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Date: Name:

THE INFERENCE STRATEGY
LESSON 1 NOTES SHEET

1. Infer means to about something based
on that you have learned.
2.  You can use the Strategy to

3.  The first step to the Inference Strategy is to

4. To interact with the questions means to think

the questions.

5. The second step of the Inference Strategy is to

6. During the N Step, you will figure out the

it is and write a next to it.

7. There are two major types of questions:

and

8. The answer for a Factual Question is in the text.

9. With Think & Seek Questions, you must think and look for

to figure out the best answer.

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 1: INTRODUCTION
© 2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER
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THE INFERENCE STRATEGY
LESSON 1 NOTES SHEET

(continued)

10. There are 3 types of Think & Seek Questions:

(1) Questions, that you will mark with a
(2) Questions, that you will mark with a
(3) Questions, that you will mark with a

11. There are 4 types of questions altogether. They are Factual,

, Predicting, and

12. The third step in the Inference Strategy is

13. During this step, you will look for to help answer the questions.

14. The fourth step in the Inference Strategy is

15. This is where you look for to support your answer.

16. The fifth step in the Inference Strategy is

17. That means you must remember to the question!

18. The mnemonic device represents each step of this strategy.

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 1: INTRODUCTION
© 2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER
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INFERENCE STRATEC 5Y Cue Card #1

STEPS FOR THE
INFERENCE STRATEGY

Interact with the questions
and the passage

N ote what you know -
Find the clues —

Explore any supporting —
details

Return to the question ‘

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 1: INTRODUCTION 36
©2007 BY FRITSCHMAN

INFERENCE STRATEGY / Cue Card #4

“INFER” MEANS...

Guess the best
answer based on
the information
you already know

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 1: INTRODUCTION 39
©2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER

Page 7

INFERENCE STRATEC 5Y Cue Card #3

TYPES OF QUESTIONS

.Factual Question
The answer is right
there in the passage.

. Think and Seek

Question
The answer is not in
the passage.

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 1: INTRODUCTION 38
©2007 BY FRITSCHMAN ER

INFERENCE STRATEGY / Cue Card #5

TYPES OF QUESTIONS
o Factual Questions

« Think and Seek
Questions

» Big Picture Questions
o Predicting Questions

o Clarifying Questions

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 1: INTRODUCTION 40
©2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER




INFERENCE STRATEGY Cue Card #2

PASSAGE

Cell Phones

People are talking on cell phones more and more around the
world. In the United States, cell phone usage grew from 340,000
subscribers in 1985 to 158 million in 2005.Today, Americans spend
an average of seven hours a month talking on their cell phones. That
figure is low compared to some Asian societies. One of the highest
rates is in Israel, where 76% of the population has cell phones.

Cell phones have both psychological appeal and practical
advantages. They are a status symbol and help people to feel special
and important. Cell phones can also improve convenience and safety.
In one country, people use them to switch on the heat while they are
driving home. A cell phone user can call for help if her car breaks
down, especially at night. Travelers and children can phone home to
assure their family that they have arrived safely at their destinations.

Cell phones can also cause problems. People who use their
cell phones while driving are more likely to have accidents. Ringing
cell phones often interrupt movies, church services, lectures, and
concerts. People speaking on their cell phones in subways can ruin
the peace of mind of other passengers. A questionnaire found that
59% of people would rather visit the dentist than sit next to someone
using a cell phone. Rude cell phone users have sometimes been
violently attacked, for example, with pepper spray by movie goers or
by being rammed with cars.

Questions:

1. What is the purpose of this passage?

2. How many hours a month do Americans talk on their cell
phones?

3. How do the advantages of cell phones compare to their
disadvantages?

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 1: INTRODUCTION
© 2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER
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THE INFERENCE STRATEGY
LESSON 2 NOTES SHEET

There are two major types of questions you may be asked to answer. They are

and questions.

A fact is something that is

A factual question will have an answer that is in the passage.

