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The Strategy in a Nutshell 

By using the strategy, students: 

– Use formulas to form the sentences they 

write 

– Decide on the wording of a sentence 
before they write it 

– Write the sentence using appropriate 

•  Capitalization at the beginning 

•  Punctuation at the end 

•  Punctuation throughout 

– Check their work 
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Helping Verbs 

can 
could 

do 
does 
did 

may 
might 
must 

shall 
should 

has 
have 
had 

will 
would 

am 
are 

is 

was 
were 

be 
been 
being 
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Definition   Example   
I have been studying all night, for I want to 
get a good grade on my test tomorrow. 

when joining two 
ideas    

Keeshia and Lamar went to the movies, and 
they bought popcorn. 

,for 

,and 

when 1st “I” says 
“not”   ,nor 

Hanni was not a the game, nor was she at 
the party. 

Baseball is my favorite sport to watch, but 
football is my favorite sport to play. 

when there is a 
choice    

You will have to finish the project, or your 
group will get a failing grade. 

,but 

,or 

when comparing 2 
different ideas   ,yet The children ran all the way to school, yet 

they were still late. 

when comparing 2 
different ideas   

Kevin did not want to hurt Kathy’s feelings, so he 
said nothing about her mistake.  

when 1st “I” tells why 
,so 

Coordinating Conjunctions 

when 2nd “I” could 
start with“because”  

Cue Card 9B 
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Semicolons 

Semicolons (;) can also be used to join the two independent 
clauses of a compound sentence. 

Examples: 
 I’ve been studying all night; I want to get 
 a good grade on my test tomorrow. 

Keeshia and Lamar went to the movies; they bought 
popcorn. 

Baseball is my favorite sport to watch;  
football is my favorite sport to play. 

Kevin did not want to hurt Kathy’s feelings; he said 
nothing about her mistake. 

Cue Card 10A 
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Proficiency Overhead #  38 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