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Content Enhancement

A way of teaching an academically diverse group of 

students in which:

– Both group and individual needs are valued and 

met;

– The integrity of the content is maintained;
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Content Enhancement

A way of teaching an academically diverse group of 

students in which:

– Critical features of the content are selected and 

transformed in a manner that promotes student 

learning; and 

– Instruction is carried out in a partnership with 

students.
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Characteristics Of A Good

Assignment According To Students

• Is different from other assignments

• Has an understood purpose

• Has clear/well-organized directions

• Allows for interpersonal/social interactions

• Is personally relevant for students

• Provides opportunities for creative expression
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• Allows for feedback

• Lists available resources

• Meets criteria for optimal challenge

• Includes student choices

• Is considerate in relation to time demands

• Lists evaluation criteria

Characteristics Of A Good

Assignment According To Students



7

University of Kansas Center for Research on Learning  2019

The Purpose Of The Routine

• To improve the quality of assignments given to 

students.

• To increase the assignment completion rate by 

students.

• To improve the quality of work on assignments 

completed by students.
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When To Begin 

Using The Routine

• Any time throughout the school year

• Best introduced at the beginning of the year or 

semester
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Steps in the Quality
Assignment Routine

• Prepare the Assignment

• Prepare the Students

• Present the Assignment

• Evaluate the Assignment
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Get Ready!

Prepare the Assignment

• Construct a plan.

• Create a visual device.
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Construct

A

Plan
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Get Ready!

Plan Two Types of Assignments

• Big, one-time assignments.

• The first in a series of assignments.



13

University of Kansas Center for Research on Learning  2019

Collect the needed planning tools.

– Textbook, notes, reference materials

– Quality Assignment Planning Worksheet

– Quality Assignment Planning Chart

– Assignment Ideas Sheet

Use the Planning Worksheet to construct a high-quality 
assignment.

Plan for the presentation.

Get Ready!
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The Planning Worksheet

• Plan the purpose of the assignment.

• Link the assignment to student needs and interests.

• Arrange clear student directions.

• Note evaluation date and results.
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Plan The Purpose 

Of The Assignment

• Determine knowledge or skills students should 

be able to demonstrate by completing 

assignment.

• Determine how students will demonstrate skills or 

knowledge. Use “Assignment Ideas” Sheet.

• State how the knowledge and/or skills acquired 

will benefit students.
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Plan The Purpose 

Of The Assignment

P

The Quality Assignment

Planning Worksheet

3. Why is this important? (Benefits)

So we can understand why such a highly 

developed civilization fell apart, and 

prevent the same thing from happening to 

our own civilization.

1. What will students accomplish?

Analyze why the Ancient Greek culture 

was destroyed.

2. How will they do this?

By creating a journal from the perspective 

of someone who lived in Ancient Greece.

Course

Unit

World History

Ancient Greece

Plan the

purpose of the

assignment
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• Consider variations to prevent student 
boredom/frustration. Consider varying:

– Format – Purpose

– Organization – Location

– Content – Social interaction

– Resources

• Consider pitfalls to successful completion.

• Offer solutions to possible pitfalls.

Link The Assignment

To Student Needs And Interests
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Link The Assignment

To Student Needs And Interests

L
1. How can the assign-

ment be made personally 

relevant for students?

Choose 1 aspect of 

Greek life that interests 

you (e.g., sports, art, 

politics, religion)

Link assign-

ment to student 

needs & 

interests 

(HALO)

2. Options/Choices?

With partner or by 

self;

Diary or audio tape;

Athens/Sparta

3.  Pitfalls to successful 

completion of work?

1. Diary format

2. Find/use tape 

recorders

4. Solutions to 

these pitfalls?

1. Show sample 

diary

2. Tell where to 

get/how to use 

tape recorders
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Types Of Students

• High Achievers

• Average Achievers

• Low Achievers

• Other Students
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Types Of Pitfalls 

& Ways To Eliminate Them

• Confusing vocabulary: Define terms.

• Unavailability of equipment: Provide equipment.

• Unfamiliarity with equipment: Teach use.
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• Lack of particular academic skill: Provide appropriate 

options for skills.

