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Possible Ideas for Cause-and-Effect Guides 

What happens in Florida when the temperature drops below 50 degrees outside? 

Why does the ocean tide come in and go out? 

What does having a family pet do for a family? 

The Amazon Rainforest is disappearing at an alarming rate. How might this impact the planet? 

Backpacks mean back aches.  Is your backpack too heavy? 

Why is recycling a good idea? 

How was the Grand Canyon formed? 

How can you earn great grades in school? 

Why are hurricanes dangerous? 

What are the causes and effects of WWI? WWII? The attack on Pearl Harbor? The Exxon 
Valdes oil spill?  

How did the character’s experiences influence their growth? 

Explain why (event) happened in the story. 

What happened as a result of (action in a story, historic event, science experiment)? 

What happened when you (add, subtract, multiply, or divide) numbers? 

Why is it a problem when people cut down trees to clear the land? 

Why is the sky blue? 

Why is it important to exercise? 

Why don’t the planets collide?  Why don’t the planets get pulled into the Sun?  In our solar 
system, why does only planet earth support human life? 

How does inflation impact you as a consumer? The economy? 

What happens when you leave the (punctuation, capitalization) out of a sentence? 

Why is it important to show good sportsmanship? Use good manners? Be kind to others? 
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Comparison Table

1 Concept 1 Concept

2 Overall Concept

3 Characteristics 3 Characteristics

4 Like Characteristics

9 Extensions

Communicate Targeted Concepts
Obtain the Overall Concepts
Make lists of Known Characteristics
Pin down Like Characteristics
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Record Unlike Characteristics
Identify Unlike Categories
Nail Down a Summary
Go Beyond the Basics
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R
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8Summary
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LINCS Table Checklist 

List the parts 

⁭ Box 1:  Write the vocabulary word 

⁭ Box 2:  Write the essential parts of the definition  

⁭ Box 2:  Underline the most critical words in the definition 

Identify a Reminding Word 

⁭ Box 3:  The reminding word must… 
      ⁭  sound similar to part or all of the new term. 

      ⁭  be a real word 

      ⁭  have a meaning that the students already know 

      ⁭  help the students remember what the new word means 

Note a LINCing Story 
The LINCing Story is a short phase or sentence that enables students to 
connect the meaning of the new term to familiar background knowledge.  It 
should provide auditory and visual connections between the reminding word 
and the meaning of the new term.      
       ⁭  Box 4:  An effective LINCing Story… 
 

       ⁭  always contains the Reminding Word 
 
       ⁭  always contains the meaning of the new term in some way 
 
       ⁭  always is short and simple 

 
Create a LINCing Picture 

The LINCing Picture is a representation of a more detailed mental picture of 
the scene.   

                 ⁭ Box 5: An effective LINCing Picture must…  

       ⁭  depict the essential features of the new term’s definition 

        ⁭  contain a part related to the Reminding Word 

        ⁭  help the student remember the new term’s definition 
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