Concept Comparison Device Checklist

Teacher ________________________


Observer ______________________

School: ________________________


Subject: ______________________

Date ___________________________




Directions: Put a checkmark (√) by each behavior that you observe.
Concepts
p.  6 in Concept Comparison manual
______Represents one distinct category or class of persons, things, events, or objects that is needed for basic understanding throughout the course.

Overall Concept
p.  6 in Concept Comparison manual


Represents the name of a larger group within which the targeted concepts fit.


Provides a meaningful connection to the new concept (known concept is a concept that students 
already know about and helps them understand the new concept.)
Characteristics of Each Concept
pp. 6-7 & 10 in Concept Comparison manual


Characteristics listed are distinguishing traits or attributes of the concepts.

Characteristics for each concept are listed in an order parallel to the characteristics listed for the

second or third concept (so that the pairs are related.)

Like Characteristics 
pp. 7-8 & 10 in Concept Comparison manual


Characteristics listed are the qualities or attributes that the concepts have in common.


Characteristics are few in number and include the most important likenesses.

Like Categories 




pp. 8 & 10 in Concept Comparison manual


Categories listed are the larger groups or classes to which the Like Characteristics belong.


Categories are few in number and provide a foundation for summarizing how the concepts are similar.

Unlike Characteristics 



pp. 8 & 11 in Concept Comparison manual


Characteristics listed are the related qualities or attributes that the concepts do not share.


Characteristics explain how the two concepts are related but different.

Unlike Categories 




pp. 8 & 11 in Concept Comparison manual


Categories listed are the larger groups or classes to which the Unlike Characteristics belong.


Categories are few in number and provide a foundation for summarizing how the concepts are different.

Summary





pp. 8 & 11 in Concept Comparison manual


The sentence shows students’ understanding of the similarities and differences between the concepts by explaining (a) how the concepts are alike or different in terms of categories OR (b) how the concepts are alike or different in terms of both characteristics and categories.


The sentence includes (a) names of targeted concept, (b) name of the overall concept, and (c) names of the like and unlike categories.

Overall
 
Concept Comparison device focuses on critical concepts (permeating, foundational, enduring 
understandings.)

 
Concept Comparison device makes abstract, complex content more understandable for students

 
Concept Comparison device is a useful tool for studying (includes the important information that 
will be assessed in a unit, course, or state assessment).
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