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Integrating Higher Order Thinking Routines: A 
Pathway to Academic Rigor 

In their 2025 SIM Florida Update Session: Integrating Higher Order Thinking Routines: A Pathway 

to Academic Rigor, SIM Authors, Keith B. Lenz and Jan Bulgren, explored the significance of 

higher order thinking routines (HOTR), the nuances of the SMARTER Instructional Cycle, and the 

collaborative efforts of educators to enhance student engagement and understanding through 

these methodologies. SMARTER serves as a structured framework that guides educators in their 

decision-making processes while teaching. As outlined in this session, SMARTER is designed to 

enhance the integration of HOTR into everyday teaching practices. This cyclical approach allows 

for continuous assessment and adjustment of instructional strategies, ensuring that the needs 

of all learners are met. The synergy between the SMARTER and HOTR is particularly impactful; 

as educators utilize SMARTER to plan and execute lessons, they can seamlessly incorporate 

higher order thinking routines to elevate the rigor of their instruction. As educators strive to 

equip students with the skills necessary for success in an ever-evolving world, integrating higher 

order thinking routines (HOTR) into instructional practices emerges as a pivotal strategy.  

Click here to view the session. 

 

 
SIM News 

 

We're excited to announce that the Content Enhancement Routine manuals and a few more 

of the Learning Strategies manuals can now be purchased through University of Kansas 

Center for Research on Learning! We had a fun moving day a few weekends ago, with help from 

family to get the books over to the Center. Thanks to everyone who helped and made this move 

possible!  Here is a link to the new order form. 

https://vimeo.com/1059015920/bc3a73dd2c
https://www.facebook.com/kucrl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX3ND9Yg_9Jhese7FfZaEIhGr7VhBJcPdzTk2Rj-bvagHv8JrfT__7uTx8MVdqUR7pxB32isrX39RN1ba6ygig5ju_PELL8MLp2Hjl9RUZQGn_pDFC5ZhE3H2R1oPHzB8T-yQSpX_DOhTPYwSS2PpFMkpxsoxWmnOLvHsngRndtjw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/kucrl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX3ND9Yg_9Jhese7FfZaEIhGr7VhBJcPdzTk2Rj-bvagHv8JrfT__7uTx8MVdqUR7pxB32isrX39RN1ba6ygig5ju_PELL8MLp2Hjl9RUZQGn_pDFC5ZhE3H2R1oPHzB8T-yQSpX_DOhTPYwSS2PpFMkpxsoxWmnOLvHsngRndtjw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://sim.ku.edu/kucrl-order-forms
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Join us for a virtual session to talk about SIM. Upcoming 

dates: 

o April 24, 2025 - 1:00 pm EST - This time we’ll be talking 

about SIM crosswalks with other initiatives, administrator 

checklists, Canvas Courses, and answering any questions 

administrators might have about SIM. 

o June 4, 2025 - 1:00 pm EST  

o July 15, 2025 - 3:00 pm EST 

o Oct. 16, 2025 - 4: 00 pm EST 

 

We'd love to have your help gathering testimonials and content for posts. These can be 

short 5-10 sec. video clips of you walking into school saying something like "I'm going to be 

working with teachers on the SIM Sentence Writing Strategies today", photos (with 

permissions), or even just some words you'd like us to post.  You can also send us longer 

stories about how SIM has impacted your teaching and your students (here's a 

great example: https://www.facebook.com/KUCRL.SIM/videos/579015081619307/). Please 

feel free to share any words, videos, pics, or graphics, or tag us in a short 5-10 sec. selfie video 

the next time you're doing SIM PD.  simpd@ku.edu Thanks! 

 

SIM in the Field 

The 2025 SIM Southeast Conference took place in North Carolina in March, with lots of great 

sessions and both old and new friends taking part.  

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/KUCRL.SIM/videos/579015081619307/
https://simvilledev.ku.edu/node/simpd@ku.edu
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Recent Publications by KU CRL Staff and SIM Network Members: 

o Lindo, E. J., Martínez-Álvarez, P., Sulivan, A. L., & King Thorius, K. (2025). Existence and 

Persistence During Divisive and Uncertain Times. Exceptional Children, 91(3), 233-235. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/00144029251323745 (Original work published 2025) 

o Goldman, Samantha & Smith, Sean & Carreon, Adam. (2025). Artificial Intelligence to 

Support Writing Outcomes for Students With Disabilities. Journal of Special Education 

Technology. 10.1177/01626434251326328.  

