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Learning Objectives

❏ Use virtual tools to engage teachers and 
students in learning new content

❏ Review the research on the SIM Listening 
and Note-taking Strategy

❏ Learn to use the manual to deliver quality 
instruction in note-taking

❏ Scaffold student note-taking, as needed



� Introduce yourself by clicking 
the three dots on your Zoom 
picture and adding your name 
and where you’re from.  
(Merica Howie, Arkansas)

� It’s so much friendlier if you 
can turn your camera on. 

� Use the reaction and chat 
features to interact throughout 
the day.

� Use mute to minimize 
background noise, but unmute 
to speak up if you have a 
question or comment to add.

� Make it a personal goal to 
contribute as much to the 
learning today as you take 
away. We want this session to 
be as interactive as possible, 
and that depends on you!



Connect2Digital  Course--Merica

➢ Offered through the 
Arkansas 
Department of 
Education, 
University of 
Central Arkansas, 
and OUR 
Educational 
Cooperative

➢ Teachers chose to 
take the blended 
(Zoom and online) 
course for PD credit 



Canvas Course-Gwen
University of St. Thomas, Minnesota

� Teachers adding their LD licensure
� One Module in Canvas Course on 

Strategic Instruction

https://www.stthomas.edu/stelar/facultyresources/academictechnologytoolkit/canvaslearningmanagementsystem/




Is Note-Taking still Relevant?
Note-taking: A Research Roundup (Jennifer Gonzalez, Cult 
of Pedagogy)

○ Note-Taking Matters
○ More is Better
○ Explicitly Teaching Note-Taking Strategies Makes a 

Difference
○ Adding Visuals Boosts the Power of Notes
○ Revision, Collaboration, and Pausing Boost the Power of 

Notes
○ Scaffolding Increases Retention
○ Providing Instructor Notes After Note-taking Practice 

Improves Learning
○ Handwritten Notes May Be More Powerful than Digital

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/note-taking/


Research Findings
Study 1: College Students with Learning Disabilities 



College Study Parameters
� 17 undergraduate students with learning 

disabilities
� Purposely limited instructional time to 4 

hours
� 2 hours on how to take notes
� 2 hours on how to study notes

� All practice materials from actual 
university classes (high rigor)



Figure 1. Baseline and post-instruction group means, Study 1. 



Measure Our Study Other Research

(LD) (NLD)

Keywords 68.8% 50-70%

Headings 88.5% 70%

Details 63.8% 38%

Comprehension
Pre

28.2% 42%, 60%, 63.8%

Comprehension 
Post

75.8% 57%, 67.7%, 74.7%

Major Finding: College students with LD can achieve at levels 
that meet or exceed the performance of NLD college students 
after four hours of intensive instruction.



Research Findings
Study 2: Ninth Grade Students with and without 
disabilities in an Inclusive Class Setting 



High School Study Parameters
� Two 9th grade co-taught social studies 

classrooms (gen ed and sped teacher)
� 23 of 57 students with disabilities

20 students with LD
1 student with OHD
1 student with speech/language disability
1 student with emotional/behavioral disability  



High School Study Parameters
� Strategy taught in 1 week 

 (5, 50 -minute class periods)
� Strategy taught in large-group, inclusive 

setting
� Describe, model, practice format used
� Students scored their own practices



Figure 2. Pretest and posttest group means, Study 2.



Figure 3. Phase 2 group means, Study 2. 



Based on literature review and these research findings…



Strategy Overview
Critical Skills Taught Lesson 
Identify important information 1

Write quickly and capture essential 
information

2

Sort main ideas from details 3
Study your notes 4



Strategy Mnemonics
� Strategy contains 2 smaller strategies with 

mnemonics:
� NOTeS teaches you how to take better 

notes
� GRADE teaches you how to study your 

notes



What do your kids 
do when you ask 
them to take 
notes?

Please share your responses in 
the chat box



What should your 
kids be doing 
when you ask 
them to take 
notes?