• Low access to resources: Teach about resources & their 

use

• Low motivation: Provide a variety of rationales and 

rewards

Types Of Pitfalls 

& Ways To Eliminate Them
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Arrange Clear Student Directions

• Action Steps: The task broken into component 

parts

• Supplies/Resources: The human and material 

resources needed to complete the work.

• Grading Criteria: How grades will be determined.
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• Due Date(s): The day on which work should be 

handed in; shows time consideration.

• Points: The total points assignment is worth.

Arrange Clear Student Directions
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Arrange Clear Student Directions

A
Action Steps

1. Plan 7 days

2. Write each day

3. Draw picture

Arrange clear 

student 

directions

Supplies/Resources

Class notes

Textbooks

Library books

Magazine articles

Movies

Imagination

Grading Criteria (PACE 1, 2, …)

1. 7 entries--put date

2. 3 statements/entry

3. choose 1 good & 1 bad thing @ 

your interest



26

University of Kansas Center for Research on Learning  2019

Note Evaluation 

Date And Results

• Assignment Review Date: Note the date when 

the graded assignment results will be ready and 

an assignment discussion can be conducted.

• Results: Record necessary changes in the 

assignment to ensure better performance the 

next time it is used or the course is taught.
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Note Evaluation 

Date And Results

N
Results

Students had difficulty completing on 

time. Next year, set an intermediate 

deadline of 7 days for handing in outline.

Date to Review Assignment Outcomes

May 22

Results

Volume on tapes was too soft. Next 

year, give more instructions on 

volume control.
Note 

evaluation 

date and 

results
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Involve Students 

In Planning An Assignment

• Explain the purpose of the worksheet: to plan a 

high-quality assignment.

• State expectations for everyone to participate.

• Briefly describe the unit on which the assignment 

is to be based.
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• Give each student a copy of the Assignment Planning 

Worksheet. Explain assignment purpose.

• Give students a copy of the Assignment Ideas Chart. Ask 

students to use this information to create an interesting 

assignment that will accomplish the assignment purpose.

Involve Students 

In Planning An Assignment



30

University of Kansas Center for Research on Learning  2019

• Discuss possible directions, options, grading criteria, 

supplies, and due date. Help students complete the “L”

and “A” sections of the worksheet.

• If a team is planning the assignment, determine who will 

present the assignment to the entire class.

Involve Students 

In Planning An Assignment
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• After assignment has been completed, involve 

students in evaluating the assignment outcomes 

and whether future changes should be made.

Involve Students 

In Planning An Assignment
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Create a 

Visual Device
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The Assignment Window

• Is a graphic device that:

– Is prepared ahead of time by the teacher.

– Allows the teacher and students to record important 

information related to an upcoming assignment.

– Is presented to the class through a co-construction process.

– Is used to promote student understanding of how to 

complete an upcoming assignment.
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The Assignment Window

??? Directions ?? Materials/Resource ?? Grading ???

Subject Date: Given Due Turned In

Read Answer Write Other

Parts: # of study sessions: Actual Grade Received:

Grade Goal: A B C A B C D F

Quality Goal: A B C Other:

Goal:
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Subject Date: Given Due Turned In

Read Answer Write Other

Parts: # of study sessions: Actual Grade Received:

Grade Goal: A B C A B C D F

Quality Goal: A B C Other:

Goal:

English 5/4 5/5

D: Define 5 vocab. wds., p. 67. Write meaningful sentence/ea.

O: Choose which 5 words

G: 1. spell vocab. wds. correctly, 2 underline wds. Worth: 20 pts.

S/R: Text; glossary

1. Pick wds 5 min.

2. Defins/exps 45 mins

3. Check 10 min

Use COPS

2
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Subject Date: Given Due Turned In

Read Answer Write Other

Parts: # of study sessions: Actual Grade Received:

Grade Goal: A B C A B C D F

Quality Goal: A B C Other:

Goal:

English 5/4 5/5

D: Define 5 vocab. wds., p. 67. Write meaningful sentence/ea.

O: Choose which 5 words

G: 1. spell vocab. wds. correctly, 2 underline wds. Worth: 20 pts.

S/R: Text; glossary

1. Pick wds 5 min.

2. Defins/exps 45 mins

3. Check 10 min

Use COPS

2

Critical Dates

The date the assignment is given.

