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       Word Identification Strategy – Research Summary


Research Summary

The Word Identification Strategy

Reference:  

Woodruff, Susan (1999).  Word ID Strategy Study.  Unpublished draft of scientific study.  Muskegon High School.

Background on the research study:  

After three successful years of using the Word Identification Strategy as an intervention with low achieving students in the general education population, Sue Woodruff was encouraged to pursue and document results of the strategy intervention during the 1998-99 school year.  Don Deshler and Jean Schumaker helped to design the procedures and measures for the strategy, as well as advise in the process and procedure for documenting the strategy scientifically.  JoeFisher, Ph.D., of Grand Valley State University, offered his assistance in the testing of the control group and in helping to validate the results.  KU currently has the document and is adding notations and citations.

Rationale:  


Muskegon High School was recognized by the State North Central Association  for the positive results that the Word Identification had on students who were “significantly below grade level” in word recognition.  Teachers at the high school identified reading as a critical problem, and the Reading Target Area Committee devised a strategy to address this problem.  The North Central Association’s Outcome Accreditation Model was being used for accreditation.  During the three years that the strategy was instituted, targeted students were taught a reading decoding strategy, which significantly improved decoding, and fluency in a relatively short period of time.  


The intervention selected for use was The Word Identification Strategy, an acquisition strand strategy developed by the University of Kansas Center for Research on Learning.  The strategy provides challenged readers with a functional and efficient strategy to successfully decode and identify unknown words in their reading materials.  The strategy is based on the premise that most words in the English language can be pronounced by identifying prefixes, suffixes, and stems, and by following three short syllabication rules. 

Purpose:


The purpose of the study was to evaluate the effects of the Word Identification strategy on a diverse group of adolescents, some of which were eligible for services as a learning disabled youngster.  

Subjects:


124 9th grade students:  62 of the students were in the experimental group at Muskegon High School.  62 students were in the control group at an urban high school located on the west side of Michigan of approximately the same size.  The group was matched on gender and ethnicity and matched as closely as possible on word recognition pretest score.  (within one year or less of each other.)

Control & Experimental Group (N)
AF-Am
Hispanic
Caucasian
TOTALS

Males
13
4
15
32

Females
12
5
13
30

Totals
25
9
28
62


The 11 LD students from the experimental group were also monitored.  LD students within the control group were not identified.  The demographics of that group are as follows:

LD Subgroup within Experimental Group (N)
AF-Am
Hispanic
Caucasian
TOTALS

Males
2
1
4
7

Females
1
1
2
4

Totals
3
2
6
11


On the pretest, which was a word recognition test, students in the Control Group scored at 6.1 grade level.  Students in the experimental group (MHS) scored at 5.9 grade level.  The LD subgroup within the experimental group scored at 4.9 on the pretest.  All of the students pretested were first time ninth graders, and were at the 9.1 grade placement level.  

Results:


Significant improvement in reading decoding was demonstrated by the students in the experimental group.  While the students in  the control group continued to learn and demonstrated achievement commensurate with the time spent in school, the gain was not significant enough to close the achievement gap.  Whereas, students in the intervention at Muskegon High School demonstrated a significant gain, which did, in fact, close the gap on reading recognition.  


The data was disaggregated on gender and ethnicity.  It was interesting to note that the African American Males performed at the highest level in the study.  The Hispanic Females demonstrated the least gain in word recognition skills.


Just as exciting, was the finding that the LD students in the experimental group learned the strategy as well, and demonstrated as significant, or even greater gains than their nonhandicapped peers.  This led the group of investigators to postulate that this type of intervention is effective with “responsibly mainstreamed” LD students.
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Students were asked to evaluate the strategy and to provide feedback to the teachers and reading committee.  On a scale of 1 to 5 students were asked to rate how valuable learning the strategy had been to them.  (5 being the highest.)  The average score was 4.5.  96% of the students felt that they had sufficient time to learn the strategy well.  
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