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Essential Understandings of Literature Workshop Activities
HANDOUT

Edwin Ellis
16652 O’Quinn Rd., Northport, AL 35475

Professional Development Activity 1

Work with a partner to complete this activity...

Analyze the learning standards below and determine (a) which of the High Frequency Literature Topics and (b) which Type of Essential Understanding
Knowledge the standard appears to be primarily about. Note 1st & 2nd choices for each.

High Frequency Literature Topics > PLOT CHARACTER SETTING LITERARY DEVICES POETRY & SONGS AUTHOR STUDY VOCABULARY
Type of EU Knowledge > Gist & Details ~ Ask & Answer Questions ~ Connections ~ Comparisons  Predictions & Inferences  Influences & Causes

1. Determine main idea and supporting details in informational and functional reading materials

HF Literature Topic:1st choice 2nd choice Primary EU Type of Knowledge 1st choice 2nd choice

2. Compare the use of... literary elements and devices, including rhythm, rhyme scheme, tone, and plot, in various selections, cultures, and genres.

HF Literature Topic:1st choice 2nd choice Primary EU Type of Knowledge 1st choice 2nd choice

3. Analyze predictions, including confirming and refuting

HF Literature Topic:1st choice 2nd choice Primary EU Type of Knowledge 1st choice 2nd choice

4. Distinguish among the major genres, including poetry, short stories, novels, plays, biographies, and autobiographies, and subgenres, such as folktales,
myths, parables, fables, and science fiction, based on their characteristics.

HF Literature Topic:1st choice 2nd choice Primary EU Type of Knowledge 1st choice 2nd choice
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5. Classify plot elements as exposition or hook, conflict, rising action, climax, falling action, or resolution

HF Literature Topic:1st choice 2nd choice Primary EU Type of Knowledge 1st choice 2nd choice

6. Identify literary components that contribute to authors’ styles.

HF Literature Topic:1st choice 2nd choice Primary EU Type of Knowledge 1st choice 2nd choice

7. Distinguish between parallel plots and circular plots

HF Literature Topic:1st choice 2nd choice Primary EU Type of Knowledge 1st choice 2nd choice

8. Recognize foreshadowing to anticipate events

HF Literature Topic:1st choice 2nd choice Primary EU Type of Knowledge 1st choice 2nd choice

9. Compare the writing styles of two or more British authors.

HF Literature Topic:1st choice 2nd choice Primary EU Type of Knowledge 1st choice 2nd choice

10. Use the research process to locate, select, retrieve, evaluate, and organize information to support a thesis on a nonliterary topic.

HF Literature Topic:1st choice 2nd choice Primary EU Type of Knowledge 1st choice 2nd choice

11. Make inferences about characters and their motives

HF Literature Topic:1st choice 2nd choice Primary EU Type of Knowledge 1st choice 2nd choice

12. Summarize passages of informational and functional reading materials

HF Literature Topic:1st choice 2nd choice Primary EU Type of Knowledge 1st choice 2nd choice

13. Analyze nonfiction, science fiction, mystery or suspense, fantasy, and adventure for distinguishing characteristics.-

HF Literature Topic:1st choice 2nd choice Primary EU Type of Knowledge 1st choice 2nd choice

14. Read with literal and inferential comprehension a variety of informational and functional reading materials, including making inferences about effects
when passage provides cause; inferring cause when passage provides effect;

HF Literature Topic:1st choice 2nd choice Primary EU Type of Knowledge 1st choice 2nd choice
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Professional Development Activity 2

1. Write the name of a famous literary work students typically read in school.

2. Find each of the depicted SMARTsheets below on the EU Literature SMARTsheet software and then...

3. Decide 1st and 2nd choice regarding which would be best to use when facilitating reading comprehension of this work. Be prepared to share your
choices and rationales with the audience.

Action Rise & Fall SOFTWARE: PLOT/Gist&Details/2 Begin-End Footprints SOFTWARE: PLOT/Gist&Details/1
Climax (turning point)
ot i’
/// \\\\ 4
,/, What you \\
/" liked about the story
/// d v \ 4
/ \\\ 4
( Problem (Goal) ] - _{ Resolution / Solution )
. J
Characters
Setting
Story Elements SOFTWARE: PLOT/Gist&Details/1 Favorite Part SOFTWARE: PLOT/Gist&Details/1
Tie Setting
Sallng Caned. [ ]
Cramdar b crarac
Wnat LED UP to your favorie part o the siory?
(
Baglnning Prablem PROBLEM PRESENTATION Things Ue mate the prabkem graster What happened DURING your favorite part of the story?
r N
Reason why | iked it Another reason why | lked it
N Climas (Daeripihand the prablem 2, ks warsl ’ ‘
- /
ENDING Detals Detalls
Haw he prablem was a3drvned Tiary Endlng [ ] [ ]
Prezents e lascding mﬂ:::‘? ;x:l:!::;f:g:mﬂw [ ] [ ]
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Professional Development Activity 3

1. Write the name of a famous literary character students typically read about in school.
2. Find each of the depicted SMARTsheets below on the EU Literature SMARTsheet software and then...

