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LEARNING STRATEGIES CURRICULUM 

...But first some definitions!

…And some examples
The farmer planted a tree.!
!
The large tree was planted by the 

farmer.!
!
The large green plantation in the 

tropical rainforest was cared for by 
the farmer.!

!
Therefore, the large green 

plantation in the tropical 
rainforest was cared for by the 
farmer before it was destroyed.!

Noun Phrases !

+

!
Passive Voice!


+

!
Connectives

ELA CCSS—Language standards (6-12)
1.  Conventions of standard English:  

Grade 6—Recognize and correct  
(c) inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person.*  
(d) vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous 

antecedents).*  
(e) variations from standard English in their own and others’ 

writing and speaking*  
Grade 7—(c) Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, 

including misplaced and dangling modifiers.*  
Grade 9-10—(b) Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, 

adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute) and 
clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to 
convey specific meanings.  

2.  Knowledge of language 
Grade 8—(a) Use verbs in the active and passive voice and 

in the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve particular 
effects  

Grade 11-12—(a) Vary syntax for effect; apply an understanding 
of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading.  
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Research Results
Original	  (2011)	  study	  

Content	  area	  passage	  and	  
questions	  

Change	  from	  pretest	  to	  
posttest	  

Effect	  Size	  

Comparison	  (n	  =	  25)	   0.971	   1.960	  

Experimental	  (n	  =	  24)	   28.654	  

Confirmation	  (2013)	  study	  	  

Content	  area	  passage	  and	  
questions	  

Change	  from	  pretest	  to	  
posttest	  

Comparison	  (n	  =	  8)	   1.429	  

Experimental	  (n	  =	  12)	   18.330	  

The Learning Strategies 
Curriculum
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Introduction 

Learning Strategies 

In almost every educational setting there are some students who are low 

achievers. The causes of low achievement are varied, but in many instances, 

students perform poorly because they have not learned how to learn. Research 

over the past three decades has shown that students can be taught how to learn 

by teaching them learning strategies. A learning strategy is an individual’s 

approach to learning a task. It includes how an individual thinks and acts when 

planning, executing, and evaluating performance on a task and its outcomes. 

Learning strategy instruction focuses on both how to learn and how to effectively 

use what has been learned.  

Understanding Academic Language 

Understanding Academic Language is a learning strategy that can help students 

better comprehend the content of their language arts, science, social studies, and 

math textbooks. The strategy is an integral part of the Learning Strategies 
Curriculum, a research-based series of instructional programs designed to help 

students meet the rigorous demands of educational settings. (For an overview of 

the Learning Strategies Curriculum, see Figure 1.) 

 

Figure 1. The Learning Strategies Curriculum 
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The strategy steps...
Tune into the noun phrases

Evaluate active/passive voice
eXamine the connectives

Track the pronouns

Tune into the noun phrases
-‐age	   	  	  
-‐al	  	  
-‐ance	  	  	  
-‐ancy	  
-‐ant	  
-‐ee	  
-‐er	  
-‐ing	  
-‐ment	  
-‐tion	  

pack 	  	  
refuse	  
avoid	  
occupy	  
inhabit	  
employ	  
work	  
paint	  
move	  
operate	  

35 

Cue Card #5 

 

Elements of Noun Phrases 

Articles 
Ordering 

words 
Describing 

words 
Main 

subjects 
Prepositional 

phrases 

the third big relationship in his life 

the only tired runner in the race 

the two long applications for a job 

a lone angry fighter on our side 

a single harsh punishment 
from the 

court 
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Cue Card #4 

Transformers 

 

Certain suffixes can be used to change verbs into nouns. 

 

Examples 

-age 

-al  

-ance 

-ancy 

-ant 

-ee  

-er  

-ing 

-ment 

-tion 

package 

refusal 

inheritance 

occupancy 

inhabitant 

employee 

worker 

painting 

argument 

operation 

  

The strategy steps...

Tune into the noun phrases
Evaluate active/passive voice

eXamine the connectives
Track the pronouns

Evaluate active/passive voice

• Look at the SUBJECT of the sentences...
•  Jonah picked up the baby.
•  The baby was picked up by Jonah.

•  The water leak destroyed the computer.
•  The computer was destroyed by the 

water leak.

• Parts of a sentence...
•  The subject is the noun that the sentence is 

about.
•  The verb shows the action or state of being of 

the subject.
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Cue Card #9 

Active and Passive Voice 

 

ACTIVE VOICE 

The subject of the sentence 
DOES the action 

 

Examples: 

• The flood destroyed 
the computer. 

• Jonah placed the book 
on the table. 

• The catcher threw the 
ball. 

• Toby scratched the 
cat’s belly. 

• Many Americans display 
flags on Memorial Day. 

 

PASSIVE VOICE 

The subject of the sentence 
IS AFFECTED BY the action 

 

Examples: 

• The computer was 
destroyed by the flood. 

• The book was placed on 
the table by Jonah. 

• The ball was thrown by 
the catcher. 

• The belly of the cat 
was scratched by Toby. 

• Flags are displayed by 
many Americans on 

Memorial Day. 
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The strategy steps...
Tune into the noun phrases

Evaluate active/passive voice
eXamine the connectives

Track the pronouns

eXamine the connectives 

40 

Cue Card #10 

Connectives 
Connectives are words that link two or more ideas WITHIN a sentence or BETWEEN 

sentences. 

 

1. Temporal Connectives are used to indicate order, sequence, or importance. 

Example: John left the house as soon as Paulette called. 

after before now that subsequently 

already finally once until 

as soon as first previously then 

at last meanwhile recently when 

at once next since while 

at the same time now still 

 

2. Causal Connectives are used to show cause and effect. 

 Example: As a result of the bad economy, several people lost their jobs. 

admittedly because however since 

although but in conclusion so 

as by in order to so that 

as a result consequently nevertheless therefore 

as long as even though nonetheless thus 

   until 

3. Additive Connectives are used to add further information. 

Example: In addition to Disneyland, the couple spent a day at the beach. 

also but in summary nonetheless 

and furthermore indeed nor 

another however just as provided that 

as well as in addition moreover too 

besides in fact nevertheless 

 

4. Comparative Connectives are used to show how ideas are alike or different. 

 Example: Sam enjoys hockey, whereas Ben prefers baseball. 

actually either-or in contrast on the other hand 

again even if in fact rather than 

although except instead similarly 

alternatively for example like that is 

as if if neither-nor unless 

conversely if not-then on the one hand whereas  

The strategy steps...
Tune into the noun phrases

Evaluate active/passive voice
eXamine the connectives

Track the pronouns

Track the pronouns
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Cue Card #11 

Pronouns 

A word that takes the place of a noun  

or refers to a noun  

 

 

 

I, me he, him it they, them 

you she, her we, us 

 

my, mine his its their, theirs 

your, yours her, hers our, ours 

 

myself himself herself ourselves 

themselves yourself yourselves itself 

 

this these that  those 
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Cue Card #2 

The Text Pattern Strategy 

Tune into the Noun Phrases 

Evaluate Active/Passive Voice  

eXamine the Relationships  

Track the Pronouns 

  

Generalization


