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& LITERACY IN HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES. SCIENCE, AND TECHNICAL SUBJECTS

Writing Standards 6-12

The following standards for grades 6-12 offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and
applications. Each year in their writing, students should demonstrate increasing sophistication in all aspects of language use, from vocabulary and syntax to

the development and organization of ideas, and they should address increasingly demanding content and sources. Students advancing through the grades are
expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades. The expected growth
in student writing ability is reflected both in the standards themselves and in the collection of annotated student writing samples in Appendix C.
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Write arguments to support claims with clear
reasons and relevant evidence.
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_Grade 7 students:
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ite arguments to support claims with clear
reasons and relevant evidence.

Write arguments

rade students: _

ol o A VL NS

to support claims with clear

reasons and relevant evidence.

a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and
and evidence clearly. opposing claims, and organize the reasons and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and evidence logically. opposing claims, and organize the reasons and
relevant evidence, using credible sources and b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and evidence logically.
demonstrating an understanding of the tapic relevant evidence, using accurate, credible b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and
or text. sources and demonstrating an understanding relevant evidence, using accurate, credible
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the of the topic or text. sources and demonstrating an understanding
relationships among claim(s) and reasons. c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create of the topic or text.
Establish and maintain a formal style. cohesion and clarify the relationships among ¢. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create
e. Provide a concluding statement or section cla:m(fs), reasons,.anc?l evidence. cor}esmn and cEarifs{ the relationships among
that follows from the argument presented. d. Establish and maintain a formal style. claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section d. Establish and maintain a formal style.
that follows from and supports the argument e. Provide a concluding statement or section

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis
of relevant content,

presented.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a

topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis
of relevant content.

that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a

topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis of
relevant content.

a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what
and information, using strategies such as is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, information, using strategies such as definition, information into broader categories; inciude
and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., classification, comparisen/contrast, and cause/ formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to
and multimedia when useful to aiding graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia aiding comprehension.
comprehension, when useful to aiding comprehension. b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, b, Develop the topic with relevant facts, facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or definitions, concrete details, quotations, or or other information and examples.
other information and examples. other information and examples. c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create

c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion cohesion and clarify the relationships among
relationships among ideas and concepts. and clarify the relationships among ideas and ideas and concepts.

d. Use precise language and domain-specific concepts. d. Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
topic. vocabulary to inform about or explain the e, Establish and maintain a formal style.

. Establish and maintain a formal style. tapie f.  Provide a concluding statement or section that

f.  Provide a concluding statement or section that
follows from the information or explanation
presented.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style.

f.  Provide a concluding statement or section
that follows from and supports the information
or explanation presented.

follows from and supports the information or
explanation presented.



