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Announcement: Grant to integrate AI with SIM Wri6ng Strategies 
CRL has been awarded a $1.875 million grant to integrate ar:ficial intelligence with SIM Wri:ng 
Strategies, tailored to assist adolescent students with disabili:es. 
The five-year grant from the Office of Special Educa:on Programs’ Stepping Up compe::on will 
fund Project iSTAR: An Integrated, Strategic Technology-based Adap:ve wRi:ng Program. The 
project at the KU Life Span Ins:tute will be led by Jocelyn Washburn, director of professional 
development and assistant research professor, and Suzanne Myers, assistant research 
professor.  
“This grant will provide adolescents, their teachers, and their families with equitable access to 
an engaging, evidence-based online wri:ng program,” Washburn said. “It will test an AI 
integra:on to our proven tools, providing quick, ongoing feedback, and it will adapt based on 
students' learning needs, preferences, interests, and contexts.” 
“O[en in broad conversa:ons about literacy, there is a focus on reading instead of wri:ng, and 
younger students rather than adolescents,” Myers said.  “We’re excited that this project will 
focus specifically on mee:ng the needs of adolescent writers.” 
Click here to read the KU announcement. 
 
 
SIM News 

• SIM Offices are moving across campus! Our new address will be:  
University of Kansas, Center for Research on Learning 
1200 Sunnyside Ave., Hayworth Hall #3107 
Lawrence, KS 66045 

• A new KUCRL Online Store is coming soon! 
• We’re updaPng our pricing for SIM Micro-credenPals.  We will now be including the 

SIM Professional Learning (PL) Micro-creden:als as part of the ini:al PD experience for 
anyone who afends and completes a SIM PD Session and fills out the evidence sec:on 
of their micro-creden:al/badge for review. We’re hoping this will be a recogni:on of 
achievement and a mo:vator. The thought behind this is that if people complete their 
first creden:al, they will be more likely to con:nue their journey to achieve higher-level 
SIM Creden:als of Fidelity of Implementa:on (FI) and SIM Specialist (SP).     

 
  

https://lifespan.ku.edu/grant-test-ai-integration-ku-literacy-program-students-disabilities?fbclid=IwY2xjawEWEopleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZ_x5ODOmPpGjd2_63QMr3JlDlrHDXVlIuZvTVJn1r0V0E7sBSX9JHU9uw_aem_Mzlne3BEKU8xqpj4NhB-KA
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What this means for you:  As a SIM Specialist, Professional Developer, or Professional 
Development Leader, the roster that you submit with your Post PD Reports will be all we 
need to approve people for the SIM Professional Learning (PL) micro-creden:als.  So, be 
sure to let your teachers know during your PD that they can join the SIM PL Badges on 
Badgelist at either: 
SIM-Content-Enhancement Creden:als or SIM-Learning-Strategies Creden:als 

 
 
 
SIM Resources & Reminders 

• HLP & SIM Crosswalk, 2024 The KUCRL has developed this crosswalk to assist educators 
in understanding the rela:onship between the High-Leverage Prac:ces for Students with 
Disabili:es (HLPs) and the elements and processes used when implemen:ng the 
Strategic Instruc:on Model (SIM™). This crosswalk was updated to respond to the 2024 
updated and revised High-Leverage Prac8ces for Students with Disabili8es (2nd edi8on).  

 
• The 2024 Xtreme Reading Sampler is now available! 
• Afen:on: Both the Fundamentals and Proficiency in the Sentence Wri6ng Strategies 

Instructor's Manuals have been revised and are available in the KUCRL Store. 
o Check out the new powerpoint slides to support the Proficiency in the Sentence 

Wri8ng Strategy (2nd edi8on) in SIMville. 
o View the May 1, 2024 webinar about these revisions.  

• Please feel free to use or share the new SIM Overview Video 
 
Link to SIM Brochures, including: 
• SIM Overview Brochure 
• SIM Learning Strategies Brochure 

o Wri:ng Strategies Brochure 
• SIM Content Enhancement Rou:ne Brochure 

o Higher Order Thinking and Reasoning Brochure 
•  SIM Math Strategies Brochure 
Reminders: 
• This is the final StrateNotes issue of the year, so don’t forget to renew your subscrip:on 

if you need to.  If you’ve been to a recent SIM Update Conference, your subscrip:on is 
now included for 2 years a[er the conferences as part of your registra:on. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FSIMPDSessions&data=05%7C02%7Cpeonya%40ku.edu%7C0200176c567f4be7d12208dc78f66c3e%7C3c176536afe643f5b96636feabbe3c1a%7C0%7C0%7C638518248842610024%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2bsx1cpUNOC4xi1ettXIF2xMvzaTm8Y8%2FgJpAijtXic%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbadgelist.com%2FSIM-Content-Enhancement&data=05%7C02%7Cpeonya%40ku.edu%7C0200176c567f4be7d12208dc78f66c3e%7C3c176536afe643f5b96636feabbe3c1a%7C0%7C0%7C638518248842615950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BE0PRAXGzRDNHxTvAjGp2c8URbtf09fXXBCl1EqPB4I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbadgelist.com%2FSIM-Learning-Strategies&data=05%7C02%7Cpeonya%40ku.edu%7C0200176c567f4be7d12208dc78f66c3e%7C3c176536afe643f5b96636feabbe3c1a%7C0%7C0%7C638518248842621608%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9IADfHnhoR6WMo3U5G6oR3%2F%2BQAGvppp9JfgL4giBNTU%3D&reserved=0
https://exceptionalchildren.org/store/books/high-leverage-practices-students-disabilities-2nd-edition?fbclid=IwAR1k986jzwXGZBZ-IilWQgKXpHeV4nLvK37BXPVQHmxZ0r-rhnEf5IGwNBE_aem_Af2WmDDWZoGuJwy5nlF_CHZmgDm8Ol7KZ9CWScNG52-03URFL0K_dPzBb_qEDKpzgZILsHx1bQlWMbtT9V3P2OLh
https://shop-kucrl.ku.edu/
https://simvilledev.ku.edu/node/46
https://vimeo.com/941684686/d61aee1bdb?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/simnetwork/overview2024?share=copy
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-brochures
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• Update your StrateDirectory informa:on 
• Report your SIM PD work 

