nd choice ____________________        Primary EU Type of Knowledge   1st choice ______________ 2nd choice _________________ 
 
 
8. Recognize foreshadowing to anticipate events 
 

HF Literature Topic:1st choice ____________ 2nd choice ____________________        Primary EU Type of Knowledge   1st choice ______________ 2nd choice _________________ 
 
 
9. Compare the writing styles of two or more British authors. 
 

HF Literature Topic:1st choice ____________ 2nd choice ____________________        Primary EU Type of Knowledge   1st choice ______________ 2nd choice _________________ 
 
 
10. Use the research process to locate, select, retrieve, evaluate, and organize information to support a thesis on a nonliterary topic. 
 

HF Literature Topic:1st choice ____________ 2nd choice ____________________        Primary EU Type of Knowledge   1st choice ______________ 2nd choice _________________ 
 
 
11. Make inferences about characters and their motives 
 

HF Literature Topic:1st choice ____________ 2nd choice ____________________        Primary EU Type of Knowledge   1st choice ______________ 2nd choice _________________ 
 
12. Summarize passages of informational and functional reading materials 
 

HF Literature Topic:1st choice ____________ 2nd choice ____________________        Primary EU Type of Knowledge   1st choice ______________ 2nd choice _________________ 
 
 
13. Analyze nonfiction, science fiction, mystery or suspense, fantasy, and adventure for distinguishing characteristics.•  
 

HF Literature Topic:1st choice ____________ 2nd choice ____________________        Primary EU Type of Knowledge   1st choice ______________ 2nd choice _________________ 
 
14. Read with literal and inferential comprehension a variety of informational and functional reading materials, including making inferences about effects 

when passage provides cause; inferring cause when passage provides effect;  
 

HF Literature Topic:1st choice ____________ 2nd choice ____________________        Primary EU Type of Knowledge   1st choice ______________ 2nd choice _________________ 
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Professional Development  Activity 2 
 
1. Write the name of a famous literary work students typically read in school. ________________________________________________   
2. Find each of the depicted SMARTsheets below on the EU Literature SMARTsheet software and then… 
3. Decide 1st and 2nd choice regarding which would be best to use when facilitating reading comprehension of this work. Be prepared to share your 

choices and rationales with the audience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

Action Rise & Fall Begin-End Footprints 

Story Elements Favorite Part 

SOFTWARE: PLOT/ Gist & Details/2 SOFTWARE: PLOT/ Gist & Details/1 

SOFTWARE: PLOT /Gist & Details/1 SOFTWARE: PLOT/ Gist & Details/1 
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Professional Development  Activity 3 
 
1. Write the name of a famous literary character students typically read about in school. ________________________________________________   
2. Find each of the depicted SMARTsheets below on the EU Literature SMARTsheet software and then… 
3. Decide 1st and 2nd choice regarding which would be best to use when facilitating reading comprehension of this work. Be prepared to share your 

choices and rationales with the audience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Character Clear Table Man vs. Man 

Character-to-Self Connections Question Connections 

 

CHARACTER/ Gist & Details/1 CHARACTER/ Conflicts 

CHARACTER/ Ask & Answer Questions CHARACTER/ Connections 

  

 



© 2010 Edwin Ellis       EdwinEllis1@gmail.com   www.MakesSenseStrategies.com    Literature Essential Understandings SMARTsheets Workshop Activities  5 

Professional Development  Activity 4 
1. Write the name of a famous short-story students typically read in school. ________________________________________________   
2. Find each of the depicted SMARTsheets below on the EU Literature SMARTsheet software and then… 
3. Decide 1st and 2nd choice regarding which would be best to use when facilitating reading comprehension of this work. Be prepared to share your 

choices and rationales with the audience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Setting Influence on Story Tone Setting Influences 

Setting Credibility Setting Comparisons 

  

  

SETTING/ Influences & Causes 
SETTING/ Influences & Causes 

SETTING/ Gist & Details SETTING /Comparisons 
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Professional Development  Activity 5 
 
