	Tier 3 Challenges and Ideas

	Sentence Writing Concepts and Skills 

	Concept/skill
	Difficulty/Challenge
	Ideas

	Noun/subject


	-understand concept of noun

-identify nouns/types of nouns

-identify which noun is subject

-identify noun phrases

-distinguish between noun and subject

-write sentences with one subject

-write sentences with two subjects


	-Madlibs (madtakes.com)

-Use pictures - identify nouns

-Noun Sorting activity

-Word banks

-Keep reminding to keep it simple

-Model

-Relay races - drop noun in basket

-Fly Swatter - slap correct answer

-Remind students to ask “who or what” to find subject



	Verb
	-understand concept of verb

-identify action verbs

-identify linking verbs

-identify helping verbs & verb phrases

-write sentences with action verbs

-write sentences with linking verbs

-write sentences with helping verbs
	-Add visuals to notes

-Charades

-Verb Sorting activity

-Linking verb activity (find someone)

-Stand up quiz

-Use verb sorting cards to make sentences and remove cards

-I have, you have activity

-T charts

-Minute to Win It game

-Bingo

-Verb song

-Relay races - drop verb in basket

-Snowball activity



	Infinitive


	-understand concept of infinitive

-identify infinitive


	-Add infinitives to sentences

	Prepositional

Phrase


	-understand concept of preposition

-understand concept of prepositional phrase

-identify prepositional phrase


	-Illustrate preposition cards

-Use box to show prepositions

-Bee in the bottle - students choose their own object and make bee in the bottle type of poster

-Throw ball to each other - throw the ball under, over, between, etc.

-Charades - guess the preposition

	MARK process
	-understand purpose of marking out imposters and how to mark out

-understand purpose of asking what the verb is first

-understand purpose of rooting out the subject by asking “Who or what?”

-identify imposters

-identify verbs first

-identify main subject

-Key in on (check) beginning

-Key in on (check) ending

-Key in on (check) meaning
	-Warm up - talk about specific steps

-Warm up - Do K step for these…

-Emphasize it is for editing

-Volunteers correct sentences on the board, think aloud while they are correcting, then group corrects

-Peer editing



	PENS process
	-understand PENS process

-remember how to use PENS
	-Poetry magnetic words 



	Simple sentence
	-Understand & remember formulas

-Write SV

-Write SSV

-Write SVV

-Write SSVV

-Write simple sentences with improved word choice
	-Grammar Scrabble

-Boggle 

-Dice game (Amanda)

-Bingo

-Flip chart activity 

-Magazines - find types of sentences

-Use vocabulary from class

-Station activity with requirements for improving sentences

-Use pictures - describe picture

-Board book for children



	Compound sentence
	-Understand & remember formulas

-Understand & remember coordinating conjunctions

-Write I, c I

-Write I:I

-Write compound sentences with improved word choice


	-Sentence strips

-White boards - each student writes one clause and they join them

-Start with one independent clause and keep adding independent clauses

-Flip chart activity 

-Magazines - find types of sentences



	Complex sentence
	-Understand & remember formulas

-Understand subordinating conjunctions

-Write ID

-Write D, I


	-Bingo - formulas

-Sentence strips (colors for D & I)

-Magazines - find types of sentences

-White boards - some students write independent clauses and some write dependent clauses, find partner with a matching dependent clause

	All concepts & skills
	-Remember concepts & processes

-Use concepts & skills in writing

-Generalize 
	-Rapid fire drill

-Jeopardy game

-Review games - Larissa and Kate’s websites - Reviewgamesown. com



	Paragraph Writing Concepts & Skills

	Concept/skill
	Difficulty/Challenge
	Ideas

	Topic Sentence
	-Understand topic sentence

-Understand types of topic sentences

-Identify types of topic sentences

-Write general topic sentence

-Write clueing topic sentence

-Write specific topic sentence

	-Cut paragraph into strips - students put paragraph together (topic sentence, detail sentences & clincher)

-Improve bad topic sentences

-Placemat activity

-Start with specific topic sentence and ask students to change to general and clueing topic sentences

-Flip chart activity 

-Group writing - group writes topic sentence together



	Detail Sentences
	-Understand detail sentence

-Understand lead-off details

-Understand follow-up details

-Write lead-off details

-Write follow-up details

	-Partners - one student writes lead off and the other writes follow-up

-Change transitions to embedded transitions or subordinating conjunctions

-Pick broader categories and brainstorm details

	Sequencing
	
	-Divide chain link sequence into categories (cause and effect, etc.)