The date the assignment is due.
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Subject Date: Given Due Turned In

Read Answer Write Other

Parts: # of study sessions: Actual Grade Received:

Grade Goal: A B C A B C D F

Quality Goal: A B C Other:

Goal:

English 5/4 5/5

D: Define 5 vocab. wds., p. 67. Write meaningful sentence/ea.

O: Choose which 5 words

G: 1. spell vocab. wds. correctly, 2 underline wds. Worth: 20 pts.

S/R: Text; glossary

1. Pick wds 5 min.

2. Defins/exps 45 mins

3. Check 10 min

Use COPS

2

Major Activity

The primary activity that students must 

perform to complete the assignment.
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Subject Date: Given Due Turned In

Read Answer Write Other

Parts: # of study sessions: Actual Grade Received:

Grade Goal: A B C A B C D F

Quality Goal: A B C Other:

Goal:

English 5/4 5/5

D: Define 5 vocab. wds., p. 67. Write meaningful sentence/ea.

O: Choose which 5 words

G: 1. spell vocab. wds. correctly, 2 underline wds. Worth: 20 pts.

S/R: Text; glossary

1. Pick wds 5 min.

2. Defins/exps 45 mins

3. Check 10 min

Use COPS

2

Directions

A description of what students must do to 

complete the assignment.
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Subject Date: Given Due Turned In

Read Answer Write Other

Parts: # of study sessions: Actual Grade Received:

Grade Goal: A B C A B C D F

Quality Goal: A B C Other:

Goal:

English 5/4 5/5

D: Define 5 vocab. wds., p. 67. Write meaningful sentence/ea.

O: Choose which 5 words

G: 1. spell vocab. wds. correctly, 2 underline wds. Worth: 20 pts.

S/R: Text; glossary

1. Pick wds 5 min.

2. Defins/exps 45 mins

3. Check 10 min

Use COPS

2

Options/Choices

The options students have for completing the 

assignment.

Includes choice of content, format, due date, 

social interaction, and resources.
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Subject Date: Given Due Turned In

Read Answer Write Other

Parts: # of study sessions: Actual Grade Received:

Grade Goal: A B C A B C D F

Quality Goal: A B C Other:

Goal:

English 5/4 5/5

D: Define 5 vocab. wds., p. 67. Write meaningful sentence/ea.

O: Choose which 5 words

G: 1. spell vocab. wds. correctly, 2 underline wds. Worth: 20 pts.

S/R: Text; glossary

1. Pick wds 5 min.

2. Defins/exps 45 mins

3. Check 10 min

Use COPS

2

Grading Criteria

A statement related to requirements for 

the assignment and how the assignment 

is to be graded. Includes the number of 

points the assignment is worth.
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Subject Date: Given Due Turned In

Read Answer Write Other

Parts: # of study sessions: Actual Grade Received:

Grade Goal: A B C A B C D F

Quality Goal: A B C Other:

Goal:

English 5/4 5/5

D: Define 5 vocab. wds., p. 67. Write meaningful sentence/ea.

O: Choose which 5 words

G: 1. spell vocab. wds. correctly, 2 underline wds. Worth: 20 pts.

S/R: Text; glossary

1. Pick wds 5 min.

2. Defins/exps 45 mins

3. Check 10 min

Use COPS

2

Supplies/Resources

A statement related to the supplies 

and resources students are to use 

to complete the assignment.
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Subject Date: Given Due Turned In

Read Answer Write Other

Parts: # of study sessions: Actual Grade Received:

Grade Goal: A B C A B C D F

Quality Goal: A B C Other:

Goal:

English 5/4 5/5

D: Define 5 vocab. wds., p. 67. Write meaningful sentence/ea.

O: Choose which 5 words

G: 1. spell vocab. wds. correctly, 2 underline wds. Worth: 20 pts.

S/R: Text; glossary

1. Pick wds 5 min.

2. Defins/exps 45 mins

3. Check 10 min

Use COPS

2

Assignment Plan

An outline of the action steps required to 

complete the assignment.

An estimation of how much time each 

task will take.
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Subject Date: Given Due Turned In

Read Answer Write Other

Parts: # of study sessions: Actual Grade Received:

Grade Goal: A B C A B C D F

Quality Goal: A B C Other:

Goal:

English 5/4 5/5

D: Define 5 vocab. wds., p. 67. Write meaningful sentence/ea.

