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A Crosswalk: Universal Design for Learning and

SIM™ |nstructional Tools and Interventions
by Maggie Hefner, SIM PD (NC) and Jocelyn Washburn, KU CRL Director of PD

This crosswalk was created to help educators
understand how Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
principles align with the Strategic Instruction Model
(SIM) Learning Strategies and Content Enhancement
Routines. Both UDL and SIM provide research-based
approaches for designing instruction that meets
diverse learner needs. UDL offers a flexible
framework grounded in neuroscience to remove
barriers and promote engagement, representation,
and expression for all students. SIM complements
this by providing explicit, systematic tools and
routines that empower students to become strategic,
independent learners. Together, these resources
support inclusive practices that optimize teaching
and learning across varied classroom contexts.
Check out the new crosswalk

Universal Design for Learning
(a framework for all)

Engagement Representation Action & Expression

SIM

Strategic Instruction Model”

All SIM™ Instructional Tools support
Universal Design for Learning

SIM News

o New SIM Canvas Courses!

o Understanding Academic Language Strategy on @ TI TAc

Canvas
o Concept Comparison Routine on Canvas

PODCASTS

e Listen to Season 3, Episode 4 of Co-Teachers in

Classrooms Getting Coffee T'with KUCRL Co-
Director, Dr. Jocelyn Washburn, to explore her
personal experience with co-teaching and how High-
Leverage Practices (HLPs) transform real classrooms.
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https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-pl-ual-canvas
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-concept-comparison-routine
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcreators.spotify.com%2Fpod%2Fprofile%2Fsue-schulz%2Fepisodes%2FInterview-with-Dr--Jocelyn-Washburn-e39s7gg%2Fa-ac7m8ct%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHsMrCsxjXFF0Os893t7d8QuYiM3oNPCxkvWNyBQjKpn1umZSoXpVTx-Lkupw_aem_-uSsC3FnaYrCss_5kZfJSQ&h=AT1mnaX0Jlvx5mYJS3ZK9yvb_tRxTwQTpztFFgxXSnWkerXsgc54qFhT88VES4sqQgLK3tc7ocJVWYRZdv2vLHGfqGVfd8DhhsbA2Bm6F5-83NnOjL3zMUo3cd5GN66-EYlH0r4g2M5HKUpFB_e7anGES_DRCX1wPlg&__tn__=H-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1xrnzwFhrFjBu5fhGqoNeBkez4gnKi5QuDDv8yNUxlcfWFDjpbbGiLgbVdNSaRO0LaBP0AS2l7DhhyI8oO1gHY4qXqpSlgXLJlMhFjPU6eEpMMDmABSR5B0roix2Xu25VDWmGExK5V-_kwpildsmjULcmZDIoJrS76xbbQi8J_c6CDWczP3Ym7BZyST8Fi8NusodkbkPrUcCn6pt8nWYp8XA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcreators.spotify.com%2Fpod%2Fprofile%2Fsue-schulz%2Fepisodes%2FInterview-with-Dr--Jocelyn-Washburn-e39s7gg%2Fa-ac7m8ct%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHsMrCsxjXFF0Os893t7d8QuYiM3oNPCxkvWNyBQjKpn1umZSoXpVTx-Lkupw_aem_-uSsC3FnaYrCss_5kZfJSQ&h=AT1mnaX0Jlvx5mYJS3ZK9yvb_tRxTwQTpztFFgxXSnWkerXsgc54qFhT88VES4sqQgLK3tc7ocJVWYRZdv2vLHGfqGVfd8DhhsbA2Bm6F5-83NnOjL3zMUo3cd5GN66-EYlH0r4g2M5HKUpFB_e7anGES_DRCX1wPlg&__tn__=H-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1xrnzwFhrFjBu5fhGqoNeBkez4gnKi5QuDDv8yNUxlcfWFDjpbbGiLgbVdNSaRO0LaBP0AS2l7DhhyI8oO1gHY4qXqpSlgXLJlMhFjPU6eEpMMDmABSR5B0roix2Xu25VDWmGExK5V-_kwpildsmjULcmZDIoJrS76xbbQi8J_c6CDWczP3Ym7BZyST8Fi8NusodkbkPrUcCn6pt8nWYp8XA

Join us for a FREE webinar on Jan. 28, with SIM PDer Karen Staley (NC), and learn
about Getting Started with SIM through the SLANT :
Strategy.

KU CRL Researchers, Suzy Myers and Jocelyn ‘
WaShburn, presented Writing With Pul‘pose.‘ HOW Writing with Purpose: How Adolescen

Improves by Connecting with an Aughenti

Adolescents’ Writing Improves by Connecting with an [ESSSSvEsEEe
Authentic Purpose on Nov. 21 at the 2025 National
Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) Annual
Conference. Their session (and SIM)
were highlighted (#3) in the Joyful Literacies' NCTE
2025 Wrap Up Blog!