Please share your responses in 
the chat box



Lesson 1
Notice the Introduction and Observe Cues

https://www.loom.com/my-videos/SIM%20Lesson%201%20Videos


Lesson 
1



Notice the Introduction 
(pg 14)

� Discuss with students what they should be 
doing at the beginning of class when 
teachers…
� Review previous content
� State important announcements
� Start a new lecture



Observe Cues
(pgs 15-18)

� Discuss and share examples of:
� Mannerism Cues
� Organizational Cues
� Emphasis Cues

Raise your hand if you 
can think of an example 
of any of these cues



Why Observe and Practice 
Identifying Cues?
� Cues provide the organizing structure for 

a lecture
� Cues signify important information
� Students with learning disabilities have 

difficulty recognizing and “hearing” 
common cues 









Practice Identifying Cues
� Scaffold practice from guided to 

generalization practice
� Instructional target = 80% of students 

recording 80% of the cues
� Resources for mini-lectures

Appendix B = 8 lectures (generic content)
Newsela, Kahn Academy
Flipgrid Examples
BEST: Your class content (especially 
well-organized and brief review material)

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1X4V9_BtyfG2uzOtbBKrQ2vPXrD5betp6


Let’s Practice Observing Cues
� One person reads the Humor lecture, the 

other person records the  CUES

• Use Breakout 
Rooms

• Humor Lecture on 
page 74 or copy 
in folder



Scoring Cues

For more video examples of SIM Listening & Note-taking: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/gwenberry/videos

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eAjn0MkXpNI&t=82
https://www.youtube.com/user/gwenberry/videos


Calculating a Percentage 
Correct

For more video examples of SIM Listening & Note-taking: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/gwenberry/videos

https://www.youtube.com/user/gwenberry/videos
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9251ZxnKXc


� Raising hand or 
colored cue 
cards to 
indicate cues

� Tallying rather 
than writing out 
the cues

� Treasure Hunt to 
find cues 

� Slower pace or 
line-by-line 
discussion

REALITY CHECK
ACCOMMODATIONS and 

SUPPORTS

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/11hEMeSBy2KGyEITa9Mtp4tfbv8PKFncF
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/11hEMeSBy2KGyEITa9Mtp4tfbv8PKFncF




Lesson 2: 

Transform the Information 

� Review the N and O steps of NOTeS
� Link the practice of “texting” to taking 

notes 
� Describe and model how to take notes 

quickly (using Cue Cards 5, 6, & 7)







What other abbreviations do 
you use?



Let’s Practice Transforming 
Information
� Scaffold practice from guided to 

generalization practice
� Instructional target = 80% of students 

recording 80% of the key words
�  Resource for practicing this skill:
� 5 statements in Lesson 2 (pgs 24-25)
� 8 mini lectures in Appendix B 



Scoring Enthusiasm

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ykc2ZSgylyA


� IEP students must 
show their notes to 
receive a copy of 
the teacher notes

� Provide Topic and 
Main Ideas

� Provide guided 
reading questions 
with time to think 
before the lecture

� Provide specific 
abbreviations for 
that lecture (can 
even produce 
flash cards to 
practice)

REALITY CHECK
ACCOMMODATIONS OR 

SUPPORTS

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1X4V9_BtyfG2uzOtbBKrQ2vPXrD5betp6
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1X4V9_BtyfG2uzOtbBKrQ2vPXrD5betp6
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1X4V9_BtyfG2uzOtbBKrQ2vPXrD5betp6


Examples from the teacher toolkit 

https://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/guided-notes


9th Grade Research Study 
Examples
● Two 9th grade general education social 

studies classrooms
● Each class co-taught with gen ed and 

sped teacher
● 23 of 57 students with disabilities

20 students with LD
1 student with OHD
1 student with speech/language disability
1 student with EBD



Notes taken 
AFTER lesson 

3









Lesson 3:

