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KU-CRL Staff

The 2007 International SIM Confer-
ence is fast approaching, and we still 
have several opportunities for you to 
share your experiences and terrifi c 
ideas with others in the network. We 
especially hope you will consider 
presenting in one of the “Neatest 
Things” sessions. These two ses-
sions—one for Content Enhancement 
and one for Learning Strategies—are 
open to anyone willing to complete 
the prompt “The neatest thing I do 
when I do sessions on _____ is …” 
Each one of you likely has a multi-
tude of excellent ideas you’re burst-
ing to share in this way. Pick your 
favorite—or two favorites—and let 
us know so we can pencil you in! See 
page 3 or e-mail crl@ku.edu.

Dish on Data
Another session that’s sure to 

feature tips you can use right away 
is “Dish on Data.” If the emphasis 
on scientifi cally based research and 
data-based instruction, especially as 
it relates to the Strategic Instruction 
Model, leaves you at a loss for words, 
plan to attend Thursday’s general 
session.

A panel of experts—starring some 

of your favorite KU-CRL research-
ers—will address questions that 
may arise about the research behind 
SIM interventions. If you have been 
challenged to respond to a particu-
larly tricky question, or if you have 
questions of your own, now is your 
chance to hear the experts speak. 
Send us your question in advance to 
ensure that the panel will have time 
to answer it during the session.

You may e-mail your question to 
crl@ku.edu.

Tutorial Friday
Need a refresher on a specifi c SIM 

intervention that you haven’t pre-

sented in awhile? Want to brush up 
your knowledge in a particular area? 
If so, plan to attend Tutorial Friday. 
We are recruiting expert professional 
developers to lead small-group how-
to sessions on specifi c SIM interven-
tions. If you want to participate in 
such a group or believe you could 
lead one of these discussions, com-
plete the form on page 2.

Conference web site
For complete information about 

the conference or to download reg-
istration forms, visit the conference 
web site: www.kucrl.org/confer-
ences/sim.

Summer fun
The Treasures of SIM conference isn’t the only fun to be had 
in Lawrence this summer! We also have an enticing lineup 
of workshops for classroom teachers, higher education 
faculty, and future SIM Professional Developers.

Please share the information on pages 3 and 4 with 
teachers and schools you think would be interested in 
learning more about SIM.

More information and registration forms are available on 
our web site: www.kucrl.org/institutes.
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Tentative Conference Schedule
Wednesday-Friday, July 18-20, 2007

SpringHill Suites • Lawrence, Kan.

Wednesday, July 18
8:00 a.m.-8:30 a.m. Welcome, opening session
8:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m. Keynote address
9:45 a.m.-11:15 a.m. Breakout sessions
11:15 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Lunch on your own
1:00 p.m.-3:15 p.m. Breakout sessions
3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m. Kaleidoscope
5:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m.  Social

Thursday, July 19
8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m. KU-CRL overview, awards recognition
9:00 a.m.-10:15 a.m. General Session: Data
10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Breakout sessions
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Lunch on your own
1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. Breakout sessions

Friday, July 20
7:15 a.m.-8:15 a.m. Poster session and continental breakfast
8:15 a.m.-8:45 a.m. New professional developer recognition
 & attendance pins
8:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Breakout sessions, grab-and-go lunch
12:30 p.m.-1:00 p.m. Closing session

2007 Preconference 
Workshops 

July 16-17, 2007

Using Community Building 
and Cooperative Thinking 
Strategies Multimedia CD 
Programs
Sue Vernon, Edge Enterprises
12:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Monday, July 16

Instructional Coaching
Jim Knight, KU-CRL
8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, July 17

Coaching Classroom 
Management 
Jim Knight, KU-CRL
12:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 17

Building Profi ciency in 
Content Enhancement with 
GIST: The Basics
Keith Lenz, Trent Steffen, Peter 
Lenz, and Aaron Sumner
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 17

Using GIST as a Tool in 
Presentations: Advanced
Keith Lenz, Trent Steffen, Peter 
Lenz, and Aaron Sumner
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 17

Tutorial Friday
q I would be interested in participating in a small-group 
tutorial on the following strategies or routines (please be 
specifi c):

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

q I would be willing to lead a small-group tutorial on the 
following strategies or routines:

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

Send responses to KU-CRL, 1122 West Campus Road, Joseph R. 
Pearson Hall Room 521, Lawrence, KS 66045-3101. You also may 

e-mail responses to crl@ku.edu.

NEW deadline: May 1, 2007
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Call for ‘Neatest Thing’ 
Presentations

Name: ___________________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________________________________

Title of presentation: ______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Description (No more than 150 words; attach a separate page if neces-
sary.) Please note whether this idea applies to a specifi c strategy or 
routine.

