Word Mapping Strategy

Crash Course

The Word Mapping Strategy is best described as a way to figure out the meaning of a word. By using the strategy, you break the word down into its most meaningful parts. You find the prefix, root, and suffix. Then you translate those parts into their meanings. Finally, you blend the meanings together to predict what the definition of the whole word is. The strategy enables you to make your best guess at the meaning of a word. Thus, you can use it while you are reading or when you are taking a vocabulary test. The steps of the strategy are as follows:

· Map the word parts
· When you come to a word for which you do not know the meaning, stop and find the word parts (prefix, root, & suffix).

· Write the word parts into boxes on the first level of the Word Map.

· Attack the meaning of each part
· Translate each part into its meaning.

· Write the definition for each word part in the box below the word part.

· Predict the word’s meaning
· Put together the definitions for the word parts.

· Write your prediction of the definition for the word in the box below the definitions of the word parts.

· See if you’re right!
· You might want to check with someone or the dictionary to see if your prediction is correct.

· However, when you are taking a vocabulary test, you won’t be able to do this step.

Rules about morphemes (word parts with meaning):

· Some morphemes have more than one meaning.

· Different morphemes can mean the same thing.

· Some morphemes appear in different forms and have the same definition.

Keep in mind:

• The meaning of some words cannot be determined by using the Word Mapping Strategy. Sometimes, you just have to memorize the meaning of a word.



Developed by Jean Schumaker, 2013

