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Course Organizer Checklist

Course Title 

· The Course Title captures the nature of the course.

Course Paraphrase

· The Course Paraphrase captures the main idea of the course.

· The Course Paraphrase distinguishes the course from other similar courses.

· The Course Paraphrase clearly and meaningfully communicates course content.

· The Course Paraphrase provides an umbrella for all learning.

Course Questions

· The Course Questions are broad enough to serve as the basis for many conversations with students. 
· The Course Questions include expectations related to how to learn or demonstrate competence.

· The Course Questions identify ways in which students should think about the information to be learned.

· The Course Questions lead students to do well on outcome measures.

· The Course Questions enable students to monitor progress in learning.

· The Course Questions help students to identify the critical concepts or ideas to be learned.

· The Course Questions help students think about the content and how it fits into other contexts.

· The Course Questions help students organize information that supports the critical concepts or ideas to be learned.

· The Course Questions use words like “how” and “why” to form broad questions and are not objectives or commands.

· Approximately 10 Course Questions are formulated.
Course Standards

· Course Standards relate to the course questions, critical concepts and course units.
· Course Standards relate to content and process standards. 
Critical Concepts

· Critical Concepts are identified that will be emphasized throughout the course.
· Critical Concepts relate to the Course Questions. 
· Critical Concepts are foundational to the big ideas.

· Critical Concepts cut across more than one unit. 
· Identified items are concepts and not examples of concepts.

· Approximately 10 Critical Concepts are identified.

Course Map

· The Course Map is simple enough for students to keep track of their learning.

· The Course Map shows how information is connected.

· The Course Map gives a linear, left-to right representation of the order in which units will be presented.

· Unit names are simple words or phrases.

· Unit names can be expanded hierarchically.

Community Principles

· The Community Principles selected will promote a productive learning climate.

· Community Principles are worded in a way to help students get a clear picture of the learning conditions that will be developed.

· Community Principles include group principles, like teamwork, respect, etc.
· Community Principles include individual principles, like choice, accommodation, etc. 

Learning Rituals

· Learning Rituals identify the important ways in which the business of the course will be conducted.

· The Learning Rituals stated are significant, routine procedures that need to be nurtured.
Performance Options

· Performance Options address different ways students can meet the academic demands of acquiring information, storing and retrieving information, and expressing and demonstrating competence.

· The needs of students with disabilities are addressed in the Performance Options.
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