Intervention Matrix – Wilson Reading System
 CLC Level: 4


	Intervention: 
	Wilson Reading System (WRS)

	Purpose/Outcome: 
	Develop spelling and decoding skills

Basic decoding & Basic encoding
Fluency

Linguistic Knowledge

Experience of charted progress is reported to be a source of motivation because it serves to prescriptively guide instruction during instruction while it monitors and documents progress.   Charting correlates directly to the program placement test (WADE) as described below.

	Description: 


	Originally designed as a training program for adults with dyslexia, the Wilson Reading Program is targeted toward struggling readers with severe spelling and decoding problems who are reading at the 2nd grade level or above and follows the Orton Multisensory Approach.  Focused on decoding, spelling and fluency, WRS teaches the structure of words. Instructor and leveled student materials and manipulatives are used in the program along with the Wilson Assessment of Decoding and Encoding (WADE) which is a criterion-referenced diagnostic test used for prescriptive program placement.  The Word Identification and Spelling Test (WIST) developed by Barbara A. Wilson and Rebecca H. Felton is a separate yet related nationally standardized assessment that can be used to measure a student’s basic literacy skills (phoneme identification, word identification, spelling).  The WIST can be used to monitor annual progress while providing information about the effectiveness of an intervention program.  Please note, although Wilson Fundations targets students in grades K, 1, 2, 3, as RtI Tier 1 and Tier 2 reading and spelling programs, Wilson Reading System is used with students in grades K and 1as an RtI Tier 3 intensive intervention program.  Additionally, please note, Wilson Just Words targets students in grades 4 through 12 as an RtI Tier 2 intervention program.  Wilson Just Words provides an optional web-based technology component using an interactive board, such as SMARTboard.

	Components: 
	Students are assessed for placement on one of 12 sequential steps. Fluency is developed by the teaching of decoding skills including phoneme segmentation and orthographic knowledge. 

12 Programmatic Steps requiring mastery:

· Steps 1-2: Phonemic segmentation with ‘sound tapping’ procedure for regular and irregular closed (vc, cvc, ccvcc, cccvccc, etc.) syllable real and non-real (pseudo) words.
· Step 3 – Polysyllabic words & syllable segmentation for regular and irregular, real and non-real closed syllable words.
· Steps 4-6 vowel-consonant-e syllables, open syllables, suffixes and consonant-le regular and irregular syllables with real and non-real words and highly controlled word lists, sentences, text passages

· Steps 7 – 12: vowel-r (r-controlled) syllables, double-vowel syllables, stem-changing syllables, and other complex regular and irregular with real and non-real word structures, spelling rules, morphological principles. Students are expected to successfully read non-controlled texts.
10 Part Lesson Plan Format

· Parts 1-5: Decoding/Reading (includes sight words and vocabulary)
· Parts 6-8: Encoding/Spelling (includes sight words)
· Part 9: Read aloud short passages with controlled vocabulary

· Part 10: Students listen as the teacher models a non-controlled passage; students visualize and then retell. Students read a related decodable, non-controlled passage.
· Posttesting at the end of each step documents mastery which is required prior to moving into the next Step.

	Population: 
	Struggling primary, elementary, secondary, and adult readers. 

Students with beginning literacy skills through grade six level skills if the student has not mastered the decoding and spelling process.

	Teacher/Student Ratio
	Wilson Reading System: Small group or 1:1.   Fundations: whole class if used as preventative program, Small group or 1:1.   Just Words: small or resource class, small group or 1:1

	Setting: 


	Separate Class or

Reading Class or

Resource Room or
Tutorial settings

Please note:  Other students in a regular education classroom become very curious and often want to participate in the lesson activities when they happen to see a small group lesson underway.  

	Time:


	50 – 60 minute lesson, 2-3 times per week

1-3 years to complete the program

Greater gains can be made more quickly if instruction is intensified by more frequent scheduling or allowing 90 or 120 minute blocks with appropriate pacing and rotating of learning activities.

	Cost:


	$518 per classroom for Instructional Materials (secondary level)
$225 per person - Wilson 2-day overview training 

$179 – 6 videotapes 

$     per year - Wilson or Fundations or Just Words Academy membership which provides some printable resources, discussion boards, non-controlled and decodable texts.

Level I Certification provides for a one or two day seminar class followed by a practicum with a series of observations into Step 3 closed multisyllabic words with feedback, pre and post testing support, and direct lesson plan support by a WRS Trainer which most teachers prefer after attending the overview training if their districts will support the certification expense.

	What Content Teacher Does:
	Continues to teach while compensating for limited levels of literacy to promote content mastery and by making the necessary modifications for students wih learning problems.  Once students enter Step 2 and Step 3, Content Teachers may collaborate with the Support Teacher for assignments such as vocabulary and spelling lists, quiet reinforcement of reading and spelling strategies in class, reinforcement of fluency strategies.  Secondary students in Step 1, 2 and 3 may need to be provided books on CD/tape/e-text as part of learning centers or homework.

	What Support Teacher Does:
	Learns how to use the program:

· Requires Training (2 day overview workshop) or

· Read manual, watch 6 video tapes and observe a Wilson teacher or
· Recommended:  Participate in Level I Certification Seminar and Supervised Practicum through Step 3 closed multisyllabic words.

