Corrective Reading
What is Corrective Reading?
Corrective Reading provides intensive intervention for students in Grades 4-12 who are reading one or more years below grade level. This program delivers tightly sequenced, carefully planned lessons that give struggling students the structure and practice necessary to become skilled, fluent readers and better learners. Four levels for decoding plus four for comprehension address the varied reading deficits and skill levels found among older students. Includes a point system based on realistic goals to motivate students who are often expected to fail. (Paragraph directly from website.)

Corrective Reading was originally researched at the University of Oregon and has been around for a long time.  It has a history of successfully teaching students to decode.  It combines direct instruction with controlled materials and moves students through a teaching sequence which is very rigid and repetitive.  This is often what these students need, however.  

A common complaint is that either the students “hate it” or the teachers “hate it.”  I have often heard from students and teachers that it is boring.  I believe that if students find it boring it is generally because they are misplaced or the teacher doesn’t like it.  Teachers who are very creative, like to design their own lessons, and like more free interaction with students very often dislike Corrective Reading.  However, to meet the needs of some students, this piece is very necessary.  The idea should be moving kids through Decoding 2B as soon as possible.  (Especially if they are in high school!)

Who does it target?  

Corrective reading is marketed as a wholistic reading approach in secondary schools. Although the research (University of Oregon) is plentiful and well-respected, students have not been shown to make the transference to secondary content success.  Many districts have used Corrective Reading as their sole reading program and have been disappointed because of that lack of transference.  This intervention is excellent when used with the right students for the right reasons.  KU-CRL and others have looked at how SIM and CR fit together, and there is some general agreement that when students have mastered Decoding 2B in Corrective Reading, they are ready to move to either Rewards (Anita Archer-Sopris) or DISSECT.
How do teachers receive PD in Corrective Reading?
There is extensive professional development that comes with Corrective Reading.  That PD is often included in part of the package in a new adoption.  Open Court is a popular K-6 reading adoption that is also published by SRA.  Corrective reading is the intervention piece that comes with that adoption.  Many times special educators receive PD in Corrective Reading.  Delivery of instruction doesn’t change; it is very routine and no deviation from the lesson is permitted.  Each lesson is scripted.  Some districts & teachers find this comforting where others feel it is very boring.  Teachers need extensive practice and feedback during the first year of use as so much of the success of the program is due to the teacher’s excitement & attitude about the program.
Where does it fit into CLC?

Corrective Reading fits into Level 4.  The key to using Corrective Reading is to know when to move OUT of it and into Word Identification and fluency work.  A great bridge from Corrective Reading 2B is Anita Archer’s REWARDS Program (Sopris West.)  It is highly structured, but moves very quickly.  Secondary teachers I know that use it really like it and see it as valuable for students that aren’t quite ready for the Word Identification Strategy.  

For more specific information on Corrective Reading, go to the following website:

http://www.sraonline.com/index.php/home/curriculumsolutions/di/correctivereading/102
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