3. Decide 1st and 2nd choice regarding which would be best to use when facilitating reading comprehension of this work. Be prepared to share your
choices and rationales with the audience.

Character Clear Table CHARACTER/Gist&Details/1 Man vs. Man CHARACTER/Conflicts

CHARACTER STORY AUTHOR
] Is an important character in the story because

VS.
Ways 10 descnbe the character

Craraderhily ar Gaal o C aradter | Results in these Crardteriiloy or Gaah o Crarader 2
CONFLICTS
between these characters
Dant cadfuse (ks chaacter whh. .

Resukling Faslings. Belkfz. ar fctlams Ravuling Feslings. Belkfs. ar Actiam.

CHARACTER 1 CHARACTER 2

—

Because ...

WHAT HAPPENED 43 RESULT OF THESE CONFLICTST

- AN N\ AN /

Knowiedge Connections

WHAT IS THE MESSAGE ABOUT LIFET

Tis character makes you thirkd ... ‘ Because ...
Character-to-Self Connections CHARACTER/Connections Question Connections CHARACTER/Ask&AnswerQuestions
[ STORY ][ AUTHOR ] ’:n on
CHARACTER ME character in the story?
[ I ] Conclusion emies
Why I like to me more like
What the character s ke FTT. {or less lie) this character)
Vs ~N Tt
Appearance ragpened? \1>
(physical characteristics,
how dresses, grooming) WHAT problem did the
character have?
\ |
Personality

(happy/sad, moody, out-
going/shy, confident,
friendly/mean,
leader/follower, etc.

Interactions
How one acts around or
treats other people

> <
Conflict / Stress

How one deals with
conflicts, challenges,
problems, stress, etc.

G v

 J ) . J  J o _J __J _JL__J
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Professional Development Activity 4

1. Write the name of a famous short-story students typically read in school.
2. Find each of the depicted SMARTsheets below on the EU Literature SMARTsheet software and then...

3. Decide 1st and 2nd choice regarding which would be best to use when facilitating reading comprehension of this work. Be prepared to share your
choices and rationales with the audience.

Setting Influence on Story Tone Setting Influences SETTING/Influences&Causes
SETTING/Influences & Causes

STORY AUTHOR
[ STORY AUTHOR

TONE is the author's attitude, stated or implied, toward a subject. Authors often describe the setting in a ways that help establish the TONE of the sbory. v' N N
/ \ Characteristics of Setting Influenced the character’s actions by... \
‘What seems to be the tone at the BEGINNING of the story?

Physical characteristics.
|:’vax~mrsm |:’ Op¥mism D Anvious |:’ Serious. Dsmwm;; Duwaws I:’Jow |:| Sod D OTHER S

Words the author used o help infuenced the tone atthis pont in the story...

Weather...
.

What seems to be the tone at the MIDDLE of the story?

[ressnisn [ cpsmism [ v~ [Jsovioss [ srass [ Jtmarons [Joowss [ 5o [ omeem> Socil/ Culture Situation.... \

‘Words the author used to help influenced the tone at this pont in the story...
Influenced the plot by... \

o /

What seems to be the tone atthe END of the story? Historical context {what was happening in history

at the time the story takes place)
Dasm;m |:| Opgmism D Awious |:| Sarious. DEinwmn Duwm; Duw |:| Sad D OTHER S

Words the author used b help infuenced the tone atthis pont in the story...