O: Choose which 5 words

G: 1. spell vocab. wds. correctly, 2 underline wds. Worth: 20 pts.

S/R: Text; glossary

1. Pick wds 5 min.

2. Defins/exps 45 mins

3. Check 10 min

Use COPS

2

Goals

A statement related to the student’s 

goals for the assignment.

The student’s grade goal for the 

assignment.

The student’s quality goal for the 

assignment.
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Course & Assignment:

Date Given: Date Due:

Directions:

Options:

Grading Criteria:

Supplies/Resources:

Goal:

The Assignment Window
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Course & Assignment: History/journal: Ancient Greece

Date Given: May 12 Date Due: May 18

Directions: Create a journal of life in Ancient Greece. Develop

journal from perspective of someone who might have had an interest

similar to one of yours (e.g., cooking, technology, athletics).

Options: Format: can complete as either a written diary or audiotape; 

can do by self or with a partner.

Grading Criteria: 1. Seven entries with dates; 2. Three statements/

entry; 3. Choose 1 good & 1 bad thing about your interest

Supplies/Resources: Notes, text, library books, magazine

articles, movies, imagination

Goal: To get an A

The Assignment Window
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Subject Date: Given Due Turned In

Read Answer Write Other

Parts: # of study sessions: Actual Grade Received:

Grade Goal: A B C A B C D F

Quality Goal: A B C Other:

Goal:

History 3/12 3/18

See handout

The Assignment Window
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Course & Assignment: English: Vocabulary Sentences

Date Given: 5/4 Date Due: 

Directions: Define five vocab words. P. 67. Write

meaningful sentence for each.

.

Options: Choose which five vocabulary words

can do by self or with a partner.

Grading Criteria: 1. Spell vocab words correctly; 2. Underline each vocab 

word 3. Choose 1 good & 1 bad thing

Supplies/Resources: Text, glossary

articles, movies, imagination

Goal: To get an A

Model Assignment Window
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Get Set!

Prepare the Students

(This step is done only once with each class of students.)

– Teach students the “PACE” Requirements. (Lesson 1)

– Teach students the “REACT” Strategy.

(Lesson 2)
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PACE 1, 2 Requirements
For Teachers & Students to Use When Evaluating 

Assignments

Prompt

Arranged neatly

Complete

Edited

1. 

2. 

3.
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PACE 1, 2 Requirements
For Teachers & Students to Use When Evaluating 

Assignments

Prompt

Arranged neatly

Complete

Edited

1. 

2. 

3.

Seven entries w/ date

Three statements/entry

1 good & 1 bad thing about your interest in each entry
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How To Teach PACE (Lesson 1)

• Give an advance organizer.

• Discuss examples & nonexamples of “quality” work.

• Introduce & explain the “basic” PACE Requirements (“P,”

“A,” “C,” & “E”).

• Explain the “additional” PACE Requirements (the 

numbers “1” & “2”).
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• Model how to check assignments with the PACE 

Requirements.

• Summarize and state expectations for students 

to use the PACE Requirements to check all 

future assignments.

How To Teach PACE (Lesson 1)
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Sample Assignment A Sample Assignment B
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Sample Assignment C
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Checking Assignments With 

PACE

• Write “PACE 1, 2…” on your assignment.

• Draw two small lines under each letter and number.

• Write key words for additional requirement next to each 

number.

• Think about the meaning of each letter and number. Place 

a checkmark under/next to each item if you think you 

fulfilled it.
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The REACT Strategy

For students to use during the assignment presentation

• Review the directions.

• Evaluate whether the directions are complete.

• Ask questions.

• Create a plan to complete the assignment.

• Target some goals.
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How To Teach REACT 

(Lesson 2)

• Review the PACE lesson; preview new lesson.

• Introduce and explain each step of the REACT 

Strategy.

• Explain and model how to record the directions of 

an assignment.

• Model each step of REACT.

• Conduct verbal practice on the REACT Steps.
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• Give an actual assignment as students record it and use 

the REACT Strategy.

• Review the REACT Strategy. Prompt students to use it 

from now on.

