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Greetings from the University of Kansas Center for 
Research on Learning! 

I’m pleased to have this opportunity to thank members 
of the SIM Professional Development Network for all 
you do to improve life outcomes for students and for 
the important role you play in the continued success of 
the CRL. Your support, critical thinking, and targeted 
feedback has played a major role in our success. We 
appreciate your commitment to our partnership.

Mike Hock Announces new SIM PD Network Director
CALENDAR

April 8 - May 6, 2019
Spring Virtual Update 
for SIM Professional 
Developers

June 10-14, 2019
CE Potential 
Professional Developers 
Institute (PPDI) - Austin, 
TX

June 11-14
SIM Theme Writing 
Strategies Professional 
Learning Workshop - 
Lawrence, KS

June 11-14
Xtreme Reading Program 
Professional Learning 
Workshop - Lawrence, KS

June 17-21, 2019
CE & LS Potential 
Professional Developers 
Institute (PPDI) - Florida

June 17-21, 2019
SIM LS and CE PPDI - 
Cumming, GA

June 24-26, 2019
SIM Academy at 
James Madison 
University - 
Harrisonburg, VA 

July 16-18, 2019
SIMposium, 
International SIM 
Conference
Lawrence, KS

I have some important news to share.  As many of you know, Dr. Patty Graner has 
retired from the University of Kansas. Patty has been a wonderful spokesperson 
for KUCRL and the SIM PD Network and has been instrumental in the network’s 
success. She has worked tirelessly to ensure that network members received the 
support they needed to impact the way teachers teach and students learn. Her 
passion for this work is unmatched and she leaves a leadership legacy that will 
be hard to follow. We thank Patty for all she has accomplished at the CRL and 
look forward to a continuing partnership. 

With leadership change, there is often an opportunity for new leaders to rise 
to the challenge, continuing the strong foundation established over time, 
and exploring new ideas that make us even stronger as an organization. I am 
convinced that we have found an outstanding person to fill the leadership 
legacy of Dr. Graner. 

I am pleased to introduce Jocelyn Washburn as the next Director of the SIM 
PD Network and Senior Associate Researcher at CRL. Jocelyn was selected in 
one of the most competitive searches I have personally experienced. The talent 
pool within the SIM Network is outstanding and the selection process left the 
committee in awe of all the candidates. Jocelyn’s history of leadership in the 
network and her vision for conducting research to support SIM is exciting, 
innovative, and well thought out. I share with you the enthusiasm of the search 
committee as we keep the CRL viable and move to an even larger presence on 
the national literacy stage. Please join us in welcoming Jocelyn in her new role!

Michael F. Hock, Ph.D.
Senior Research Scientist
Director  KU-CRL 
Director Institute for Research on Adolescent Learning
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Hello SIM Network, 

I would like to thank you for your time and energy 
to maintain your SIM certification and for your 
dedication to providing professional learning in 
these evidence-based practices for teachers. I’d 
like to share a little about my background, my 
core beliefs, and my vision for the SIM Network. 

SIM has been a part of my teaching career since 
my first month of teaching. Over the years, my 
role has evolved, yet my positions have always 
involved leadership in SIM. Soon after I became 
a SIM Professional Developer, first in Learning 
Strategies, and later in Content Enhancement, 
I became an instructional coach, specifically to 
support teachers with SIM. During that time, I 
coordinated the Content Literacy Continuum for 
two schools in my division and simultaneously led 
a SIM initiative at two other schools. In my position 
just prior to this, among other responsibilities, I co-
led efforts in Virginia to integrate SIM with other 
state-wide initiatives and continued to provide 
technical assistance and instructional coaching to 
teachers.

I am excited to continue my growth as a leader 
within the SIM Network in this new role as a 
facilitator of our collective efforts to expand access 
to SIM and deliver the best literacy instruction to 
adolescents. I feel great appreciation for my formal 
and informal mentors and previous leadership 
at CRL. I have a deep sense of responsibility to 
others. I see my role as a liaison between you, as a 
SIM Professional Developer, and the support that 
the CRL can provide. It is important to me that 
I spend time listening to your ideas and needs. 
During the next year, I would like to speak to as 

Meet Jocelyn Washburn, New SIM PD Network Director

many SIM Professional Developers as possible. 
Please contact me to tell me about your efforts 
with SIM, to share about your requests and needs, 
or to brainstorm new ideas! 

My vision for the SIM Network is based on four 
ideas: First, I would like us to have conversations 
about how to adapt our efforts based on contextual 
needs, which would include reviewing what 
elements remain constant to maintain integrity. 
Secondly, I would like to expand access to SIM by 
reevaluating how teachers learn about SIM and 
receive professional development. Thirdly, I hope 
to connect and align our work with SIM to local, 
state, and national initiatives. Lastly, I see the next 
steps with our SIM Network happening through 
collaboration because the greatest innovations 
will be developed when our ideas build upon 
each other’s ideas. 