The Teaching Content to All: Evidence-based Inclusive T%%GAE?_NTENT

Practices in Middle and Secondary Schools (Lenz, Deshler, & Eridence Sasad chetva Practces
Kissam, 2003) book is now available inKU
ScholarWorks - free to download. Among other uses, Pre-
Service SIM Professional Developers may want to use this book
as a course reading.

q

B. Keith Lenz * Donald D. Deshler
with Brenda R. Kissam

Reminders:

SIM Offices will be closed Dec. 24-Jan. 2.
We wish you a wonderful winter break!

Report your SIM PD work - We use this information to help us apply for grants and
to share the impact SIM is having around the world. This is especially important
right now with everything that is happening in the broader landscape of US
education. We don't mind if they're really old!

Update your StrateDirectory information so that others in the network can find
you. That is also where you let us know if you are interested in being contacted with
referrals for PD in your area.
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https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-slant-webinar
https://forms.gle/74JvCmmQtfMsFueT9
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-slant-webinar
https://joyfulliteracies.com/2025/12/06/my-ncte-2025-wrap/
https://joyfulliteracies.com/2025/12/06/my-ncte-2025-wrap/
https://kuscholarworks.ku.edu/entities/publication/cfab706d-22d0-43a6-9b9b-0521f2b8de71
https://kuscholarworks.ku.edu/entities/publication/cfab706d-22d0-43a6-9b9b-0521f2b8de71
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SIMPDSessions
https://directory.kucrl.org/login

SIM in the Field I KUk

We enjoyed seeing everyone online for the Fall Welcome to the Fall
Virtual SIM Conference in November! Virtual SIM Update

Brought to you by your CRL SIM Team!
>sing Webinar Facilitated by Jocelyn Washburn & Bonnie Palasak
Canvas Course Organized by Mona Tipton & Peony Allen

Celebrating 50 Years of IDEA! — Mm

gic Instruction Model*

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act has transformed education—and
we’re proud to have been part of that journey. For 47 years, the CRL has partnered
with educators to tackle challenges and create solutions that make a difference. Our
commitment remains strong: improving the lives of teachers and students for years
to come.

Jocelyn Washburn ran into her SIM Content Enhancement Routines
Mentor, Judith Fontana, at the Virginia CEC Conference in
November. It's always wonderful to reconnect with friends and
colleagues at events!

A bigthank you to the Virginia and Montana teachers who are
collaborating as we co-create the Integrated Strategic Technology-
based Adaptive wRiting (iISTAR) Program — your insights are shaping the
future of writing instruction!

Check out the Fall 2025 SIM Educator Newsletter in the SIM Forum
for links to free educator resources.

https://sim.ku.edu/sim-forum

SN Vol. 34, No. 2 | Nov/Dec 2025


https://sim.ku.edu/sim-forum?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExSWU0YVZCMlJxaGdFTlloSXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7DSxJc5NmsaX2-f3SxAk1jxT6a3xBUbyDMR_RjqQ3Yl8Gg8LMXHT6l_keadw_aem_g1j-0k1zyvBZB8lHEpIWJA

Recent Publications by KU CRL Staff and SIM Network Members:

e SIM Professional Developer Cathleen Beachboard (VA) recently published an article
entitled “3 Ways to Boost Students’ Motivation to Learn” in Edutopia. She connects
student-to-student feedback using Glows and Grows to motivation for learning.

e Cormier, C. J,, Lindo, E. J., & Ford, D. (2025). Removing Shade From Their Light:
Magnifying Minoritized 2e Learners With Strategies for Practice. TEACHING
Exceptional Children, 57(6), 408-

410. https://doi.org/10.1177/00400599251353286

e Mosher Ph.D., Maggie & Dieker, Lisa & Rowland, Amber. (2025). Assessment and
Communication through AI-Enhanced Extended Reality Simulations: Educating the
Future Workforce.

SIM Resources

e 2025 SIM One-Page Flyer Strategic
'nStru Ction Stategic Instruction Model®
. . . Model
o Handout with quick links to What is SIM? ]
SIM resources (crosswalks R R - e
and websites) T e

What does SIM offer?

memorable- ing to
make learning more effective and applicable.

post-secondary levels.

Fusion Reading: a two-year supplemental course typically
used with students n grades six through twelve,reading
two or more years below grade level (minimally at the
third-grade level).