	Tense


	
	-Revise tense during revision process

	Point of view
	
	-Fairytale activity 

-

-

	Reasoning/ content
	
	-Brainstorm ideas for topics (grid)

-Finish stories or paragraphs

-Description of pictures

-Writing game

	Clincher sentences


	
	-

-

-

-Flip chart activity 



	Revision/editing
	
	-Peer editing

-Pass paper to next person to edit




Generalization and Enrichment Activities

Sentences:

1)
Flip chart - 


-write simple sentence formula on charts, students write sentence that matches the 
formula,


-then everyone moves to next chart, group uses MARK to check the sentence and correct 
any errors and changes the sentence to another simple sentence formula


-move again, group checks with MARK and correct errors, changes sentence to improve the 


word choice


-move 
again, group checks sentence and changes sentence to compound sentence;


-large group discussion of how sentences progressed and errors corrected

2)
Compound (or complex) sentence strips - partners 


 - need sentence strips and post-its with the 7 coordinating conjunctions and a semi-colon 
(each duo needs to make one set of post-its)


-give students topic or they think of topic, each student writes an independent clause 
(without showing the partner)


-they share their clauses and check them to make sure they are correct


-they choose a coordinating conjunction that makes sense and use the post it to attach the 2 
clauses together


-they pass their sentence to another group - they read the sentence and decide how they 
want to change it (change the order of the clauses, rewrite the clauses by improving the 
word choice, use a different conjunction or use a semi-colon)


-groups share the original sentence and the new sentence and talk about how and why they 
changed the sentence


-challenge round:  students need to use the conjunctions “for, yet, nor, or so”


(for complex sentences provide subordinating conjunctions)

3)
Smartsheets


-students complete Smartsheet for literary element(s)


-Write a variety of sentences about the elements (simple formulas, compound, complex or 
compound-complex)


-Discuss the sentences they wrote 

4)
Peer editing - students meet with a partner, share their sentences from learning sheet they 
mastered, check the work (again) with MARK, discuss, 
and improve their writing

5)
Projects - students work on projects focused on literature, write sentences for their project, 
check 
with MARK, ask others to give feedback

Paragraphs:

1)
Flip chart activity can be used for topic and clincher sentences - teacher writes a topic 
sentence on chart and students change the sentence to the other types of topic sentences as 
they move; in final round students improve the word choice of the sentences


-same activity for clincher - students read a paragraph at their desks, teacher writes one 
clincher sentence on chart, students write 2 other types, then improve the sentences in the 
final round

2)
Finish the story (for narrative paragraphs) - give students stories with setting, characters, 
conflict, and rising action - they finish the story by adding more about the characters, the 
climax and the resolution

3)
Write descriptions of pictures (picture paragraph sheets)

4)
Peer editing - students meet with a partner, share their paragraphs, check the work (again) 
with MARK and/or with paragraph checklist, discuss, and improve their writing

5)
Play or story writing game - need index cards with story grammar elements


 (names and roles of characters, settings, themes, problems, resolutions, etc.)


-in partners or small groups, students pick 3-4 characters, a setting, theme, problem or 
crisis, and resolution


-write a play or story using the story grammar elements


-share story with another group and provide feedback

6)
Brainstorming grid - need grid with story elements across top


-students brainstorm examples of elements for a particular genre


-write story or script using the examples they select 


-share story or script with another person/group

7)
Write paragraphs for prompts about literature or article


-students read book, short story or article


-provide prompt for facts, reason or examples expository paragraph or 


for comparison, contrast or comparison-contrast paragraph


-students write paragraph(s) to respond to prompt


-share paragraph and provide feedback

8)
Fairytale activity


-write or copy lines from fairy tales with different perspectives or speakers


-number the different speakers


-using response cards or hand signals, students indicate which speaker said line


Example:


-We came home and someone had been in our house.  The person tried my porridge


and apparently it was too hot, then the person tried my bed and it was too hard.  The 
person also tried my wife’s and son’s porridge and bed

Review Games and Activities

General (could be used for sentences or paragraphs):

1)
Jeopardy

2)
Minute to Win It - one minute for each of these (see how many they can create in a minute) 
- could be teams competing, girls against boys, etc.


