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Feature Article: Understanding Evidence Terminology to Communicate SIM Impact

~Jocelyn Washburn

1The term ‘evidence-based practice’ (EBP) is often used interchangeably
with research-based practice; however, there are important distinctions
between these terms and educators should be mindful of when and how
they  are  used.  The  Clarifying  Table  below  provides  the  core  idea
underlying the term ‘evidence-based practice’ andexplores connections
between  the  term  ‘evidence-based  practice,’  and  related  practices,
programs, and terminology. Consider these questions: If  educators use
evidence-based  practices  designed  to  teach  reading  skills,  is  that

practice in accordance with the Science of Reading? Is SIM™ evidence-based or research-based? Is SIM on the 

list of practices schools are permitted to use? Questions such as these drive the purpose behind this article 

with the hope that it will be useful to SIM Professional Developers encountering similar quandaries in their 

work.  Read the full article: Understanding Evidence Terminology to Communicate SIM Impact2

SIM Stories

The Meaning Behind the Symbol for the Professional Development Research 

Institute (PDRI): A Human-Interest Story3

What I Know Now That I Didn't Know Then:4 

5An Interview with Jocelyn Washburn

SIM Announcements
You're invited! KUCRL is launching a new cadre focused on the use of the Higher Order Thinking and 
Reasoning (HOTR) category of Content Enhancement Routines.  If you would like to join this cadre, 
please email jwashburn@ku.edu6 by December 18th. The first meeting will take place in January 2021.  
Learn more about the cadre.7
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Share your Word Mapping Resources 8Monica Harris, author of the SIM Word Mapping Strategy, is 

conducting research and has asked for those who are willing to share professional developer and teacher 

developed resources related to Word Mapping (particularly for its use in science classes and as an 

embedded LS (thinking Level 2 of the CLC)). Thanks so much for your help!

Check out the Group Progress Highlights on the SIM Work Groups and Cadres website9 (click and 
scroll down to the Progress Highlights section)

10

SIM Tools & Resources

The new website for Xtreme Reading Teachers is 
now live!  Please contact us at simpd.ku.edu11 to 
register for access to the site.  If you have worked 
or are working with teachers in Xtreme Reading, 
send us their name and email or have them 
contact us via this form12 and we'll invite them to 
the site.
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13

Xtreme Reading Classroom Data Tool is now 
available13 in the Additional Resources 
section of Xtremeville and on the Xtreme 
Reading Teacher Resources Website!

https://simville.ku.edu/stratenotes-website
https://forms.gle/xeUYfW5zkzjraBC56
simpd@ku.edu
https://simvilledev.ku.edu/node/158
https://simvilledev.ku.edu/node/149


14

Technology-Enhanced SIM Learning Strategy 
Instructional Delivery

15

Tour of SIM Professional Developer Resources
Jocelyn Washburn has put together this Video Tour 
of SIM PD Resources15 for new professional 
developers. Please have a look today, you may find 
something new.
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Contact The Strategic Instruction Model (SIM)
simpd@ku.edu

785-864-0626
The University of Kansas
Center for Research on Learning
1122 West Campus Road, Room 708
Lawrence, KS 66045

The University of Kansas prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, religion, sex, national origin, age, ancestry, disability, status as a veteran, sexual orientation, marital status, parental status, 
gender identity, gender expression, and genetic information in the university's programs and activities. Retaliation is also prohibited by university policy. The following persons have been designated to handle 

inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies and are the Title IX coordinators for their respective campuses: Director of the Office of Institutional Opportunity & Access, IOA@ku.edu, Room 1082, Dole 
Human Development Center, 1000 Sunnyside Avenue, Lawrence, KS 66045, 785-864-6414, 711 TTY (for the Lawrence, Edwards, Parsons, Yoder, and Topeka campuses); Director, Equal Opportunity Office, Mail 

Stop 7004, 4330 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Fairway, KS 66205, 913-588-8011, 711 TTY (for the Wichita, Salina, and Kansas City, Kansas medical center campuses).
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