A factual question may begin with words like .
’ ] am

However, these are just examples. Factual questions will always ask for some-

thing that is in the passage.
Attending to in a passage will help you be a better
reader.

When you answer a Factual Question, you have to make sure that the answer
you choose is the or to the

information in the passage.

When you read a Factual Question, be sure to attend to

in the question, so you know what clues to look for while you are reading.

After you read a Factual Question, you need to look for
and that are in the passage to help you answer correctly.

94 ArPENDIX B FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER, 2007
Page 9



THE INFERENCE STRATEGY
LESSON 2 NOTES SHEET

(continued)

The steps to the Inference Strategy are:
| =

e 1 [ | | [ |
Il h: =0 I

FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER, 2007 ArPENDIX B 95



INFERENCE STRATEG 5Y Cue Card #6 Inference Strategy Cue Card #7

EXAMPLE
FACTUAL QUESTIONS

FACTUAL QUESTIONS
+ What color is the boy’s hair?
- Require finding a fact in * What is the name of the girl’s
the information that you best friend?
have read. - How many years have the

people lived in their house?
. Where is the train going?
- The answer is right S

there in the passage. + Who is on the boat with the
lady?

When did the man arrive?

Which dog bit the child?

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 2: FACTUAL QUESTIONS 54
©2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER 108 ArpeEnDiX B FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER, 2007

Inference Strategy Cue Card #8

CHARACTERISTICS
OF GOOD ANSWERS

 Is a complete thought
Has a subject
Has a verb

* Is related to information
in the passage

+ Answers the question

FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER, 2007 APPENDIX B 109
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Date: Name:

THE INFERENCE STRATEGY

LESSON 3 NOTES SHEET

The two major types of questions that you will see are called

Questions and Questions.

The first type of a Think and Seek Question is called a

Question.
You will write the letter next to each Big Picture Question.
A Big Picture Question will ask for the the author is
giving the reader or the
A Big Picture Question may ask for a of the passage. It
may also ask for information on the and of

the passage.

Some of the key words that may be used in a Big Picture question are:

) ) , and

Write the key word next to its definition and example below:

7.

: The big idea in a paragraph or passage.

Example: This is about how people lived during the Renaissance.

: The author’s reason for writing the passage.

Example: The author wants to convince the reader to exercise each day.

: A short statement that tells about a long passage.

Example: The passage is a story about a man who breaks his arm and learns a

lesson.

STAGES 3 & 4. LESSON 3: BIG PICTURE QUESTIONS
©2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER

Page 14



THE INFERENCE STRATEGY

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

LESSON 3 NOTES SHEET

(continued)

: The author’s communication in writing to the

reader. What the author wants the reader to know or understand.
Example: The author wants us to understand that people should not say
mean things about other people.

: Another word for “message” or what the author

wants the reader to know.
Example: The theme of this passage is that it’s better to be safe than sorry.

: The place in which the story is located.
Example: This takes place in the African jungle.

: The feeling of the passage. The emotions the
author is expressing through the use of certain words like adjectives
and adverbs. Example: This passage is an angry passage. The author
shows that anger through the ways Peter acts by throwing things and
yelling.

Three purposes an author may have for writing a passage are to
, , and

The steps of the INFER Strategy are:

STAGES 3 & 4. LESSON 3: BIG PICTURE QUESTIONS
©2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER

Page 15



INFERENCE STRATEGY Cue Card #9

BIG PICTURE QUESTIONS

« Require you to figure out
the main idea or big
message or theme of the
passage.

« May ask for the purpose of
the writer.

« May ask for summary
information
« setting
« tone

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 3: BIG PICTURE QUESTIONS
©2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER

Page 16

INFERENCE STRATEGY Cue Card #10

EXAMPLE BIG PICTURE
QUESTIONS

e What is the main idea of this passage?
e What is the author’s main message?

e What is the main idea of the first
paragraph?

e What is the theme of this passage?

e What was the author’s purpose in
writing this passage?

e What is the setting of this story?
e What is the tone of this passage?

e Which of these statements summarizes
what this passage is about?

