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Fundamentals in the Theme Writing Strategy


	
	Parts of a Theme
	Title
Introduction (Introductory Paragraph)
Body (Detail Paragraphs)
Conclusion (Concluding Paragraph)

	
	Theme Writing Strategy Steps
	Think
Organize it
Write a draft
Evaluate it
Refine it

	
	Subtopics
	Focus on a main idea related to the topic
Relate to each other and the topic in a similar way

	
	
	

	
	Purpose of the Introductory Paragraph
	Grabs the reader’s attention
Makes the reader want to read more
Provides a preview of the rest of the theme

	
	Parts of the introductory paragraph
	Topic Sentence
Detail Sentences
Thesis Statement

	
	Introductory Options
	Definitions
Descriptions
Stories
Scene Description
Historical Facts/Events
Exciting Details
Quotations
Warnings
Problems/Questions
Provocative Statements
Combinations

	
	
	

	
	Purpose of the Concluding Paragraph
	Closes the theme
Reviews the information in the theme
Makes the reader think more about the theme

	
	Parts of a Concluding Paragraph
	Concluding Transition Sentence
Detail Sentences
Clincher Sentence

	
	Concluding Options
	Summary
Suggestions
Moral
Opinions
Cautions
Combinations

	
	
	

	
	Introductory Paragraph:  
Topic Sentence
	Names the theme topic
Starts the reader thinking about the topic or grabs the reader’s attention
Sometimes introduces the Introductory Option

	
	Introductory Paragraph:
Detail Sentences
	Cover the chosen Introductory Option
Provide background information
Preview the rest of the theme

	
	
	

	
	Structures for Detail Sentences
	Subtopic Structure
Lead-off/Follow-up Structure
Open Structure

	
	Introductory Paragraph:
Subtopic Structure
	Topic Sentence

Detail Sentences
Background Sentence
Sentence about Subtopic 1
Sentence about Subtopic 2
Sentence about Subtopic 3

Thesis Statement

	
	Introductory Paragraph:
Lead-off/Follow-up Structure
	Topic Sentence

Detail Sentences
Lead-off Sentence
Follow-up Sentence
Lead-off Sentence
Follow-up Sentence

Thesis Statement

	
	Introductory Paragraph: Open Structure
	Topic Sentence

Detail Sentences
Detail Sentence 1
Detail Sentence 2
Detail Sentence 3

Thesis Statement

	
	
	

	
	Thesis Statement
	Includes the theme topic
Names the subtopics
Leads into the rest of the theme in a graceful way

	
	
	

	
	Purpose of a Detail Paragraph
	Covers information related to one of the subtopics
Helps to form the body of a theme

	
	Parts of a Detail Paragraph
	Topic/Transition Sentence
Lead-off Sentences
Follow-up Sentences

	
	Detail Paragraph: Topic Transition Sentence
	Names the theme topic
Names the subtopic
Provides a connection between the new paragraph and other paragraphs (transition word or phrase)
Sometimes clues the reader about the details or names the details in the paragraph (with a Clueing or Specific Topic Sentence)

	
	Detail Paragraphs: Detail Sentence
	Cover the information under the subtopic
Include transitions related to the sequence (in Lead-off Sentences)
Follow the specified order on the TOWER diagram
Represent a variety of sentence types

	
	
	

	
	Concluding Paragraph: Concluding Transition Sentence
	Names the theme topic
Tells the reader that the theme is ending (includes a Concluding Transition)
Names or ties the subtopics together
Sometimes introduces the Concluding Option

	
	Concluding Paragraph: 
Detail Sentences
	Cover information related to the Concluding Option
Summarize content
Review the main message

	
	
	

	
	Structures for Concluding Paragraph
	Subtopic Structure
Lead-off/Follow-up Structure
Open Structure

	
	Concluding Paragraph: Subtopic Structure
	Concluding Transition Sentence

Detail Sentences
Sentence about Concluding Option
Sentence about Subtopic 1
Sentence about Subtopic 2
Sentence about Subtopic 3

Clincher Sentence

	
	Concluding Paragraph:  Lead-off/Follow-up Structure
	Concluding Transition Sentence

Detail Sentences
Lead-off sentence
Follow-up sentence
Lead-off sentence
Follow-up sentence

Clincher

	
	Concluding Paragraph:
Open Structure
	Concluding Transition

Detail Sentences
Sentence about Concluding Option
Detail Sentence 1
Detail Sentence 2
Detail Sentence 3

Clincher Sentence

	
	Concluding Paragraph:  Clincher Sentence
	Is the last sentence in a theme
Closes the theme
Names the theme topic
Summarizes the details in the Concluding Paragraph or restates the main message



