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 Featured: New SIM Fundamentals of 
Paragraph Writing Strategy 

Comparing the SIM Paragraph Writing Programs:  

How Fundamentals of Paragraph Writing Builds on a Proven Legacy 

Whitney Miller & Jean Schumaker 

 

For more than 40 years, the instructional program for 

the Paragraph Writing Strategy has helped secondary 

students learn to write effective paragraphs. Now, the 

new Fundamentals of Paragraph Writing program brings 

SIM paragraph-writing instruction to elementary learners in 

grades 2-6. While both programs share the same 

commitment to explicit, strategic instruction, the new 

program includes several features designed specifically for 

younger students and today’s classrooms. The original 

program, The Paragraph Writing Strategy, was published in 

1985 and contains two printed books: an instructor’s 

manual and a student materials volume. The “new” 

program, Fundamentals of Paragraph Writing, was 

published in 2026 and contains one printed book (the instructor’s manual) and online 

supplementary instructional materials. Click Here to read the full article for more details 

and information about the new program. 

 

Note: Jean will be sharing training materials (PowerPoint and handouts) in SIMville by Aug. 

8th and active SIM Professional Developers can receive a 40% discount on the purchase of a 

single book by calling (785.749.1473) or emailing (eeinfo@edgeenterprisesinc.com) Edge 

and asking for the discount. 

 

https://simvilledev.ku.edu/sites/default/files/Stratenotes/StrateNotes%20Articles/2026_July_Fundamentals%20of%20Paragraph%20Writing%20SNotes%20Article%20_Differences_Final_7-21-26.pdf
https://simvilledev.ku.edu/sites/default/files/Stratenotes/StrateNotes%20Articles/2026_July_Fundamentals%20of%20Paragraph%20Writing%20SNotes%20Article%20_Differences_Final_7-21-26.pdf
mailto:eeinfo@edgeenterprisesinc.com
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SIM News 

Register today for the 2026 Fall SIM Virtual Update Conference and join colleagues 
from across the SIM community for a month of new learning, collaboration, and live 
engagement. 

We’re excited to announce that registration is now open for the 2026 Fall SIM Virtual 

Update Conference, taking place throughout October 2026. This year’s event will be 

different from our previous virtual conferences, featuring all-new content and live 

online sessions with presenters on several evenings throughout the month, providing 

more opportunities to learn, connect, and engage with the SIM community. 

While you're planning for the conference, please remember to submit your SIM Awards 

nominations by September 1 and answer this survey to help us shape this year’s 

Kaleidoscope Session. We want to hear from you! What topics, strategies, or activities 

would you like to learn more about? Your input will help make this interactive session 

valuable and relevant for everyone. 

We look forward to learning with you this October! 

SIM in the Field 

• Dr. Renee Calhoon and Mallorey Jones presented at the 2026 Arkansas Association 

of Special Education Administrators Conference in June! Their session on “GPS for 

Teaching and Learning” focused on how the Strategic Instruction Model and 

co-teaching combine to support effective planning and elevate learning for all 

students. 

 

https://sim.ku.edu/2026-fall-virtual-update-conference
https://sim.ku.edu/2026-fall-virtual-update-conference
https://forms.gle/ju39mUGTZFQFrzFGA
https://forms.gle/ju39mUGTZFQFrzFGA
https://forms.gle/fwgadJkkfpKju6d49
https://forms.gle/fwgadJkkfpKju6d49
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• CRL researchers Suzy Myers, Bonnie Palasak, and Jocelyn Washburn were at the 

2026 ISTE+ASCD Conference in Orlando in July connecting, learning, and sharing 

with educators from across the country. 

 

Recent Publications by KU CRL Staff and SIM Network Members: 

• Myers, Suzanne & Washburn, Jocelyn.(2026). Enhancing Writing Quality in 

Secondary Classrooms: A Study of the Writing with Purpose Routine. Kansas English. 

107. 45-57. 10.62704/3n93ba10. 