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 3: BIG PICTURE QUESTIONS
©2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER




Cue Card #11A

KEY WORDS IN BIG
PICTURE QUESTIONS

Main ldea

INFERENCE STRATEGY

® DEFINITION: The big idea is a paragraph or passage.

® EXAMPLE: This passage is about how people lived
during the Renaissance.

Purpose
® DEFINITION: The author’s reason for writing the
passage.

® EXAMPLE: The author wants to convince the reader
to exercise each day.

Summary
® DEFINITION: A short statement that tells about a
long passage.

® EXAMPLE: The passage is a story about a man who
breaks his arm and learns a lesson.

Message

® DEFINITION: The author’s communication in writing
to the reader. What the author wants the reader to
know or understand.

® EXAMPLE: The author wants us to understand that
people should not say mean things about other
people.

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 3: BIG PICTURE QUESTIONS
©2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER

Page 17

Cue Card #11B

KEY WORDS IN BIG
PICTURE QUESTIONS

(continued)

INFERENCE STRATEGY

Theme

® DEFINITION: Another word for “message” or what
the author wants the reader to know.

® EXAMPLE: The theme of this passage is that being
safe is better than being sorry.

Setting
® DEFINITION: The place in which the story is located.
°

EXAMPLE: This takes place in the African jungle.

Tone

® DEFINITION: The feeling of the passage. The
emotions the author is expressing through the use
of certain words like adjectives and adverbs.

® EXAMPLE: This passage is an angry passage. The
author shows anger through the ways Peter acts
by throwing things and yelling.

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 3: BIG PICTURE QUESTIONS
©2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER




INFERENCE STRATEGY Cue Card #12

PURPOSES FOR WRITING

o Entertain
e Inform

e Persuade

Page 18



Name:

Lesson 3, Passage 1

“Secret Message”

Secret messages are easy for certain kinds of people.
These people can see differences between colors that look the
same to everybody else. That was how Anita started her club
at Truman Middle School in Danbury, Connecticut.

She bought a lime green felt marker and some lime green
cardboard at an office supply store. Then she wrote an
advertisement on it. She taped it to the inside of the door to the
girl’s restroom. The advertisement said, “If you can read this,
you can join my club.” It ended with her cell phone number.

To most of the girls who looked at it, Anita’s message was
just a lime green nothing. It stayed on the door for four days.
Then the janitor took it down and threw it in the trash. Anita
knew that would happen. She had another poster ready.

Anita knew that her ability was very unusual. She was also
very patient. After three weeks, only two girls had joined her
club. Nevertheless, three girls with a special power can do a
lot. They kept their club a secret. They didn’t want anybody
else to know what they were going to do. At their first meeting,
they elected Anita president. Trudy was vice president, and
Donna was treasurer. They needed a treasurer because Anita
planned to make a lot of money.