-I:I  or I,cI- give students one independent clause, tell them there is a semi-colon after the 
independent clause or give them a conjunction, ask them to provide another independent 
clause 
as quickly as possible

3)
Charades - act out sentence and group writes sentence describing charades

4)
Brainstorming Grid

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


5)
Hot Seat or For the Love


-rows are teams


-front seat of each row gets 3 tries to answer a question


-if person is right, go to back of row (team can save the person about question on 3rd try, 


then person can go to back of row

6)
Zip


-Begin with start card (first question)


-Find the answer card (2nd card) with question on back


-Find the next answer card and continue until the end card 


-Could construct paragraphs with transition words as some of the cards

Example Grid for Police/Law and Order Drama

	 Police 

Officer


	Criminal
	Victim
	Witness
	Bystander
	Setting 
	Problem
	Ending

	Captain


	Burglar
	Young

woman
	Child
	Landlord
	City street
	murder
	Prison sentence

	Sergeant 


	Murderer
	Old

man
	Teenager
	Child
	Small town
	Car

stolen
	Acquitted

	Detective


	Executive
	Child
	Street

person
	Store

owner
	Warehouse
	House robbed
	Innocent

	Officer


	Rich 

woman
	Young

man
	Old

man
	Teenager
	College dorm
	Jewelry stolen
	Never charged

	Internal

Affairs
	
	Old man
	Rich man
	Woman
	Apartment

building
	
	

	
	
	Homeless

man
	
	
	Office
	
	

	
	
	College student
	
	
	Police station
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Jeopardy 1

	
	Simple

Sentences
	Compound 

Sentences
	Paragraphs
	Topic

Sentences
	Clincher Sentences

	25


	Formula for sentence with one subject and one verb
	Number of independent clauses in a compound sentence
	3 parts of paragraph
	Provides main idea and grabs attention
	Where clincher sentence is located in paragraph

	50


	Formula for sentence with two subjects and one verb
	Formula for compound sentence with a coordinating conjunction
	Detail that introduces a new detail and has transition
	Provides a clue about details
	Purpose of clincher sentence

	100


	Group of words that makes a complete statement
	First letter of coordinating conjunctions spell these words
	Sequence for describing a room
	Example of specific topic sentence
	Summarizes main idea and makes reader think more

	200


	Sentence with two subjects and two verbs
	Punctuation used in compound sentences without a conjunction
	Importance transition that means detail is more important
	Reason for using a variety of topic sentences
	Clincher needs to be _________ from topic sentence 

	300


	Steps for writing a sentence
	Sentence with I,cI formula
	Graphic organizer for planning paragraphs
	DOUBLE

JEOPARDY

AUDIO
	Concluding transition

	400


	Steps for search and check
	Meaning of the conjunction “for” in a compound sentence
	Example of chain link sequence
	Steps for writing a topic sentence
	Example of specific clincher for vacation paragraph

	Jeopardy Key

	
	Simple

Sentences
	Compound 

Sentences
	Paragraphs
	Topic

Sentences
	Clincher Sentences

	25


	SV
	2
	Beginning, middle, end

Introduction
Body

Conclusion
	General
	Last sentence

	50


	SSV
	I,cI
	Lead-off
	Clueing
	End the paragraph, tie together 

	100


	Independent clause
	FAN BOYS
	Space or size
	Example
	General

	200


	SSVV
	Semi-colon

;
	Most importantly

More importantly
	Writing more interesting, more sophisticated
	different

	300


	PENS
	Sentence with I,cI formula
	Paragraph Diagram
	Give topic sentence and ask student to give type
	Example

	400


	MARK
	because
	Example of chain link sequence
	PENS
Pick formula and type
	Example


	Jeopardy 2 example

	
	Definitions
	Simple

Sentences
	Formulas
	How To
	Olympic

Winners

	25


	Person, place, thing, quality or idea
	Sentence with one subject and one verb
	Formula for sentence with one subject and one verb
	Steps for writing a sentence
	Swimmer who won 22 medals and 18 gold

	50


	Shows action or state of being
	Sentence with two subjects and one verb
	Formula for sentence with two subjects and one verb
	Steps for search and check
	US Women’s Soccer Team

	100


	Group of words that makes a complete statement
	DOUBLE

JEOPARDY
AUDIO
	Formula for sentence with one subject and two verbs
	Question for finding the verb in a sentence
	Gabby Douglas

	200


	To + verb
	Sentence with two subjects and two verbs
	Formula for

sentence with two subjects and two verbs 
	DOUBLE

JEOPARDY

	Usien Bolt

	300


	
	
	
	
	

	400


	
	
	
	
	