Sort Main Ideas and Details

� Review the N ,O, and T steps of NOTeS
� Describe and model the “T” method for 

sorting main ideas and details (using Cue 
Cards 3 & 8)







Modeling this Skill
� http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WBrR4UH

q2Ck

� Follow along on pages 28-32 as you watch 
the T-method being described and modeled

� To find other examples of the Listening & 
Note-Taking Strategy type use the keywords 
“Gwen Berry Listening and Note-Taking” in 
Youtube

WATCH 
Later 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WBrR4UHq2Ck
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WBrR4UHq2Ck


Let’s Practice Sorting Main 
Ideas and Details
� Listen to the Humor lecture and record 

the main ideas and details

�
• Use Breakout 

Rooms?
• Humor Lecture on 

page 74 or copy 
in folder

Find a piece of 
paper and draw a 
“T”



Lesson 3: Scoring Practice

� You will earn 1 point for each main idea 
recorded and 1 point for each detail 
recorded. 

� Instructional target: 80% of the class 
recording 80% of the main ideas and 
details.







� Students must 
show their notes 
to receive a 
copy of the 
teacher notes in 
t-chart form

� Provide Topic 
and Main Ideas 
in a preprinted 
t-chart

� Dual Language 
Notes for ELL

� Guided Notes 
with Tracing 
Guides

REALITY CHECK
ACCOMMODATIONS OR 

SUPPORTS



� Cut apart main 
ideas and details 
and students 
physically 
assemble them

� Practice this skill 
with actual 
lecture content 
from other 
classes to extend 
the learning

REALITY CHECK
ACCOMMODATIONS OR 

SUPPORTS



Nearpod Sorting Practice



9th Grade Research Study 
Examples 
BEFORE learning the strategy (PRETEST)
AFTER learning the strategy (POSTTEST)



Before-after notes: Students 
without disabilities













Before-after notes: Students 
with learning disabilities











Before-after notes: Student 
with ADD







Before-after notes: Student 
with a language disability







Lesson 4: The GRADE Strategy
� Review the NOTeS Strategy
� Discuss when and where to study
� Describe and practice each step of the  

GRADE Strategy 
� You will practice GRADE using your “Humor” 

notes created in Lesson 3



When and where do you 
study?
� When do you normally study for a test?
� How long do you remember the 

information after the test?
� Where do you study?
� Being able to concentrate is key
� Consider resources that may be necessary 

for studying 

What study tips do you 
recommend to students?













 
 DREAMS

Research ∙ Scientists study 
w/electroencephalograph (EEG)

∙ Wires hooked to person’s head
∙ Measure brain waves
∙ Wake person up and ask questions

Facts ∙ 5 dreams in 8 hours
∙ Each lasts 5-45 min.
∙ No connection betw. food & dreams

Effect on Body ∙ Heart beats faster
∙ Blood pressure rises
∙ Eyes move (Rapid Eye Movements) or 

REM
 

Can’t function 
w/o dreaming

∙ Nervous
∙ Upset
∙ Hungrier
∙ Mental illness

Chat: Share one study question 
for this set of notes.



Let’s Practice & Apply
� Work with a partner to create 3 questions 

from your Humor Notes



GRADE: Step 4

Draw a Diagram

� GRADE introduces 3 different purposes of 
diagrams (descriptive, sequential, and 
compare/contrast) that can be used with 
most of the notes taken in school (Cue 
Card #15)

� Drawing a diagram requires you to 
manipulate and interact with information 
thus making it more memorable. 

















GRADE: Step 5

Encourage Yourself

� Utilize this step when taking notes, 
while studying, before a test, and 
during a test

� Good learners engage in positive 
self-talk

� Let’s brainstorm positive statements 
we can say instead of the negative 
statements listed on Cue Card #21



Raise your hand and 
change one of these 
statements from 
negative to positive 



Nearpod REVIEW





THANK YOU!!
gwen.berry@Louisville.edu

mailto:gwen.berry@Louisville.edu