I look forward to 
working with you and 
am excited for what the 
future holds!

Best wishes, 
Jocelyn Washburn
jwashburn@ku.edu
785.864.0622
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TAKE A DEEP DIVE
This year’s SIMposium we will include half-day DEEP Dive sessions! Registrants will choose their 

top three from the following sessions and the top choices will be offered at the conference:
A Response to Adolescent Limited 
Reading Proficiency: Fusion 
Reading Program

- Mike Hock, Irma Brasseur Hock
During this deep dive session, 
participants will be provided with 
explicit professional learning in 
the Establish the Course unit, 
detailed information regarding 
implementation options and 
most frequently asked questions.  
Participants will leave this session 
prepared to explain the Fusion 
Reading Program along with 
marketing materials, as well as, 
be prepared to implement the 
Establish the Course unit.

Strategies and Tactics for Flipping 
Failing School Districts

- Ed Ellis

Implementing Writing with the 
Higher Order Thinking and 
Reasoning Routines

- Patty Graner
The SIM Higher Order Thinking and 
Reasoning Routines (Teaching Cause 
and Effect, Scientific Argumentation, 
Teaching Decision Making, and 
Question Exploration) can be useful 
to content teachers working on 
building students’ higher order 
reasoning and thinking muscles, but 
they can also be used effectively to 
help produce an essay in which they 
support their reasoning. We will 
explore and practice the practical 
aspects of writing that essay - useful 
to your teachers learning how to use 
this routine. 

Instructional Coaching and SIM
- Jim Knight

Xtreme Reading PD Cohort
- Pam Leitzell, Diane Gillam
 KUCRL receives multiple inquiries 
about Xtreme reading from schools 
and districts each week. Are you 
interested in being a part of the 
Xtreme Reading PD Cohort? 

SIM Math Strategies
Are you interested in being a 
part of the SIM Math Strategies 
PD Cohort? Attend this deep 
dive to learn about the SIM Math 
Strategies and how to present 
them to teachers.

SIM Social Emotional Learning 
programs in the Classroom

- interested in helping to facilitate this 
session, contact monatipton@ku.edu

https://sim.ku.edu/2019-simposium-home-page
https://sim.ku.edu/paula-lancaster-presenter-2019
https://sim.ku.edu/2019-simposium-home-page
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2019 SIMposium Registration  
Doubletree Hotel • 200 McDonald Dr. • Lawrence, Kansas 

July 16-18, 2019

$ _______

 _______

r 50
For registrations postmarked after June 15, 2018, add $25 late fee.

r $ _______

$ _______

_______________________________________________________________   

important conference information   

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________

The University of Kansas prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, religion, sex, national origin, age, ancestry, disability, status as a vet-eran, sexual 
orientation, marital status, parental status, gender identity, gender expression and genetic information in the University’s programs and activi-ties. The following person has 
been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: Director of the Office of Institutional Opportunity and Access, IOA@ku.edu, 1246 W. Campus 

Road, Room 153A, Lawrence, KS, 66045, (785) 864-6414, 711 TTY.

Video Release: KUCRL will videotape this 
conference for use in future educational and 
publicity products.  By attending, you consent to 
our use of any video in which you may appear.       
Events and Materials: With your paid 
registration, you also receive professional 
development materials distributed during the 
conference, refreshments during breaks and 
admission to the social.

Cancellation Policy: If you cannot attend the conference, 
you must notify KUCRL by July 1, 2019 to receive a full 
refund of your registration fee, minus $50 processing fee.  
We will be unable to issue refunds after July 1, 2019. 
Return Completed registration to: 
KUCRL, Joseph R. Pearson Hall   
1122 West Campus Rd., 7th Floor   
Lawrence, KS 66045   
Fax: 785.864.5728   Email: orderkucrl@ku.edu 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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https://sim.ku.edu/sim-theme-writing-strategies-institute-teachers
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https://sim.ku.edu/2019-xtreme-reading-program-professional-learning-workshop
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STRATEWORKS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2018-2019: $50
SEPTEMBER 1, 2018-AUGUST 31, 2019 

State: ZIP: 

State: ZIP: 
   Work Phone: 

Name:  
Home Address: 
City: 
Work Address:   
City: 
Home Phone:  
Primary Email address:
Alternate email address: 

Please indicate whether you are interested in receiving referrals for any of the following:
     Independent professional development work when inquiries are received from your area/state 
     Mentoring teachers in earning SIM micro-credentials (badges)
    Tutoring students in SIM strategies
    Sharing SIM success stories
    Research Opportunities

Comments:

3-digit security code (req.)