• Myers, S., Washburn, J., Rowland, A. (2026) A scalable approach to literacy 

coaching. The Learning Professional: Learning Forward Journal (June 2026). 

https://learningforward.org/journal/coaching-for-all/a-scalable-approach-to-

literacy-coaching-online-exclusive/ 

• Goldman, Samantha & Smith, Sean & Peyton, Vicki & Carreon, Adam & Rowland, 

Amber & Mosher Ph.D., Maggie. (2026). Evaluating the Use of ChatGPT in Preservice 

Special Education Courses for Creating Instructional Handouts on 

Disabilities. Learning Disability Quarterly. 10.1177/07319487261450954.  
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• Boyle, Joseph & Watson, Latesha & Jackson, Hannah & Waterfield, Danielle & 

McClain, Suzanne & Frith, Danielle & Cook, Bryan. (2026). Twenty Years of 

Educational Technology in Secondary Special Education Classrooms: A Systematic 

Review. Journal of Special Education Technology. 10.1177/01626434261467673.  

• Martínez-Álvarez, Patricia & Sullivan, A. & Thorius, K. & Lindo, Endia. 

(2026). Advancing Rightful Education: Theoretical and Methodological Diversity for 

Intersectional Inclusive Practice. Exceptional Children. 92. 

10.1177/00144029261453614.  

• Gelbar, Nicholas & Charles, Shea & Madaus, Joseph & Lyman, Dukes & Faggella-

Luby, Michael & Collins, Camryn. (2026). Learning under lockdown: A global 

synthesis of postsecondary disability research in the COVID‐19 era (2020–2024). 

Journal of Research in Special Educational Needs. 26. 10.1111/1471-

3802.70114. . Journal of Special Education Technology. 

10.1177/01626434261467673.  

Reminders and Support:  

• Are you doing PD over the summer? Don't forget to report your PD Work - we don't 

care if it isn't recent! 

• If you have any fun summer pics that include SIM, we'd love to have them! Tag us in 

your posts or send your pics to simpd@ku.edu 

More Resources and Media Picks: 

• Do you or your teachers need ideas on how to help get your professional learning 

funded? Visit: https://sim.ku.edu/funding-ideas 

• Learn more about our virtual courses at: https://sim.ku.edu/sim-events 

• Are you planning ahead for a 2026-27 Reading Intervention? Let us know how 

we can support you with Xtreme Reading. - Together we can help students thrive! 

• Check out all of the Featured News from our Parent Organization, KU Life Span 

Institute. There is some great research happening to improve lives! 

 

Events for SIM Professional Developers and Specialists: 
• 2026 Fall SIM Virtual Update Conference - October 2026 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SIMPDSessions
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsim.ku.edu%2Ffunding-ideas%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExc0I5WkFKU3VWb1FPcnN1WHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6ueeNZgZXHrT0tVh2FkqABNDQcWSz0OgIr_2IagMvFTDTYK0mK_EXtxfgaGA_aem_Sg0-GhJcDbLvVjM6k89bJA&h=AUBnp750smV8AjiMQoAP4Q0scBBP1fECmkJPdfg-U8hhOLFNLU7nsyebrTVNk914g1I_sfY5k5Ci9A9jljJd3uNgyM8wB4RYC5t0nqlyBzYkTnOvo3s8P0MUniyt-IyXWEH9X6A7zZySd-Cxujs&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AUARgcbSqbo6kcUegN-okR0xNQ8rV5E4v42w9H_vJ2QIaH70xsQq8duOqT-w21EeOWWDoQoou93oUt3ZRXIDRz-gXencKqKgSi6cur5bO2DQ63BC6uKyZwu2iyq5Kj8876bw6XBhAJzBuHkzG_RqS9saK1eS5cpMT2q4Q2X-yQ
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-events?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExWjZsTnlMWEZ2c3NLb3RGTXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5VlzVWjEm_51g38rFtSZWrF7kW1q9oxUBlRwMnscBo4moWr-6PKwN0snfvKg_aem_XxgVqNTQVeaq221S8JzNEg
https://forms.gle/YTCcCeKgX5veasoJ8
https://forms.gle/YTCcCeKgX5veasoJ8
https://lifespan.ku.edu/
https://sim.ku.edu/2026-fall-virtual-update-conference
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FREE SIM Resources: 
• SLANT (2nd Edition) Manual  

• Teaching Content to All Manual  

• Professional Learning Micro-credentials for teachers 

• SIM CROSSWALKS 

• 2025 SIM One-Page Flyer 

• Handout with quick links to SIM resources (crosswalks and websites) 

SIM Courses for Educators: 
Course First! - Learn 4 SIM Content Enhancement Routines with this new online class 

designed to strategically integrate CERs across an entire course to support the full 

learning journey. 

