Fundamentals in Sentence Writing- Terminology

	Term
	Definition
	Comments

	LESSON 1
	
	

	Capital
	Signal to the reader that a new sentence is beginning


	

	End punctuation
	Signal to the reader that a sentence is ending


	

	Subject
	The person, place, thing, idea, or quality that the sentence is about


	

	Noun
	Person, place, thing, quality, or idea
	Nouns often function as the subject of a sentence

	Action verb
	A verb that shows the action [body actions and mental actions] of the sentence;
	2 types of verbs; Lesson 1 focuses on action verbs only

	LESSON 2
	
	

	PENS
	Pick a formula

Explore words to fit the formula

Note the words and write them down

Search and check

       Ask “Is there a verb?”

       Root out the subject

       Key in on the beginning, ending, and meaning
	2 mnemonics; PENS, (M) ARK [ M step is presented in Lesson 4]



	LESSON 3
	
	

	Linking verbs
	Words that link a subject to words that describe the subject
	9 linking verbs

	Verb
	A word that shows action or state of being of the subject
	

	LESSON 4
	
	

	“M” step of Search and Check
	Mark out imposters
	Completes the mnemonic MARK

	Infinitives
	The word to followed by and action verb
	Usually composed of two words; often confused with the verb of the sentence

	LESSON 5
	
	

	Prepositional phrase
	Groups of words that show place or time
	Each prepositional phrase contains a preposition and at least one person, place, or thing

To can be an infinitive or a preposition


	Term
	Definition
	Comments

	Lesson 9
	
	

	Adjective
	A word that describes or tells more about a noun
	

	Main subject
	The one word that tells what the sentence is about
	

	Complete subject
	Contains the main subject and the words that describe the subject
	

	LESSON 10
	
	

	Helping verbs
	Words that help show the action of the sentence
	23 helping verbs  CHAD B. SWIM:

Some helping verbs can also be linking verbs;

Forms of “be” [be, being, been] must be used with other helping verbs

	Complete verb
	The main verb and the words that help show the action of the subject
	

	LESSON 11
	
	

	adverb
	Words that give you more information about the verb, usually by showing how, when, where, or to what extent the action of the subject took place 
	Associate adverb with adding to the verb


	Term
	Definition
	Comments

	

	Proficiency in Sentence Writing Part 1: Simple Sentences

	Simple Sentence
	A sentence that is made up of one independent clause
	

	Independent Clause
	A group of words that make a complete statement and has a subject and a verb
	

	Subject
	A person, place, thing, idea or quality that the sentence is about
	Usually a noun; a noun names a person, place, thing, idea or quality; discuss pronouns

	Verb
	A word that shows the action or state of being of the subject
	

	Complete subject
	A group of words that tell what the sentence is about
	Also known as a noun phrase; discuss adjectives

	Complete verb
	Two or more words that tell the action or state of being of the subject
	Also known as a verb phrase; discuss main verbs, helping verbs, and linking verbs

	Infinitive
	Any verb that has the word ”to” in front f it is an infinitive
	An infinitive is never a main verb in a sentence.

	Compound subject
	Two or more subjects in a simple sentence
	

	Compound verb
	Two or more verbs in a simple sentences
	

	Simple sentence formulas
	Four common structures of simple sentences
	S V; S VV; SS V; SS VV

	Sentence Writing Strategy
	Four steps to writing a simple sentence; PENS
	Review MARKS taught in Fundamentals of Sentence Writing

	Proficiency in Sentence Writing Part 2: Compound Sentences

	Compound Sentence
	A sentence with two or more independent clauses
	A compound sentence usually has two independent clauses

	Comma


	Used with a coordinating conjunctions to join two independent clauses
	Seven coordinating conjunctions; for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so  FAN BOYS

	Semicolon
	Used to join two independent clauses
	

	Compound Sentence formulas
	Two common structures of compound sentences
	I ,c I

I ; I


