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We hope your school year is off to a good start and that you enjoy this issue of the SIM Newsletter.  
Wishing you a fantastic school year!

KU-CRL -  SIM Professional Development Dept.     1122 W. Campus Rd. - JRP Rm.708     Lawrence, KS 66045
simpd@ku.edu 

In this issue... 
Why SIM Micro-credentials?, Intersection of SIM and High-Leverage Practices, New 
SIM Director, SIM Test-taking Strategy in Florida, Steps to Install SIM in Your School.

Join SiM™ online
     Facebook Twitter Instagram

www.facebook.com/KUCRL.SIM        https://twitter.com/stratetweets www.instagram.com/simpdku/

In 2017-18 Lantana Middle School in Palm Beach 
County, FL implemented the Test-Taking Strategy 
school-wide and raised their Florida State 
Assessment scores, bringing the school grade up 
from a C to a B.  Click here to read the full story

PIRATES PASS & RUN to ACE the test 
Prepare to succeed

Put your name and PIRATES on the test. 

Allot time and irder to sections. 

Say affirmations. 

Start within 2 minutes. 

Inspect the Instructions
Read instructions carefully.

Underline what to do and where to respond.

Notice special requirements.

Read, Remember, and Reduce
Read the whole question.
Remember what you studied.
Reduce the choices.

Answer or Abandon
Answer the question or abandon for the moment.

Turn back

Estimate
Avoid absolutes.

Choose the longest or most detailed choice.

Eliminate similar choices.

Steps to Install SIM™ In Your School
1. Partner
2. Examine
3. Consider
4. Identify
5. Create
6. Acquire
7. Develop

8. Determine

CLICK HERE FOR THE FULL ARTICLE

mailto:simpd@ku.edu
https://vimeo.com/356052675/0a2778f435
https://sim.ku.edu/kucrl-welcomes-new-director-professional-development
http://www.facebook.com/KUCRL.SIM
https://twitter.com/stratetweets
http://www.instagram.com/simpdku/
https://simville.ku.edu/sites/simville.ku.edu/files/files/FL%20article%20from%20SNv27i3%2C%20Jan%20%7C%20Feb%202019.pdf
https://sim.ku.edu/sites/sim.ku.edu/files/files/Steps%20to%20Install%20SIM%20FINAL.pdf
https://vimeo.com/356052675/0a2778f435


The University of Kansas Center for Research on Learning 2

The University of Kansas  Order Desk: 785.864.4780
Center for Research on Learning  E-mail: simpd@ku.edu
Joseph R. Pearson Hall Fax: 785.864.5728
1122 West Campus Road 
Lawrence, KS 66045-3101

The University of Kansas prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, religion, sex, national origin, age, ancestry, disability, status as a 
veteran, sexual orientation, marital status, parental status, gender identity, gender expression and genetic information in the University’s programs and 
activities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: Director of the Office of Institutional 

Opportunity and Access, IOA@ku.edu, 1246 W. Campus Road, Room 153A, Lawrence, KS 66045, 785.864.6414, 711 TTY.

Contributors:
Peony Allen      Beth Mayer, M. Ed. 
Mona Tipton      Lisa Roberts, Ed.S.
Jocelyn Washburn      Maria Soto, M.S. Ed.

SIM CALENDAR of Events
Oct. 1, 2019

STAAR Writing Boot Camp Elementary - Austin, TX, ESC13

Oct. 2, 2019
STAAR Writing Boot Camp Secondary - Austin, TX, ESC13

Oct. 5, 2019
Research Conference on Instructional Coaching

KU Edwards Campus-Overland Park, KS 

Oct. 28, 2019
STAAR Content Boot Camp - Understanding Content 

Concepts (SIM™ Concept Mastery & Concept Comparison 
Routines included) - Austin, TX, ESC13

Jan. 23-24, 2020
Arkansas Regional SIM Update Conference

Conway, AR

February 5-6, 2020
Florida Regional SIM Update Conference

Orlando, FL

For a complete list of SIM events, visit https://sim.ku.edu/sim-events

This list is updated periodically by national SIM Professional Developers.

Interested in earning SIM Micro-credentials for the 
Learning Strategies and Content Enhancement 

Routines you implement?
Visit

http://sim.ku.edu/microcredentials 
to get started.

Fusion Reading is:
• a supplemental reading course designed

to meet daily for one class period.
• primarily for grades 6-12 who are

generally reading two or more years
below grade level.

• designed to teach high-leverage reading
strategies to increase student motivation,
engagement, and reading achievement.

READ MORE ON OUR WEBSITE

THE INTERSECTION OF SIM AND HIGH LEVERAGE 
PRACTICES was the focus of this summer’s International
SIMposium Conference.  High leverage means maximizing 
the effect and efficiency of efforts, and in this case, a “high-
leverage practice” (HLP) is an action or task central to 
teaching.  We’ve provided links to resources in this webquest 
to better explain HLPs and provide you with tools for your 
work. If you’re interested in learning more, think about 
attending one of the SIM Update Conferences in 2020 with 
your SIM Professional Developer.

Xtreme Reading is:
• a supplemental reading program for

adolescents reading, minimally, at the
4th grade level and two or more years
behind grade level

• focused on strategies, habits of learning,
and knowledge required to thrive in the
21st century

• a spiral curriculum comprised of eight
foundational reading and motivation
strategies

READ MORE ON OUR WEBSITE

https://deptsec.ku.edu/~kucrl/
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-events
https://sim.ku.edu/sim-events
http://sim.ku.edu/microcredentials  
http://sim.ku.edu/fusion-reading
http://sim.ku.edu/fusion-reading
https://sites.google.com/site/hlpwebquest/home
http://sim.ku.edu/xtreme-reading