We know many of you attend and present at educational conferences around the U.S. We 

monitor this list of conferences that KU CRL Researchers or SIM PDers might  attend or 

submit presentation proposals to in order to spread the word about SIM. Please feel free 

to check it out and let us know if there are conferences that we should consider 

adding.  Additionally, we'd love to know if you're presenting anywhere.  We are always 

happy to keep up with what is happening for our network members! 

Join the SIM Professional Developer Facebook Group 

at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/SIMPDers  

Have an idea for a SIM StoryCorps to highlight your story with SIM?  please feel free to 

share it simpd@ku.edu] 

 

SIM Resources & Reminders 

Reminders: 

• Update your StrateDirectory information so that others in the network can find you 

and/or we can contact you with referrals for PD in your area. 

• Report your SIM PD work - We use this information to help us apply for grants and 

to share the impact SIM is having around the world. This is especially important 

right now with everything that is happening in the broader landscape of US 

education. 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15E1s4JDgd3xFg3XC07saEqNG6_2NeuDhc1wiljO3jr4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SIMPDers
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-storycorps
https://simvilledev.ku.edu/node/simpd@ku.edu
https://directory.kucrl.org/login
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SIMPDSessions
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Resources:  

• Have a listen to the Notebook LM (AI) created podcast 

overviews for: SIM, Learning Strategies, and Content Enhancement Routines.  

 

2025 SIM One-Page Flyer 

 
 

 

Upcoming SIM Events: 

• SIM Update Conferences for PDers and Specialists 

o April 2025 - Spring Virtual SIM Conference - ongoing through April 

o October, 2025 - Fall Virtual SIM Conference 

• Do you know someone who wants to Become a SIM Professional Developer?  Tell 

them about the Content Literacy Leadership Institute (CLLI) 

o Next session: June - October, 2025  

o Intent to apply form due: May 1 

https://sim.ku.edu/sites/sim/files/files/Audio%20Files/SIM%20Overview%20NotebookLM.m4v
https://sim.ku.edu/sites/sim/files/files/Audio%20Files/LS%20Overview%20Webinar%20NotebookLM.m4v
https://sim.ku.edu/sites/sim/files/files/Audio%20Files/CER%20Overview%208_32.mp3
https://simvilledev.ku.edu/sites/default/files/Xtremeville/Ohio%20Flyer%202-1.png
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-events
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-2025-spring-virtual-update-conference
https://sim.ku.edu/content-literacy-leadership-institute-clli
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• SIM Online PD Classes for educators (self-paced courses on Canvas, with follow-up 

coaching time) 

o Content Enhancement Routines:  

▪ Cross-Curricular Argumentation Routine 

▪ Framing Routine 

▪ Unit Organizer Routine 

o Learning Strategies:  

▪ Fundamentals of Paraphrasing and Summarizing Strategy  

▪ The Paragraph Writing Strategy 

▪ Possible Selves Strategy (1st or 2nd edition)  

 

KU Center for Research on Learning 

1200 Sunnyside Ave, Haworth 3107 

Lawrence, Kansas 66045 

simpd@ku.edu 

785-864-0626 

 
The University of Kansas prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, religion, sex, national origin, 

age, ancestry, disability, status as a veteran, sexual orientation, marital status, parental status, gender identity, gender 

expression, and genetic information in the university's programs and activities. Retaliation is also prohibited by 

university policy. The following persons have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination 

policies and are the Title IX coordinators for their respective campuses: Associate Vice Chancellor for the Office of 

Civil Rights and Title IX, civilrights@ku.edu, Room 1082, Dole Human Development Center, 1000 Sunnyside 

Avenue, Lawrence, KS 66045, 785-864-6414, 711 TTY (for the Lawrence, Edwards, Parsons, Yoder, and Topeka 

campuses); Director, Equal Opportunity Office, Mail Stop 7004, 4330 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Fairway, KS 

66205, 913-588-8011, 711 TTY (for the Wichita, Salina, and Kansas City, Kansas medical center campuses).  

 

The University of Kansas is a public institution governed by the Kansas Board of Regents. 

 

https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-cross-curricular-argumentation-routine
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-framing-routine
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-unit-organizer-routine
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-fund-paraphrasingsummarizing-canvas
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-pl-paragraph-writing-canvas
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-possible-selves-canvas
mailto:simpd@ku.edu
mailto:civilrights@ku.edu
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