• Conclude the lesson with a reminder to use PACE on the 

finished assignment.

• On the following day, review assignment.

How To Teach REACT 

(Lesson 2)
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Present the Assignment
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Optional Plans For The 

Presentation

• Use the Planning Worksheet as notes to complete an 

Assignment Window on an overhead transparency as 

students record the assignment in their notebooks.

• Construct a draft of the Assignment Window ahead of 

time. Add to or clarify information with students as they 

record the information into their notebooks.
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• For complex examples, create a handout with all 

important information. (Examples on p. 54 of manual.)

• Estimate the amount of time you will need to present the 

assignment by using the Cue and Do (ASSIGN) in the 

Cue-Do-Review sequence.

• Add at least 5 or 10 minutes for students to get started on 

the assignment.

Optional Plans For The 

Presentation
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Present the Assignment

• Cue

– State that an assignment is about to be given.

– Prompt students to record the assignment in their 

notebooks.

– Specify expectations.
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Present the Assignment

• Do

– Announce the assignment and its purpose

– State clear instructions.

– Stop for students to “REACT.”

– Investigate student understanding.

– Give start-up time and offer help.

– Note expectations.
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Evaluate the Assignment
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The “RATE” Evaluation Steps

Rate finished assignments with “PACE.”

Analyze student error patterns.

Talk about student responses on the assignment.

Extend offers

• that students can submit corrected work

• that you will provide help to anyone who wants it
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Summary Of How To Use 

The Components Of The Routine

• Plan an assignment using the Quality Assignment 

Planning Worksheet.

• Consider how to present the assignment to students.

• Teach the PACE Requirements.

• Teach the REACT Strategy.

• Present the assignment. (Cue-Do)
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• Evaluate the students’ completed assignments. 

(Review)

• Plan, present, and evaluate other assignments.

• Involve students in the planning of future 

assignments.

Summary Of How To Use 

The Components Of The Routine
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The Cue-Do-Review Sequence

• Cue

– State that an assignment is about to be given.

– Prompt students to record the assignment in their 

notebooks.

– Specify expectations.
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The Cue-Do-Review Sequence

• Do

– Announce the assignment and its purpose

– State clear instructions.

– Stop for students to “REACT.”

– Investigate student understanding.

– Give start-up time and offer help.

– Note expectations.
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The Cue-Do-Review Sequence

• Review

Rate finished assignments with “PACE.”

Analyze student error patterns.

Talk about student responses on the assignment.

Extend offers

• that students can submit corrected work

• that you will provide help to anyone who wants it
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Two Big Wins!

• Students learn more when they’re sure they:

– are doing authentic work as they are learning,

– gain personal satisfaction from their learning, and

– see that their learning is reflected in the grades they receive.

• Teachers win because

– improved learning for students is professionally and 

personally rewarding.
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• “I thought it was fun because we could make 

more assignments that were better for us and 

more fun.”

• “I’ve learned to check my paper. Now I do better. 

I think about it now, and I’ve noticed a change in 

my grades.”

Student Comments 

About The Routine



75

University of Kansas Center for Research on Learning  2019

• “I take more time on my assignments and try to put 

more effort into them.”

• “The thing I liked was we had input on the 

assignments.”

• “It sure makes you more willing to learn if you can 

learn what you want to learn and think it is 

important.”

Student Comments 

About The Routine
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Beware Of These Pitfalls

• “Students don’t need time to REACT.”

• “Assignments don’t have to be prepared outside of 

class.”

• “If I don’t get it right the first time, I won’t ever get it 

right.”

• “Students will automatically see the advantages of using 

an assignment notebook.”
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Student Comments On What Teachers 
Should Do When Giving Assignments

• Offer challenge & choices

• Consider amount of work/time

• Offer help

• Give clear directions

• Offer variety

• Promote understanding

• Provide feedback

• Provide opportunities to redo work

• Demonstrate enthusiasm
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Research Results On The

Quality Assignment Routine

• Teacher Behaviors

Before After

Training Training

Planning Behaviors 50.5% 96.1%

Presenting Behaviors 32.8% 89.3%

Evaluating Behaviors 8.2% 93.8%
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For more information
https://sim.ku.edu/quality-assignment-routine


