Observation Checklist for Xtreme Reading

_____  The teacher conducts a Start-up Activity (daily)


____ Students are seated at desks when the bell rings


____ Teacher displays/assigns the start-up activity


____ Students start work on the activity when the bell rings


____ Students continue working until teacher starts the lesson

_____The teacher conducts a Guided Reading Activity (almost daily)

____ Teacher and /or students read a passage aloud from a novel/book of poetry

____ Teacher and students review the content of previous reading

____ Teacher and students review the targeted strategy/ies (N/A if strategy not introduced yet) 

____ Teacher models use of targeted strategy/ies

____ Teacher prompts student use of strategy/ies (N/A if strategy not introduced yet)

____ Teacher identifies vocabulary within the reading and elicits or supplies definitions

____ Teacher names steps of a strategy to be used/being modeled

____ Student prompts other students to use targeted strategy/ies

____ Teacher/student provides feedback about student use of the strategy

_____ The teacher introduces the vocabulary for the week/half week (every 5 hours)

____Teacher follows the generic lesson plan for introducing new vocabulary/word parts

____Teacher prompts students to use a vocabulary strategy

____Students apply strategy to new vocabulary

At least one of the following activities should be conducted each day when teaching a strategy (check the Daily Plan for the day):

_____The teacher conducts the Describe Activity


____ Teacher and students provide definitions of key terms


____ Teacher names the strategy


____ Teacher explains when and where the strategy is to be used


____ Teacher explains each step of the strategy


____ Teacher explains benefits of using the strategy


____ Teacher explains the mnemonic device

_____ The teacher conducts the Model Activity


____ Teacher and students review the strategy


____ Teacher introduces the demonstration


____ Teacher models the strategy steps while thinking aloud


____ Teacher involves the students in modeling the strategy steps

_____The teacher conducts the Verbal Practice Activities


____ Teacher and students review the strategy

____ Teacher asks questions to check student understanding (verbal elaboration activity)

____ Teacher models rapid-fire group practice

____ Students work productively in groups practicing the names of the strategy steps (rapid-fire verbal practice activity)

____ Teacher administers quiz

_____ The teacher conducts the Paired Reading Practice Activity


____ Students are paired with partners reading at about the same level


____ Students take turns using the strategy on a passage 


____ The reading passage is written at the students’ current reading level


____ Coaches use prompting questions to prompt strategy use if necessary


____ Coaches provide feedback to partners

            ____ Coaches record their partner’s responses

               ____ Teacher circulates and stops to listen and provide feedback to pairs throughout the activity


____ Teacher records student responses


____ Students take a comprehension quiz over the passage


____ Students score comprehension quizzes

_____ The teacher conducts Paired Vocabulary Practice & Quiz


____ Students work on learning vocabulary/word parts in pairs


____ Student 1 orally quizzes Student 2 over vocabulary/word parts


____ Student 2 orally quizzes Student 1 over vocabulary/word parts


____ Teacher administers vocabulary quiz

_____ The teacher conducts the Independent Practice Activity


____ Teacher and students review the strategy

____ Each student applies a strategy independently to a passage and writes responses

____ The reading passage is written at the student’s current reading level


____ Students take a comprehension quiz over the passage


____ Students score comprehension quizzes

_____ The teacher conducts the Differentiated Practice Activity


____ Teacher meets individually with a student


____ Student applies strategy to a passage with the teacher listening


____ The reading passage is written at the student’s current reading level


____ Teacher records student responses


____ Teacher provides oral feedback to the student



____ Teacher states what the student has done well



____ Teacher focuses on a category of errors



____ Teacher explains error and how to improve



____ Teacher models what to do



____ Student practices what to do

____ Teacher continues providing feedback until the student can perform it correctly.

_____ The teacher conducts the Integrated Practice Activity

____Students apply strategy/ies in paired or independent practice activity to materials that they might encounter in the world (textbook passages, magazines, etc.)

_____ The teacher conducts other instructional activities to support strategy instruction (ACHIEVE, Talking Together, SCORE Skills, Possible Selves programs)


____Teacher follows instructions in the instructor’s manual

____Teacher involves students in the instruction through asking prompting questions


____Students practice the skills


____Teacher circulates and provides feedback

Throughout the activities:

____ Teacher elicits student responses (no more than 3 statements without prompting)

____ Teacher provides immediate feedback about ACHIEVE Behaviors during/after instructional activities

____ Teacher provides immediate feedback about ACHIEVE Behaviors during/after transition activities

____ Teacher ties instruction to students’ goals/lives

____ Teacher can show records of student progress up through the reading levels

____ Student notebooks are organized (weekly assignments are stored chronologically and are scored)

____ Student have recorded vocabulary on LINCS Tables/Word Maps in their notebooks

____ Students have completed daily Start-up Activities in their journals that are up-to-date

____ Teacher talks about strategic reading and using strategies