1. Write the name of a famous poem students typically read in school. ________________________________________________   
2. Find each of the depicted SMARTsheets below on the EU Literature SMARTsheet software and then… 
3. Decide 1st and 2nd choice regarding which would be best to use when facilitating reading comprehension of this work. Be prepared to share your 

choices and rationales with the audience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poem-to-Self Connections Poetic Devices 

Poem Analysis Poem Similes & Metaphors Inferences 

  

  

POETRY & SONGS/ Connections LITERARY DEVICES/ Figurative Language 

POETRY & SONGS/ Gist & Details 

POETRY & SONGS/ Predictions &Inferences 
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Professional Development  Activity 6 
 
1. Write the name of a famous novel or novella students typically read in school. ________________________________________________   
2. Find each of the depicted SMARTsheets below on the EU Literature SMARTsheet software and then… 
3. Decide 1st and 2nd choice regarding which would be best to use when facilitating reading comprehension of this work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theme-to-Real Life Connections Questioning the Author: Theme 

Topics & Themes Theme Influences on Protagonist 

 

  

 

THEME/ Connections 
THEME/ Ask  Answer Questions 

THEME/ Gist & Details 
THEME/ Influences & Causes 
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Professional Development  Activity 7 
Work with a partner to find a Literature SMARTsheet that might be the most appropriate for addressing the sample Common Core Literature Standards 
listed below. Be prepared to share your choices and rationales with the audience. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
1. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves 

toward a resolution. 
 

Recommended: EU Literature SMARTsheet:    1st choice _____________________________ / software location: ____________________________ 
 
     2nd choice ___________________________________ / software location: ____________________________ 

 

2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal 
opinions or judgments. 

 

Recommended: EU Literature SMARTsheet:    1st choice _____________________________ / software location: ____________________________ 
 
     2nd choice ___________________________________ / software location: ____________________________ 

 

3. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 
 

Recommended: EU Literature SMARTsheet:    1st choice _____________________________ / software location: ____________________________ 
 
     2nd choice ___________________________________ / software location: ____________________________ 

 

4. Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to 
similar themes and topics. 

 

Recommended: EU Literature SMARTsheet:    1st choice _____________________________ / software location: ____________________________ 
 
     2nd choice ___________________________________ / software location: ____________________________ 

 

5. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

 

Recommended: EU Literature SMARTsheet:    1st choice _____________________________ / software location: ____________________________ 
 
     2nd choice ___________________________________ / software location: ____________________________ 

 

6. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment. 
 

Recommended: EU Literature SMARTsheet:    1st choice _____________________________ / software location: ____________________________ 
 
     2nd choice ___________________________________ / software location: ____________________________ 

 

7. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action 
is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 

 

Recommended: EU Literature SMARTsheet:    1st choice _____________________________ / software location: ____________________________ 
 
     2nd choice ___________________________________ / software location: ____________________________ 

 
 

8. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include 
Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

 

Recommended: EU Literature SMARTsheet:    1st choice _____________________________ / software location: ____________________________ 
 
     2nd choice ___________________________________ / software location: ____________________________ 
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Professional Development  Activity 8: Instructional Design 
 
Work with a partner to identify specific instructional procedures for using the EU Literature SMARTsheets during the instructional phases listed below. Be 
prepared to share your recommendations with the audience.  
 
 
BEGINNING LESSON: Procedures for Activating Background Knowledge, Reviewing Essential Prerequisite 
Knowledge, & Assessing What Students Already Know & What Erroneous Understandings They May Have 
 
 
 
 
 
DURING LESSON: Procedures for Using the EU Literature SMARTsheets to Maximize Student Engagement, 
Develop Meaningful Understandings of the Literature, and Develop Reading & Writing Expertise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ENDING LESSON: Procedures for Using the EU Literature SMARTsheets to facilitate Reflective Reviews of 
Essential Understandings of the Lesson 
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Professional Development  Activity 9: Reflective Review 
 
1. Of all the EU Literature SMARTsheets you saw today, which excite you the most? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How are the EU Literature SMARTsheets similar to instructional tools with which you are already familiar? How are they different? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What you like to see happen with the EU Literature SMARTsheets software? What is needed to make it happen? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What would you like to know more about regarding the EU Literature SMARTsheets software? 


