Considerations for Using CE for Assessment

· An important goal for Content Enhancement is choosing the critical content: teaching a little less content and teaching it well. Assessments, then, should be closely aligned with the critical content covered in the routines.
· Students need to be shown how to use content enhancement devices to prepare for assessments. This means teaching students strategies for study from the devices including both modeling and practicing these ways of studying in class. In addition, it is important to show students how devices can be used in other types of assessments such as projects and writing assignments. 
	Assessment
	Examples

	Course Organizer
	· Create a review booklet in which each Course Question is a page. At the end of each unit, discuss with students what information has been learned in the unit that can answer these questions, and have students add that information to their booklets. Discuss with students how these pages can be used in preparing for midterm or final exams.



	Unit Organizer
	· Teach students how to use the Unit Questions to test themselves on the unit’s content.

· Teach students how to use the unit map in conjunction with their notes to study.

	Concept Mastery
	· Explain to students that on their assessment they will have to identify examples of a concept. Show how the Concept Diagram can be used to study for that type of assessment.



	Question Exploration
	· Show students how the Question Exploration device can be used to guide their thinking and writing as they prepare to write.


· Content Enhancement devices or parts of them can also be used as assessments themselves. This includes formative assessments that are used to check understanding regularly during a unit and summative assessments that are used to check understanding at the culmination of a unit.
	Course Organizer

	
	Suggestion
	Example

	Quick informal checks
	Use one of the Course Questions as the basis of a review discussion.
	One of our Course Questions is “What should be considered in writing a quality essay?” Let’s discuss an answer to that question. I want to be sure everyone can answer it well before beginning our next writing assignment.

	Other Assignments and Projects
	Choose one of the Course Questions to ask as an essay or extended response question, or have students complete a project that answers one of the questions.
	One of our Course Questions is “How did technology play a role in the development of the United States?” Create a PowerPoint that answers that question. Use the notes we have made in our course review booklet to help you.



	Unit Organizer

	Assessment
	Suggestion
	Example

	Quick Informal Checks
	Ask a unit question of the class during the unit or as a review at the end of the unit. 


	Let’s take a look at question three on our UO. We may not be able to answer it fully yet, but let’s answer it with what we know. We can revisit it again in a few days.


	
	Choose a Unit Relationship and build a review question around it.
	We see that “cause and effect” is an important way of thinking in this unit. Let’s look at what we learned today about sectionalism and find some evidence of cause and effect.


	Other Assignments and Projects
	Give students a task that requires them to use information from multiple sections of the Expanded Unit Map.
	Norman Cousins said, “Death is not the greatest loss in life. The greatest loss is what dies inside us while we live.” Explain what this quote means and tell whether you agree or disagree. Write an essay relating this quote to the book “All Quiet on the Western Front” using examples of literary elements in the book. Use your Expanded Unit Map to guide you.



	Concept Mastery

	
	Suggestion
	Example

	Quick Informal checks
	After using the Concept Mastery Routine, give the students an example to test. Have them briefly write whether it is an example or non-example and use the always, sometimes, and never characteristics to explain why.
	Now that we have explored the concept of flashback together, I’d like so see if you understand this concept well. Here is an example for you to test: _________. Tell whether you think this is an example or non-example, and use the always, sometimes and never characteristics to help you explain your thinking. Use your Concept Diagram to help you.

	Other Assignments and Projects
	After using the Concept Mastery Routine, ask students to find both an example and non example and explain their choice in writing. 

Ask students to create their own example and non-example.
	Now that we have explored the concept of momentum together, I’d like so see if you understand this concept well. Your homework is to find another example and non-example. Use the always, sometimes and never characteristics to guide you as in explaining your thinking in writing. Use your Concept Diagram to help you.

Write an example of a flashback and a non-example of a flashback. Use your Comparison Table to help you.


	Question Exploration

	
	Suggestion
	Example

	Quick Informal Checks
	After the Review step of Cue-Do-Review, have students write their response to the Main Idea question provided by the teacher.
	Now that we have completed the first three sections of the Question Exploration Guide on ________ I would like to see how well you can write your understanding of the main idea for this question

	Other Assignments and Projects
	Provide students with a large, overarching question question and ask them to use the Question Exploration Routine to unpack the question and write a response.

Have students write a multiple paragraph essay to answer the question.
	Have students isolate the explicit terms and their definition.

Ask them to write a logical sequence of questions.

Now that we have completed our Question Exploration Guide on ______________ I would like you to write a multiple paragraph essay


	Question Exploration

	
	Suggestion
	Example

	Quick Informal Checks
	After the Review step of Cue-Do-Review, have students write their response to the Main Idea question provided by the teacher.
	Now that we have completed the first three sections of the Question Exploration Guide on ________ I would like to see how well you can write your understanding of the main idea for this question

	Other Assignments and Projects
	Provide students with a large, overarching question question and ask them to use the Question Exploration Routine to unpack the question and write a response.

Have students write a multiple paragraph essay to answer the question.
	Have students isolate the explicit terms and their definition.

Ask them to write a logical sequence of questions.

Now that we have completed our Question Exploration Guide on ______________ I would like you to write a multiple paragraph essay