AN

NEEEEPZRN /

Settinq Credibilitv SETTING/Gist&Details Settinq Comparisons SETTING/Comparisons

STORY 1 STORY 2
[STORY | Y )
Descrighan
LOCATION & PHYSICAL
CHARACTERISTICS J\ /
P o T B T T v " SETTING LOCATION )
Completely fantasy! Very realistic!
No place would be like this H H H ] T T T T H H Could be a realplace

Where the story takes place

Y4
J

SETTING SUROUNDINGS

What the setting looks like
RULES &

[ Eesbraioniar i ]
Decrlphan
[CUSTOMS /SOCIAL ] J

EXPECTATIONS L J
4
g e T B TR P reaTFAE a0 I (e soc Bl it TN Sl TS SETTING ATMOSPHERE h
Completely fantasy! Very realistic!
No place would be like this ] H H T T T T T H T T H H Could be a real place
Eupbraihaniar Raling Mood
[ ] ( )
( )
SETTING CONTEXT
INTERACTIONS. Decrlplan What s happening at the setting that
(how people treat each affects many people.
other) |\
L AT ants I N ! ¥ e ey poople It B >
Completely fantasy! Very realistic! SO WHAT?
No place would be like this Could be a real place Whatis important to

[ Railng ] understand about this?




© 2010 Edwin Ellis EdwinEllis1@gmail.com www.MakesSenseStrategies.com Literature Essential Understandings SMARTsheets Workshop Activities 6
Professional Development Activity 5

1. Write the name of a famous poem students typically read in school.

2. Find each of the depicted SMAR Tsheets below on the EU Literature SMAR T Tsheet software and then...

3. Decide 1st and 2nd choice regarding which would be best to use when facilitating reading comprehension of this work. Be prepared to share your
choices and rationales with the audience.

Poem-to-Self Connections POETRY &SONGS/Connections Poetic Devices LITERARY DEVICES/Figurative Language

[ POEM/ SONG AUTHOR

[ POEM/ SONG ][ AUTHOR

Determine which devices (may be more than one) the author used in The poem/song fo convey meaning, mood, or fone.

Poetic Devices
The poem is mostly about....
D Aliteration D Onomatopoeia D Simile E] Punctuation

The poem makes me think about.

The poem makes me feel...

Words or phases in the poem that are the most powerfulor interesting.

Someone | know who might LIKE this poem... Because.... Someone | know who probably would NOT like this poem... Because....

O Figurative Language E] Personification D Rhyme / Sound
Imagery Repetition Word choice

) g )

D Metaphors D Rhythm D Sentence Stucture

G Line length

[3 Graphics (caphal kiers. smecey. <ic)

[joasogue

[ Different device than listed above:

Order  Device used in poem/song Explanation

e

AY4

N\

\/

Poem Analysis POETRY&SONGS/ Gist & Details

( POEM/ SONG
Is about...

’ ]

Speaker

(when, reading the poem,
who is the speaker?)

Tone

How does the speaker seem
to feel about the subject of
the poem?

Symbolism

Do objects or things in the
poem represent other stuff?
How?

Is like

Is the speaker comparing
things or saying what
something is like? How?

Theme
What's the message about
life in this poem?

Poem Similes & Metaphors Inferences
[ roruisone POETRY & SONGS/Predictions &Inferences

The poem /song is about.

Authors sometimes communicale ideas in inferesting and colorful ways using similes or metaphors.

SIMILE: Two ideas are compared in a side-by —side manner ofien using the words “IS LIKE" or "AS"
©.9., "Graduatig from high school is like being set froe from prison.” “The boy was hungry asa bear.”

METAPHOR: The author compares two uniike things that have some important features in common and carry the meaning of one word to another.
Instead of comparing two deas side-by-side, the author supermposes one idea onto another.
e.g.. "Love is arose.” “The gif was a night owd.”

Phrase from the poem/song.... My Inference {what | think the author meant)

D Simile D Metaphor

Phrase from the poem/song.... My Inference fwhat I think the author meant)

D Simile E] Metaphor

Phrase from the poem/song My Inference (what I think the author meant)

D Simile D Metaphor
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Professional Development Activity 6

1. Write the name of a famous novel or novella students typically read in school.
2. Find each of the depicted SMARTsheets below on the EU Literature SMARTsheet software and then...
3. Decide 1st and 2nd choice regarding which would be best to use when facilitating reading comprehension of this work.