· Optional: Participate in Level II Certification with 2 sets of 2 day Seminars and Practicum corresponding to each Seminar.

· Utilize resources found on Wilson / Fundations Academy

Instructs students:  
Collaborates with Content Teacher:  help student decode and encode vocabulary and spelling lists, promote generalization of reading and spelling strategies in class, promote generalization of fluency strategies in class.

Methodology: Explicit Instruction through describing or defining, verbal rehearsal, modeling, think-aloud, scaffolding, questioning, chaining, guided analysis, strategic instruction, guided & independent practice, diagnostic instruction, inductive & cooperative learning. Determine how to pace student through 12 step program

Ask questions to prompt self-correction

Content: Phoneme blending and segmentation, syllables, prefixes, and suffixes, language concepts, word parts, word meanings, and spelling rules.

	What Student Does:
	Participates in lessons moving from controlled vocabulary to non-controlled:

· Oral and Silent reading

· Oral and Silent spelling

· Oral and Silent sentence-writing

· Visualizes and Retells  passages 

· Maintains a notebook for linguistic rules, sight words, and vocabulary words 

	Research Base:


	There has not been an independent evaluation of program with secondary age students.  
Research references can be found on the Wilson Language Training website, including a fMRI study at the Center for Cognitive Brain Imaging at Carnegie Mellon University in collaboration with the Department of Brain and Cognitive Sciences at Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
1. Pre-experimental one-group pretest-posttest design (Shavelson)

1995 – Reported in McIntyre, C. and Pickering, J. (eds.) Clinical studies of multisensory structured language education. Salem, OR: International Structured Langue Education Council

· Pre-Post data on 220 students identified for special education, grades 3-12, from 3 states taught by Wilson trained teachers.

· Independent Measure: Woodcock Reading Mastery Test-Revised

· Sample: Convenience

· Procedure: 2 or 3, 1:1, 50-60 minute lessons per week for one school year. (avg. of 62 lessons per student)

· Results (student scores aggregated): Average growth of 4.6 grade levels in Word Attack and 1.9 grade levels in Total Reading on Woodcock Reading Mastery Test

2. Data Compilation Report

2002 Pre-Post-Data Analysis of WRS http://www.wilsonlanguage.com

· Pre-Post data collected from two cohorts (176 students in cohort 1 and 198 students in cohort 2) receiving WRS in subsequent years from Wilson tutors in multiple sites across U.S.

· Independent Measure: Woodcock Reading Mastery

· Sample: Convenience

· Mean age of subjects: 10 and 11 years, respectively

· Mean IQ scores: 97.7 and 96.4, respectively

· Two cohorts combined for gender comparison based on lack of significant difference in pre- and post scores as well as results of t-tests comparing change scores. 

· (all p’s >.17)

· Entire sample combined (gender) as t-test yielded no statistically significant results (all p’s > .11). Change scores computed for each subject and mean change scores for gender compared yielding no statistically significant differences (all p’s > .32).

· Students gains on Total Reading Cluster based on severity:

TRC1 = 8.30, TRC 2 = 5.25, TRC 3 = 3.27 (most to least severe)

· Mean difference by Grade:

Gr. 3 = 5.09, Gr. 4 = 5.91, Gr. 5 = 4.49, Gr. 6 = 2.29, Gr. 7/8 = 7.67

	Replications: 


	None

See the Wilson Language Training for their list of research studies involving Wilson Reading System, Fundations, and Just Words.



	Evaluations: 
	Students record progress on daily progress charts with mastery requirements of 93% and 80% accuracy for real words and non-real words respectively.  

Dictation assignments should meet 80% accuracy for spelling real words and sight words. 
Each Step provides a posttest which must meet mastery requirements for reading and spelling real words at 93% and 75% accuracy respectively.  Reading non-real words must meet mastery requirements of 80% accuracy.
Progress measures are level of decoding and encoding mastery.

WADE and WIST can be readministered at the appropriate times to evaluate progress and program effectiveness.

Grades for a Resource Reading class can include the posttests scores for each Step, as well as workbook and notebook completion scores, at the teacher’s discretion.

The Publisher/Author recommend WRS/Fundations/Just Words be implemented as part of a larger literacy program.  
No discussion found re: High-stakes tests 



	Professional Development: 
	To use materials: 2 day overview workshop or

Read manual, watch 6 video tapes and watch a Wilson teacher

Wilson or Fundations or Just Words Academy membership which provides some printable resources, discussion boards, non-controlled and decodable texts.

Three levels of advanced training toward Wilson Certification:
Level I Certification provides for a one or two day seminar class followed by a practicum with a series of observations into Step 3 closed multisyllabic words with feedback, pre and post testing support, and direct lesson plan support by a WRS Trainer which most teachers prefer after attending the overview training if their districts will support the certification expense.

Level II Certification with 2 sets of 2 day Seminars and Practicum corresponding to each Seminar.
(There is a Training of Trainers program.)

	Risks:


	This is not a complete literacy program, so teacher must include other elements of a literacy program.
This is not a complete learning strategies program, so teacher must include additional reading comprehension and writing strategies beyond vocabulary, visual imagery, retelling, and sentence dictation writing as students progress through the Steps.

This is not a test-preparation program, so the teacher must include a high-stakes test preparation program.
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