owes L L] LT 1L |

12

~~~~~
- ~
- ~<

~ -
~ -
————————

1. This story is mostly about ...
a. Truman Middle School and school

b. The way people see different colors
and use them.

¢. Some girls with an unusual ability who
formed a club.

d. A fairly common ability in middle-school

2. What happened to Anita’s first poster?
a. It was ignored.
b. It was thrown out.
c. It was used for a new sign.
d. It was hidden from the teachers at
the school.

3. The purpose of this story is probably ...
a. To inform the reader.
b. To thrill the reader.
c. To frighten the reader.
d. To show the danger of secret messages.

4. A new title for this passage could be ...
a. Differences Among Girls.
b. Club Recruiting Practices.
c. Reading Bathroom Signs.
d. Starting a Secret Club.

5. How many people joined Anita’s club?




Name:

Lesson 3, Passage 2

“Sacrifice”

Ninety-two degrees was the forecast for the next five days.
Mrs. Blanco didn’t know what to do. Her electricity bill for July
was overdue. The woman at the power company had said they
would shut off the electricity to her home if she didn’t pay her
bill by tomorrow.

There was another letter on Mrs. Blanco’s kitchen table. It
looked like junk mail, but Mrs. Blanco opened it anyway. “Earn
hundreds of dollars working from your own home!!!” That’s how
the letter started. Mrs. Blanco couldn’t believe it, but she read
some more. “You can make big money by stuffing envelopes.
For a small startup fee, you can have the job of your dreams.”

“Right,” thought Mrs. Blanco. “Small startup fee.” The letter
asked her to send fifty dollars to get her letter-stuffing kit. She
took down the cookie jar from the top of the fridge. There was
$11.95 in loose change. “Roderick!” she called in the direction
of the living room. “Help me carry the TV down to the car.”

Roderick sat silently beside his mom in the car. He was not
happy. Mrs. Blanco was taking his TV to the pawn shop. “It’s
just for a few days, honey,” she explained. “We’ve got to pay
our electric bill so we can have air-conditioning.” She had a
worried look on her face. “As soon as | get my first pay check
from this new job, I'll get the TV back.”

=[] LI LI L]

14

Page 20

Name:

——————
-

P
+ Lesson 3, Passage 2 Questions
. “Sacrifice” .

= -
_______

1. Which of the following sentences best
summarizes this passage? Q A

a. Summer heat can cause high
electricity bills.

b. Mrs. Blanco takes a risk to pay her
electric bill.

c. Pawning your appliances can be risky.

d. Stuffing envelopes is a great way to
earn money.

2. What did Mrs. Blanco receive in the mail? Q A
a. A letter from her mother.
b. The electricity bill.
c. Aletter about a job.
d. A new calendar.

3. What is the setting in which this passage :
takes place? Q A i

a. Mrs. Blanco’s house in the winter.
b. Mrs. Blanco’s house in the summer.
c. A motel room in the summer.

d. Mrs. Blanco’s son’s house.

4. What is the mood in the first paragraph? Q A
a. Excitement.
b. Sadness.
c. Worry.
d. Anger.

5. This passage is mostly about ... Q A
a. A person who needs money fast.
b. Alazy person.
c. A good way to beat the heat.
d. An unhappy son.

________________________________________



Date: Name:

THE INFERENCE STRATEGY
LESSON 4 NOTES SHEET

1. The two major types of questions are called Questions

and Questions.

2. The first type of Think and Seek Question is called a

Question.

3. The second type of Think and Seek Question is called a

Question.

4. When you predict something, you are making a ora

about what will happen in the

5. A Predicting Question will require you to forecast what will happen next or

in the future in relation to information

6. Key words in Predicting Questions include , ,

and

7. When you make a prediction, you have to make sure that it is a

, that it is to the clues in the passage,

and that it the question.

8. The code letter you will write for Predicting Questions is a

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 4: PREDICTING QUESTIONS
©2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER

Page 21



THE INFERENCE STRATEGY
LESSON 4 NOTES SHEET

(continued)

9. You should read the passage and find all of the

before you respond to the question.

10. Your should relate to the and
information in the passage. If it doesn’t, then you must the
prediction.

11. The steps of the INFER Strategy are:

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 4: PREDICTING QUESTIONS

Page 22



INFERENCE STRATEGY Cue Card #13

PREDICTING QUESTIONS

- Require you to make a
guess or forecast about
what will happen in the
future.

« Require you to base your
forecast on information
you have read.

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 4: PREDICTING QUESTIONS 96

©2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER

INFERENCE STRATEGY Cue Card #15

KEY WORDS IN
PREDICTING QUESTIONS

Next

Future
Happen

Will

Down the road
End

Ending

Effect