Upcoming SIM Events

SIM Events for PDers and Specialists
e 2026 Winter SIM Update Conference - Feb. 16- Mar. 19

New Course for teachers: Supporting Adolescent Literacy for P—

Adolescent Literacy
for Successful

Successful School Change Schsolchatos
e Isyour school team looking for a course in adolescent L

literacy to dramatically impact teacher and student
performance? We have a course for that!
Our online learning course, Supporting Adolescent Literacy
for Successful School Change, is a six-part course designed
to support school teams in implementing a systematic
approach to adolescent literacy using evidence-based
learning tools. Follow the link above for more information
and to register today!
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https://www.edutopia.org/article/boosting-student-motivation-learn-tips-teachers
https://doi.org/10.1177/00400599251353286
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/396252217_Assessment_and_Communication_through_AI-Enhanced_Extended_Reality_Simulations_Educating_the_Future_Workforce
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/396252217_Assessment_and_Communication_through_AI-Enhanced_Extended_Reality_Simulations_Educating_the_Future_Workforce
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/396252217_Assessment_and_Communication_through_AI-Enhanced_Extended_Reality_Simulations_Educating_the_Future_Workforce
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YdbkpoGS-4HWwgEjtAu5ArkvX5fhD7mIod1HPK41Lf8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YdbkpoGS-4HWwgEjtAu5ArkvX5fhD7mIod1HPK41Lf8/edit?usp=sharing
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-events
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-2026-winter-virtual-update-conference
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-adolescent-literacy-leadership-course
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-adolescent-literacy-leadership-course

LEARN NEW SKILLS with SIM Online Classes - self-paced professional development on
Canvas, with follow-up coaching

e Content Enhancement Routines:
o NEW Dec. 2025 - Concept Comparison Routine
o Concept Mastery Routine
o Cross-Curricular Argumentation Routine
o Framing Routine
o Unit Organizer Routine
e Learning Strategies
o Fundamentals of Paraphrasing and Summarizing Strategy
The Inference Strategy
The Paragraph Writing Strategy
Possible Selves Strategy (1st or 2nd edition)
Sentence Writing Strategies (Fundamentals and Proficiency)
NEW Dec. 2025 - Understanding Academic Language

O O O O O

Follow SIM® on: Facebook | Instagram | LinkedIn

KU Center for Research on Leamning
1200 Sunnyside Ave, Haworth 3107
Lawrence, Kansas 66045
simpd@ku.edu

785-864-0626

The University of Kansas prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, religion, sex, national origin,
age, ancestry, disability, status as a veteran, sexual orientation, marital status, parental status, gender identity,
gender expression, and genetic information in the university's programs and activities. Retaliation is also prohibited
by university policy. The following persons have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the
nondiscrimination policies and are the Title IX coordinators for their respective campuses: Associate Vice Chancellor
for the Office of Civil Rights and Title IX, civilrights@ku.edu, Room 1082, Dole Human Development Center, 1000
Sunnyside Avenue, Lawrence, KS 66045, 785-864-6414, 711 TTY (for the Lawrence, Edwards, Parsons, Yoder, and
Topeka campuses); Director, Equal Opportunity Office, Mail Stop 7004, 4330 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Fairway, KS
66205, 913-588-8011, 711 TTY (for the Wichita, Salina, and Kansas City, Kansas medical center campuses).

The University of Kansas is a public institution governed by the Kansas Board of Regents.
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https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-concept-comparison-routine
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-concept-mastery-routine
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-cross-curricular-argumentation-routine
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-framing-routine
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-unit-organizer-routine
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-fund-paraphrasingsummarizing-canvas
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-pl-inference-canvas
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-pl-paragraph-writing-canvas
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-possible-selves-canvas
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-sentence-writing-strategies
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-pl-ual-canvas
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FKUCRL.SIM&data=04%7C01%7Cpeonya%40ku.edu%7C4efcbeb1c67a4e1d6fc808d9f7d272b5%7C3c176536afe643f5b96636feabbe3c1a%7C0%7C0%7C637813305524037877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=v7xhsvQDNFp%2BR7WucCIlU8F%2BCz5vbus37SnPcoFnEQI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Finstagram.com%2Fsimpdku&data=04%7C01%7Cpeonya%40ku.edu%7C4efcbeb1c67a4e1d6fc808d9f7d272b5%7C3c176536afe643f5b96636feabbe3c1a%7C0%7C0%7C637813305524037877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=mT0CFG8nkdiJrJFtGlj9W19tNKCsoLI%2B6o32sPcVCaI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fsim-pd-572926b8&data=04%7C01%7Cpeonya%40ku.edu%7C4efcbeb1c67a4e1d6fc808d9f7d272b5%7C3c176536afe643f5b96636feabbe3c1a%7C0%7C0%7C637813305524037877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=v3bBEBEwpfLFLW%2Bu%2F0hILsa5JbK69Su%2B8gliKcYT3cw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:simpd@ku.edu
mailto:civilrights@ku.edu