 

Supporting Adolescent Literacy for Successful School Change - A Six-Part Course 

Designed to Support School Teams in Implementing a Systematic Approach to 

Adolescent Literacy to Dramatically Impact Teacher and Student Performance 

SIM Online Classes for Educators: 

• Content Enhancement Routines: 

o Concept Comparison Routine 

o Concept Mastery Routine 

o Cross-Curricular Argumentation Routine 

o Framing Routine 

o Unit Organizer Routine 

• Learning Strategies 

o Fundamentals of Paraphrasing and Summarizing Strategy 

o The Inference Strategy 

o The Paragraph Writing Strategy 

o Possible Selves Strategy (1st or 2nd edition) 

o Sentence Writing Strategies (Fundamentals and Proficiency) 

o Understanding Academic Language 

o NEW Apr 2026 - Word Mapping Strategy 

 

Follow SIM® on: Facebook   |   Instagram   |   LinkedIn 

KU Center for Research on Learning 

1200 Sunnyside Ave, Haworth 3107 

Lawrence, Kansas 66045 

simpd@ku.edu 

785-864-0626 

The University of Kansas prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, religion, sex, national origin, age, ancestry, disability, 
status as a veteran, sexual orientation, marital status, parental status, gender identity, gender expression, and genetic information in the 
university's programs and activities. Retaliation is also prohibited by university policy. The following persons have been designated to handle 
inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies and are the Title IX coordinators for their respective campuses: Associate Vice Chancellor 
for the Office of Civil Rights and Title IX, civilrights@ku.edu, Room 1082, Dole Human Development Center, 1000 Sunnyside Avenue, 
Lawrence, KS 66045, 785-864-6414, 711 TTY (for the Lawrence, Edwards, Parsons, Yoder, and Topeka campuses); Director, Equal 
Opportunity Office, Mail Stop 7004, 4330 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Fairway, KS 66205, 913-588-8011, 711 TTY (for the Wichita, Salina, 
and Kansas City, Kansas medical center campuses).  
 
The University of Kansas is a public institution governed by the Kansas Board of Regents. 

https://kucrl.company.site/products/SLANT-FREE-PDF-Download-p749860609
https://kucrl.company.site/products/Teaching-Content-to-All-Evidence-Based-Inclusive-Practices-in-Middle-and-Secondary-Schools-p801974034
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-micro-credentials
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-alignment-other-programs-strategies-and-initiatives
https://simvilledev.ku.edu/sites/default/files/Xtremeville/Ohio%20Flyer%202-1.png
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YdbkpoGS-4HWwgEjtAu5ArkvX5fhD7mIod1HPK41Lf8/edit?usp=sharing
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-events
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-course-first
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-adolescent-literacy-leadership-course
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-concept-comparison-routine
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-concept-mastery-routine
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-cross-curricular-argumentation-routine
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-framing-routine
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-unit-organizer-routine
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-fund-paraphrasingsummarizing-canvas
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-pl-inference-canvas
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-pl-paragraph-writing-canvas
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-possible-selves-canvas
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-sentence-writing-strategies
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-pl-ual-canvas
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-pl-word-mapping-strategy
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FKUCRL.SIM&data=04%7C01%7Cpeonya%40ku.edu%7C4efcbeb1c67a4e1d6fc808d9f7d272b5%7C3c176536afe643f5b96636feabbe3c1a%7C0%7C0%7C637813305524037877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=v7xhsvQDNFp%2BR7WucCIlU8F%2BCz5vbus37SnPcoFnEQI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Finstagram.com%2Fsimpdku&data=04%7C01%7Cpeonya%40ku.edu%7C4efcbeb1c67a4e1d6fc808d9f7d272b5%7C3c176536afe643f5b96636feabbe3c1a%7C0%7C0%7C637813305524037877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=mT0CFG8nkdiJrJFtGlj9W19tNKCsoLI%2B6o32sPcVCaI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fsim-pd-572926b8&data=04%7C01%7Cpeonya%40ku.edu%7C4efcbeb1c67a4e1d6fc808d9f7d272b5%7C3c176536afe643f5b96636feabbe3c1a%7C0%7C0%7C637813305524037877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=v3bBEBEwpfLFLW%2Bu%2F0hILsa5JbK69Su%2B8gliKcYT3cw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:simpd@ku.edu
mailto:civilrights@ku.edu
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