Theme-to-Real Life Connections THEME/Connections Questioning the Author: Theme ,
THEME/Ask Answer Questions

STORY AUTHOR
d 10 be the autior of tis
tory. Howmghl the subor (7 AUTHOR
The subject of a siory & the topIC about which an aulor has cwsen lownte. A theme is the authors unstaed opnion about that topic and 15 Usually @ message about e answer these questions
STORY TOPIC: Thks sary e mastly abad. .
[ o b metlya N\ @ \hat is the primary message (thems) in the story? —
THEMEJ STORY (auhar's aplnkan aba. tapk: ¢ mesvage abad. 1)
a
i @ What personal exeriences have vou had that made vou feel i was importantlo wits about this message / theme? —
of how the theme shows up in real-life
/ POSSIBLE REALLIFE SITUATION where the theme applies Explartian of why yau thint thh theme applkes ta ik shatian \
@ what are some different ways the messaqe / theme is addressed in the storv? Exiience.sfthema.in e slon. —
d
\ / (I b B / > Why? 2
What emotions did you hope readers would feel as they read about your message / theme? Why?
/ POSSIBLE RENL LIFE SITUATION where e theme apalkes Explrmtian o wit yau thint ks s applkes ta ks shatlan \
@ What other messagesithemes are included in your sbory? —
\_ J a

i THEME/Gist & Details i
Topics & Themes Theme Influences on Protagon|stTHEME/mﬂuences&Causes

[ STORY [ AUTHOR

STORY AUTHOR ]

The subiect of a story & the opic about Which an author has chasen 10 wite, A theme s the auhor's Unsiated opinion about that 1opic and Is usually @ message about ife

The subject of & story & the topIC 200Ut WhCh &n BUnGr has Chosen o wnte. A theme 'S Ine authors Unstaied opnion 200Ut Inat 1opIc and 1S UsUaly @ MEssage about fe

Common Topics Addressed in Themes

STORY TOPKC: Thls siary b maly abau,

THEME STORY (auha’s aplnlan abau. apk: ¢ mavsage aba. 1)

Choma ane o Uhe thame lapk (ar mate upyaur awn) andwrhe: tstaman 1sh 3haws wisk yau hint Uhe (heme (ar 3ubar' aplnlan abad Uhe apk) of he viary b 3bad.
[ THEMETOPIC: THEME o STORY (auhar's aplnlan abau. tapk) ]

Explalnswiy yauthing Unfs s the siary theme

Edkianced
thama In
he slary

PROTAGONIST
(maln cramciar)

Edkdenced
thame In
he slary

Edkancad
theme In
theslary
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Professional Development Activity 7

Work with a partner to find a Literature SMARTsheet that might be the most appropriate for addressing the sample Common Core Literature Standards

listed below. Be prepared to share your choices and rationales with the audience.
AANANAAAAANAANNAANAAAAANANANAANAANAANANANNANNAANNAANANNNNANANANANNANNNANNANANANNANNNANANANANNNNNANANNANANNANANANNANANANANANANANNNNNANAANNANANNNNNANANANN

1. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves
toward a resolution.

Recommended: EU Literature SMARTsheet: 1st choice | software location:

2nd choice | software location:

2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal
opinions or judgments.

Recommended: EU Literature SMARTsheet: 1st choice / software location:
2nd choice / software location:
3. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.
Recommended: EU Literature SMARTsheet: 1st choice / software location:
2nd choice / software location:

4. Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to
similar themes and topics.

Recommended: EU Literature SMARTsheet: 1st choice | software location:

2nd choice | software location:

5. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

Recommended: EU Literature SMARTsheet: 1st choice | software location:

2nd choice | software location:

6. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment.

Recommended: EU Literature SMARTsheet: 1st choice | software location:

2nd choice | software location:

7. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action
is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).

Recommended: EU Literature SMARTsheet: 1st choice | software location:

2nd choice | software location:

8. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include
Shakespeare as well as other authors.)

Recommended: EU Literature SMARTsheet: 1st choice | software location:

2nd choice | software location:
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Professional Development Activity 8: Instructional Design

Work with a partner to identify specific instructional procedures for using the EU Literature SMARTsheets during the instructional phases listed below. Be
prepared to share your recommendations with the audience.

BEGINNING LESSON: Procedures for Activating Background Knowledge, Reviewing Essential Prerequisite
Knowledge, & Assessing What Students Already Know & What Erroneous Understandings They May Have

DURING LESSON: Procedures for Using the EU Literature SMAR Tsheets to Maximize Student Engagement,
Develop Meaningful Understandings of the Literature, and Develop Reading & Writing Expertise

ENDING LESSON: Procedures for Using the EU Literature SMARTsheets to facilitate Reflective Reviews of
Essential Understandings of the Lesson
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Professional Development Activity 9: Reflective Review

1. Of all the EU Literature SMARTsheets you saw today, which excite you the most? Why?

2. How are the EU Literature SMAR Tsheets similar to instructional tools with which you are already familiar? How are they different?

3. What you like to see happen with the EU Literature SMARTsheets software? What is needed to make it happen?

4. What would you like to know more about regarding the EU Literature SMARTsheets software?