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

  

Check equipment requested:  q  Electrical outlet   q  Easel   q  TV   

q  VCR   q  Flip Chart   q  Internet Access

I agree to allow KU-CRL to videotape my presentation for later use.    

q  yes    q  no

Signature:  ________________________________________________________

Cracker barrel
for StrateReaders

at conference
Attention all StrateReaders and 
StrateReader wannabes: Our first 
year has been a huge success, and 
now it’s time for a little review. 

A special cracker barrel session for 
StrateReaders is scheduled for noon 
on Thursday, July 19. We’ll meet in 
one of the conference rooms. This will 
be an opportunity for experienced 
StrateReaders to discuss ideas for 
improving our virtual book club and 
increasing participation as well as an 
opportunity for those who want to 
join the club to ask questions, such as 
how do I log on and use the blog? 

A soup-and-salad buffet for con-
ference participants will be set out 
at 11:30 a.m.. Stop by the buffet, then 
bring your lunch, your questions, 
and your ideas to the StrateReaders 
cracker barrel.
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Strategic Instruction Model
Professional Development Opportunities 2007

The University of Kansas Center for Research on Learning invites you to ex-
plore effective instructional methods through our series of practical, hands-
on institutes geared toward classroom teachers and higher education fac-
ulty. For a description of the SIM Learning Strategies Curriculum and Content 
Enhancement Series, visit www.kucrl.org/sim.

For Classroom Teachers
SIM Institute: Writing Strategies $600
June 27-30, 2007 (8 a.m. Wednesday to noon Saturday)
This institute will provide the tools necessary for teachers in both general education 
and special education settings to incorporate the SIM writing curriculum into courses. 
Participants will learn SIM strategies for writing sentences, paragraphs, and themes. 
Sessions are designed to be relevant for instructors at almost all levels (third grade to 
post-secondary). Registration must be postmarked by May 7, 2007.

SIM Reading and Writing Strategies $525
June 19-22, 2007 (8 a.m. Tuesday to noon Friday)
This institute, formerly known as SIM Level 1, will introduce teachers to the 
foundations of SIM, then teach them to implement research-based interventions to 
help students acquire the skills necessary to understand grade-level reading materials. 
Institute participants will be offered two reading strategies, one vocabulary strategy, 
and the two-level sentence writing strategy. Registration must be postmarked by 
May 7, 2007.

More SIM Strategies $525
June 19-22, 2007 (8 a.m. Tuesday to 1 p.m. Friday)
This institute, formerly known as SIM Level 2, will offer instruction in additional SIM 
reading, writing, and other Learning Strategies. Participants who have attended an 
introductory SIM institute in the past and have implemented strategies will be able 
to select more strategies to support their literacy efforts. In addition to reading and 
writing strategies, selections may include strategies related to motivation, improving 
assignments, and studying and remembering information. Registration must be 
postmarked by May 7, 2007.

SIM Institute: Introduction to Content Enhancement $600
More Content Enhancement $600
June 27-30, 2007 (8 a.m. Wednesday to noon Saturday)
In these two institutes, teachers learn methods to teach large amounts of content to 
academically diverse classes in “learner-friendly” ways without diluting the content. 
Participants will plan how to use Content Enhancement (CE) Routines in their own 
courses to enhance the way they present subject-area content and improve students’ 
ability to organize, understand, and remember critical information. Individuals who 
have completed an introductory Content Enhancement institute may take More 
Content Enhancement, which will feature instruction in different routines. Registration 
must be postmarked by May 7, 2007.

CALENDAR

May 29-June 2, 2007
SIM Learning Strategies 
Institute for Preservice 
Teachers
Lawrence, Kan.
Contact: Mona Katz or Kathy 
Schmidt (crl@ku.edu | 
785.864.0626)

May 29-June 2, 2007
Teaching Content to All: 
Effective College Teaching
Lawrence, Kan.
Contact: Mona Katz or Kathy 
Schmidt (crl@ku.edu | 
785.864.0626)

June 14-16, 2007
CAL-SIM Update Conference
Buena Park, Calif.
Contact: Mona Katz or Kathy 
Schmidt (crl@ku.edu | 
785.864.0626)

June 19-22, 2007
SIM Reading and Writing 
Strategies
Lawrence, Kan.
Contact: Mona Katz or Kathy 
Schmidt (crl@ku.edu | 
785.864.0626)

June 19-22, 2007
More SIM Strategies
Lawrence, Kan.
Contact: Mona Katz or Kathy 
Schmidt (crl@ku.edu | 
785.864.0626)

June 27-30, 2007
SIM Institute: Writing 
Strategies
Lawrence, Kan.
Contact: Mona Katz or Kathy 
Schmidt (crl@ku.edu | 
785.864.0626)

June 27-30, 2007
SIM Institute: Intro to Content 
Enhancement
Lawrence, Kan.
Contact: Mona Katz or Kathy 
Schmidt (crl@ku.edu | 
785.864.0626)

(More Calendar on 
page 6)
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For College/University Faculty
SIM Learning Strategies Institute for Preservice Educators $800
May 29-June 2, 2007 (noon Tuesday to noon Saturday)
This institute will enable preservice educators in teacher education programs 
to provide empirically validated SIM interventions to prospective teachers. 
This institute will focus on exploring strategies from the SIM Learning 
Strategies Curriculum. Sample syllabi, books, and teaching resources will 
be provided. Registration must be postmarked by April 16, 2007.