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 4: PREDICTING QUESTIONS 98
©2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER

INFERENCE STRATEGY Cue Card #14

EXAMPLE PREDICTING
QUESTIONS

e What do you think will happen next?

o What is the most likely event to happen
next?

¢ What will the main character do next?

e What will happen to the boy in the future?
o Where will the boy hide?

® Who will help her?

e When will she be found?

o Which of his friends will stay over night?

e If you were to finish this story, how would
it end?

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 4: PREDICTING QUESTIONS 97
©2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER
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Date: Name:

THE INFERENCE STRATEGY
LESSON 5 NOTES SHEET

1. There are types of Think & Seek Questions.

2.  The types of Think & Seek Questions are )

, and Questions.

3. Clarifying is making . That means something is

easy to understand. If something is not clear, it won’t make sense.

4. A Clarifying Question will require you to make something to

understand. It will require you to of something.

5. Some examples of how Clarifying Questions may begin are:

6. Good readers as they read. If something just doesn’t

make sense to them, they press the “ ” button on reading,

just like they might press the same button on a video machine. Then, they

” to go back and reread to make sense of what’s confusing.

7. When you answer a Clarifying Question, you have to make sure that

your answer is related to the in the passage.

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 5: CLARIFYING QUESTIONS
©2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER
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THE INFERENCE STRATEGY
LESSON 5 NOTES SHEET

(continued)

8. If a question asks you what a certain word means, you will need to look for
that word and what it means in that particular sentence.
This will help you to what it means.

9. The code letter you will write for a Clarifying Question is a

10. If, after finding clues, you discover that your answer cannot be correct then

you need to to find to support your

answer.

11. The steps to the INFER Strategy and what they mean are:

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 5: CLARIFYING QUESTIONS
©2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER
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INFERENCE STRATEGY Cue Card #16 INFERENCE STRATEGY Cue Card #17

CLARIFYING QUESTIONS EXAMPLE CLARIFYING
QUESTIONS

Require you to make
. e What do you think the author meant
sense of something when she used the word “satisfied”

in Paragraph 1?

e What was Jason trying to do when
he hid the money?

Explain something

Give a cause e How do you think Paula was feeling
when she went to the store?

Give a reason

e What caused Mrs. Jones to give
away the puppy?

Explain feelings

e What do you think the reason was for

- Compare something his angry behavior?
: How does Jim’s behavi t
. Contrast something ® How does Jim's behavior compare to

e How does the parade contrast with
previous parades?

STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 5: CLARIFYING QUESTIONS 114 STAGES 3 & 4, LESSON 5: CLARIFYING QUESTIONS 115
©2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER ©2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER
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Name:

INFERENCE STRATEGY
VERBAL PRACTICE CHECKLIST

Attempts
1 2 3 4 5 6
Describing the strategy
in own words
Naming the steps:
Interact with the
questions and the
passage
Note what you know
Find the clues
Explore any
supporting details
Return to the
question
Questions:
1.
2.
3.
Total
Percentage Correct % % % % % %
Date

STAGE 5: VERBAL PRACTICE
© 2007 BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER
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Inference Strategy Name:

Assignment Sheet

Date Assigned Reading Selection Reading Level Comments

FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER, 2007 ArpENDIX B 125
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Inference Answer Sheet ™

Passage Title:

Question Type Clue Words Answer

Page 33
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INFERENCE STRATEGY Cue Card #18

BUILDING
A KNOWLEDGE BASE

L rrrrrrrrr T T T T T T T T L L L Ll .l
e S e e \ el el L LT -

1.1 ) L 11 Lj_.l‘ll 1 II'IIIlllI.I[lIllIl]'_LIIIl"l'lll : - - I 1 IIII'I.-:-IIIIJII
Q* N \

==

==

=

s

GENERALIZATION AND INTEGRATION
©2007BY FRITSCHMANN, SCHUMAKER, & DESHLER
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Student Name:

Inference Strategy

Stage 8: Generalization Assignment Sheet

Date Due Assignment Paired Independent | Score
Assigned | Date Activity? | Activity? (80%+ is

expected)
1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8.)

9.

10)

Page 35
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