 
 
SIM in the Field 

• New PublicaPons from the SIM Network:  
o Madaus J, Gelbar N, Faggella-Luby MN and Dukes LL III (2024) Ten years a[er: a 

systema:c review of the literature on postsecondary educa:on and disability 
from 2013 to 2022. Front. Educ. 9:1412903. doi: 10.3389/feduc.2024.1412903 

o Be sure to let us know if you have a new publica:on or event you'd like us to 
post! 

 
 
Upcoming SIM Events: 

• SIM Update Conferences for PDers and Specialists 
o Oct. 22, 2024 - Northeast Update Conference in Virginia 
o TentaPve dates for 2025 (please complete our 1 quesPon survey if you're 

planning to abend a conference in 2025):  
§ Florida Virtual  Conference - Feb. 2025 
§ Southeast Conference (Charlofe, NC) - March 2025 
§ Upper Midwest Conference (St. Cloud, MN) - June 2025 
§ SIM Virtual Conference - October 2025 

• SIM Online PD Classes for educators (self-paced courses on Canvas, with follow-up 
coaching :me) 

o Framing Rou:ne 
o Fundamentals of Paraphrasing and Summarizing Strategy  
o NEW: The Paragraph Wri:ng Strategy 
o Possible Selves (1st or 2nd edi:on) 
o Sentence Wri:ng Strategies (Fundamentals and Proficiency) 
o Unit Organizer Rou:ne 

 
Follow SIM® on: Facebook   |   Twifer    |   Instagram   |   LinkedIn 
 
 

The University of Kansas prohibits discrimina6on on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, religion, sex, na6onal origin, age, 
ancestry, disability, status as a veteran, sexual orienta6on, marital status, parental status, gender iden6ty, gender 

expression, and gene6c informa6on in the university's programs and ac6vi6es. Retalia6on is also prohibited by university 
policy. The following persons have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimina6on policies and are 

the Title IX coordinators for their respec6ve campuses: Director of the Office of Ins6tu6onal Opportunity & 
Access, IOA@ku.edu, Room 1082, Dole Human Development Center, 1000 Sunnyside Avenue, Lawrence, KS 66045, 785-

864-6414, 711 TTY (for the Lawrence, Edwards, Parsons, Yoder, and Topeka campuses); Director, Equal Opportunity 
Office, Mail Stop 7004, 4330 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Fairway, KS 66205, 913-588-8011, 711 TTY (for the Wichita, 

Salina, and Kansas City, Kansas medical center campuses). 
 
 

https://directory.kucrl.org/login
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SIMPDSessions
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-events
https://sim.ku.edu/2024-northeast-sim-update-conference
https://forms.gle/rXSgvmu8i7UWG2Vu5
https://forms.gle/rXSgvmu8i7UWG2Vu5
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-framing-routine
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-fund-paraphrasingsummarizing-canvas
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-pl-paragraph-writing-canvas
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-possible-selves-canvas
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-sentence-writing-strategies
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-event-virtual-professional-learning-unit-organizer-routine
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FKUCRL.SIM&data=04%7C01%7Cpeonya%40ku.edu%7C4efcbeb1c67a4e1d6fc808d9f7d272b5%7C3c176536afe643f5b96636feabbe3c1a%7C0%7C0%7C637813305524037877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=v7xhsvQDNFp%2BR7WucCIlU8F%2BCz5vbus37SnPcoFnEQI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fstratetweets&data=04%7C01%7Cpeonya%40ku.edu%7C4efcbeb1c67a4e1d6fc808d9f7d272b5%7C3c176536afe643f5b96636feabbe3c1a%7C0%7C0%7C637813305524037877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=268X6i2aTfOby9uBDPgfl6VrrdDBWdgkJ7KItrccTag%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Finstagram.com%2Fsimpdku&data=04%7C01%7Cpeonya%40ku.edu%7C4efcbeb1c67a4e1d6fc808d9f7d272b5%7C3c176536afe643f5b96636feabbe3c1a%7C0%7C0%7C637813305524037877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=mT0CFG8nkdiJrJFtGlj9W19tNKCsoLI%2B6o32sPcVCaI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fsim-pd-572926b8&data=04%7C01%7Cpeonya%40ku.edu%7C4efcbeb1c67a4e1d6fc808d9f7d272b5%7C3c176536afe643f5b96636feabbe3c1a%7C0%7C0%7C637813305524037877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=v3bBEBEwpfLFLW%2Bu%2F0hILsa5JbK69Su%2B8gliKcYT3cw%3D&reserved=0
https://policy.ku.edu/IOA/nondiscrimination
mailto:IOA@ku.edu