Teaching Content to All: Effective College Teaching $800
May 29-June 2, 2007 (noon Tuesday to noon Saturday)
This institute, which is designed for college/university faculty who are 
engaged in teacher preparation, will enable participants to implement a 
variety of empirically validated teaching routines from the SIM Content 
Enhancement (CE) Series. Content will emphasize inclusive course planning 
and the implementation of a variety of explicit teaching routines designed 
to ensure content-area mastery of critical ideas and concepts by all students. 
Information related to meeting additional SIM CE Professional Developer 
certifi cation requirements for in-service professional development will be 
provided. Registration must be postmarked by April 16, 2007.

For Potential Professional Developers
Potential SIM Professional Developers Institutes for Learning 
Strategies and Content Enhancement $750
July 30-Aug. 3, 2007 (8 a.m. Monday to 3 p.m. Friday)
These two, fi ve-day SIM institutes will be conducted simultaneously, each 
using the Content Literacy Continuum as a unifying framework. Instruction 
in specifi c routines and strategies will not be offered during this week; the 
focus will be on the professional development process. Participants will be selected 
through an application process. For more information about eligibility 
requirements and the application process, visit www.kucrl.org/institutes or 
contact crl@ku.edu. Applications must be postmarked by April 14, 2007.

Institute Fees
Institute fees cover the cost of materials and instruction provided during the 
institute. Participants will be responsible for their own transportation, housing, 
and meals.

Application & Registration Forms
Web: www.kucrl.org/institutes
Phone: 785.864.0626
E-mail: crl@ku.edu

Late Registration, Refund, & Cancellation Policy
An additional $25 fee will be assessed for registrations postmarked after the 
deadline.For cancellations requested after the registration deadline, a full 
refund of registration fees, less a $25 administrative fee, will be available. 

CAL-SIM
The regional  CAL-SIM 

update conference will be June 
14-16 in Buena Park, Calif. The 
meeting is open to SIM Profes-
sional Developers, administra-
tors, and educators.

New for SIM Professional 
Developers will be sessions on 
Focusing Together and the Essay 
Test Taking Strategy as well as 
opportunities for hands-on 
exploration of GIST and new 
SIM CDs from Edge Enter-
prises.

Topics for administrators 
and program coordinators 
include responsiveness to inter-
vention, introduction to the 
Content Literacy Continuum, 
and adolescent literacy.

Educators will be able to 
learn more about the Unit Orga-
nizer and Lesson Organizer rou-
tines, the Self-Advocacy Strategy, 
and the Concept Comparison 
Routine.

More information and reg-
istration forms are available 
on our web site, www.kucrl.
org/sim/regional.shtml.
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INSIDE: 
•  Conference planning update: 
 Plenty of opportunities remain 

for you to contribute to the 2007 
conference. See inside for informa-
tion about “Neatest Thing,” “Dish 
on Data,” “Tutorial Friday,” and 
more.

• Summer institutes:
 Summer SIM institutes in Lawrence 

still have room for classroom teach-
ers, higher education faculty, and 
potential SIM Professional Devel-
opers. Please share the information 
on pages 4 and 5 with anyone who 
might be interested in attending. 

More Calendar
(continued from page 4)

July 16-17, 2007
SIM Preconference

July 18-20, 2007
International SIM Conference
Tentative location: SpringHill Suites, 
Lawrence, Kan.
Contact: Mona Katz or Kathy Schmidt 
(crl@ku.edu | 785.864.0626)

July 30-Aug. 3, 2007
Potential SIM Professional Developers 
Institutes for LS and CE
Lawrence, Kan.
Contact: Mona Katz or Kathy Schmidt 
(crl@ku.edu | 785.864.0626)

August 6-8, 2007
Instructional Coaching
Lawrence, Kan.
Contact: Mona Katz or Kathy Schmidt 
(crl@ku.edu | 785.864.0626)

August 9-11, 2007
Coaching Classroom Management
Lawrence, Kan.
Contact: Mona Katz or Kathy Schmidt 
(crl@ku.edu | 785.864.0626)

October 10-12, 2007
Instructional Coaching
Lawrence, Kan.
Contact: Mona Katz or Kathy Schmidt 
(crl@ku.edu | 785.864.0626)
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