! Check (made payable to KUCRL)
! Credit card (Visa or MasterCard) #
Expiration date:
Name on card:

Phone:
Billing address (req.):   
Authorization signature: 
Email for paid receipt:

! P.O. # Name of institution issuing P.O.: 
Mail or fax completed form and your payment of $50 (U.S.) to

KUCRL, 1122 West Campus Rd, JRP - 7th Floor
Lawrence, KS 66045-3101

Fax: 785.864.5728 Email: orderkucrl@ku.edu Call: 785.864.4780
The University of Kansas prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, religion, sex, national origin, age, ancestry, disability, status as a 
veteran, sexual orientation, marital status, parental status, gender identity, gender expression and genetic information in the University's programs and 
activities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: Director of the Offtce of Institutional 

Opportunity and Access, IOA@ku.edu, 1246 W. Campus Road, Room 153A, Lawrence, KS, 66045, (785) 864-6414, 711 TTY. 

Strateworks membership includes: 
• SIMville - a collection of resources and assets on our website available to active SIM Professional Developers
• SIM Professional Developer Micro-credentials -  http://sim.ku.edu/microcredentials
• Stratenotes - electronic newsletter
• Stratedirectory Online - a searchable, web-based listing of SIM Professional Developers
• SIMTRAINER-L - an optional e-mail discussion list for SIM Professional Developers

Check here to be added to SIMTRAINER-L

Visit the SIM Website at: sim.ku.edu   Report your PD online at: www.surveymonkey.com/r/SIMPDSessions

Regardless of when you begin or renew your membership, the Strateworks membership year begins in September and runs 
through August of the next year. Thus, if you renew your membership in December, your membership is valid through 
the following August. Back issues of all Stratenotes newsletters are available in the Stratenotes section of SIMville.

PAYMENT INFORMATION 
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The University of Kansas prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, religion, sex, national origin, age, ancestry, disability, status 
as a veteran, sexual orientation, marital status, parental status, gender identity, gender expression and genetic information in the University’s 
programs and activities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: Director of the 
Office of Institutional Opportunity and Access, IOA@ku.edu, 1246 W. Campus Road, Room 153A, Lawrence, KS 66045, 785.864.6414, 711 TTY.

The University of Kansas
Center for Research on Learning 
Joseph R. Pearson Hall
1122 West Campus Road 
Lawrence, KS 66045-3101
Main Office: 785.864.4780
Order Desk: 785.864.0617
Fax: 785.864.5728
E-mail: simpd@ku.edu

Contributors:
Peony Allen  
Mike Hock
Mona Tipton
Jocelyn Washburn

STRATENOTES is published six timesa year by 
the University of Kansas Center for Research 
on Learning as part of Strateworks for the 
International Professional Development Net-
work. Publication period 2016–2017; cost 
$50.00. Permission to reproduce any or all 
parts of Stratenotes to support professional 
development activities is hereby given. 

SIM CALENDAR

April 8 - May 6, 2019
Spring Virtual Update for SIM Professional 
Developers

June 10-14, 2019
CE Potential Professional Developers Institute (PPDI) - 
Austin, TX

June 11-14
SIM Theme Writing Strategies Professional Learning 
Workshop - Lawrence, KS

June 11-14
Xtreme Reading Program Professional 
Learning Workshop - Lawrence, KS

June 17-21, 2019
SIM CE & LS Potential Professional Developers 
Institute (PPDI) - Florida 

June 17-21, 2019
SIM CE & LS Potential Professional Developers 
Institute (PPDI- Cumming, GA

June 24-26, 2019
SIM Academy at James Madison University - 
Harrisonburg, VA 

July 16-18, 2019
SIMposium, International SIM Conference
Lawrence, KS

For a complete list of SIM events, including those not 
coordinated by KUCRL, visit: SIM.KU.EDU 
WANT TO LIST YOUR OPEN SESSIONS ON THE SIM CALEN-
DAR? We are contacted by hundreds of educators each 
year who have heard about SIM or CLC and are looking 
for opportunities to learn more. Email information about 
your open sessions to monatipton@ku.edu to be included 
in the online SIM Events Calendar.

SIM ONLINE RESOURCES

SIM WEBSITE
http://sim.ku.edu/

SIM EVENTS
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-events

SIMVILLE
http://simville.ku.edu/

PUBLICATION LIST
https://kucrl.ku.edu/research_publications

SIM on FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/KUCRL.SIM

SIM on TWITTER
@StrateTweets

SIM on INSTAGRAM
SIMPDKU

Report your PD online at: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SIMPDSessions
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